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NCRR TESTIMONY fo!

Sena te  B i  11  2116  Hear lngs ,  Los  Ange les ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  August  16 ,  1984

The  Na t iona l  Coa l i t i on  fo r  Redress /Repara t i ons  (NCRR)  i s  a

g rass roo ts  coa l i t i on  made  up  o f  i nd i v idua ls  and  o rgan izaL ions

throughciut the nation. l le are an organization composed of Jap-

anese  Amer i ca f l s  o f  a1L  ages  and  genera t i ons  as  ! re l1  as

Amer i cans  o f  a l l  r aces  and  bachgrounds .  Our  menber6h ip  and

endorsemen ts  i nc lude  o rgan iza t i ons  rang ing  f ron  the  ACLU to  the

Sou the rn  Chr i s t i an  Leadersh ip  Con fe rence  to  the  th r :ee  n i l l i on

members of the Lutheran Church in America. l , ie came together

f i ve  yea rs  ago  to  educa te ,  o rgan ize  and  deve lop  commun i t y -

N ide  e f fo r t s  t o  w in  repa ra t i ons  fo r  t he  more  than  120 ,000

Japanese  Aner i cans  who  were  i nca rce raLed  in  i n te rnmen f  canps

during l^lorld War I I  .

NCRR's  p r : i nc ip les  a re  based  upon  ou r  commun i t y rs  s t rong

des i re  fo r  j us f i ce ;  ou r  conv i c t i ons  a re  ve r i f i ed  by  a  nea l th

o f  h i s to r i ca l  and  gove rnmen t  documen ts ;  and  ou r  be l i e f s  a re

f o u n d e d  i n  L h e  d e m o c r a t i c  i d c a l s  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

The  exper iences  o f  i n te rnees  w i l l  exemp l i f J  t he  v jo la t i ons

guaran teed  under  the  B i l l  o f  R igh ts .

The FIRST AMENDI\IENT guarantees freedon of speech and of

a s s o c i a t i o n .

A n  i n t e r n e e s  I ' e p o r t s  r r . . . C e n s o r a s h i p  w a s  t h e  r u 1 e . . .  N o t h i n 8

was  pe rm i t t ed  fo  go  i n to  the  papers  tha t  d id  no t  mce t  w i th
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center  management  approva l .  D iscuss ion  o f  the  in te rna t iona l

s i tua t ion ,  war  news,  na t iona l  nervs ,  even hometo ! , /n  ne \ rs  and

The FOURTH AMENDMENT prohibits unreasonable sealches and
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seizures by the Federal governnent.

Uneno Fu j ino  tes t i f ied  tha t , ! ' . . .  On January  1942,

nen ar r i ved  in  Sa l inas ,  They  showed up a t  my door

SEVEN FBI

and mes s ed

s i l k  hand-

They even

up eveiything in the house. They took a boxful of

kerch ie fs  and scarves .  They  were  ius t  so  c rue l .

l ratched me \,rhen I went to the bathroom.

a

s

The FIFTH AMENDI.TENT guarantees the due process of lar,r,

t he  r l g t r t  t o  be  fo rma l l y  cha rged  and  the  r i gh t  t o  p resen t  a

de fense ,  be fo re  l i be r t y  can  be  taken  auay ,

An  evacuee  reca l l s ,  [ . . .  t he  FB I  came and  took  eve ty  ma le

Japanese al ien in town. They came in very suddenly and many

o f  t he  men  i re re  taken  r i gh t  o f f  o f  t he  f i e lds  so  tha t  t hey  had

no  chance  to  say  good-bye  !o  the i r  f am i l i es , ' ,

The SIXTH AMENDMENT guarantees the right to a public

and  speedy  t r i a1 .

l l en ry  MuraLami  s ta tes ,  r r . . .  t he  FB I  came and  began  to  a r res t

eve ry  ma le  i n  Te rm ina l  I s l and  who  had  a  f i she rmanrs  l i cense .

I was Laken to the Immigration Building in San pedro and on

tha t  ve ry  same n igh t ,  sh ipped  to  Fo r t  L inco ln ,  No r th  Dako ta . "

The EIGHTH AMENDT4ENT prohibits cruel and unusual

pun ishmen t .

A l i ce  Neh i ra  tesc l f t ed ,  r ' . . .  a t  t he  t ime  o f  my  b i r t h ,  r r r y

mo the r rs  phys i c ian  i n  camp pe r fo rmed  a  tuba l i ga t i on  on  he ! .
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She never gave her consent and LTas toLally unaware of i t

unti l  ten years ago nhen she ri ,as examined by her lnternist

f o r  co lon  cance r .  r t

The re  a re  120 ,000  i nd i v i< iua l s '  expe l i ences .  O f  cou rse ,

we  seek  mone ta ry  repa ra t i ons  fo r  t h ree  and  a  ha l f  yea rs  ou t

o f  ou l  L i ves i  commun i t i es  devas ta ted ,  p rope r t y  l os t ,  f am i l i es

separa ted ,  L i ves  l os t ,  i nd i v idua l  l i ves  d i s rup ted ,  t he  t rauma

and  ind ign i t i es  su f fe red .

Ho l r  d id  th i s  ex t l ao rd lna ry  even t  occu r?  The  1981

Comn iss ion  on  t i a rC ime  Re loca t i on  and  In te rnmen t  o f  C i v i l i ans

(CWRIC)  repo r ted  tha t ,  r ' . . .Execu t i ve  o rde r  9066  was  no t

j us t i f i ed  by  m i l i t a ry  necess i t y  . . .  and  the  b road  h i s to r i ca l

causes  i rh i ch  shaped  these  dec i s ions  were  race  p re jud i ce ,

na r  hys !e r i a  and  the  fa i l u re  o f  po l i t i caL  l eadersh ip . '

'  
P r i o r  t : o  1942 ,  a  Long  h i s to ry  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on  aga ins r

As ian  Amer i cans  was  man i fes ted  i n  ove r  500  p ieces  o f  l eg i s la -

t i on  nh l ch  i nc luded  the  s ta tu te  to  p roh ib i t  t he  na tu ra l i za t i on

o f  any  Japanese  immig ran t .  Th i s  res iden t  a l i en  s ta tus  ba r red

peop le  f rom buy ing  l and  and  pa r t i c i pa t i ng .  as  c i t i zens  un t i l

t he  passage  o f  t he  Wa l te r -Mccar ren  Ac t  i n  1952 .  The  second-

genera t i on  l l i se i  we re  na tu ra l -bo rn  Amer i can  c i t i zens .

Cr i t i c i sms  o f  d l s loya l t y  assoc ia ted  l r i t h  dua l  c i t i zensh ip  s ta tus

(heLd  by  l ess  than  207 .  o f  t he  N ise i  by  1930)  r , ra  s  neve r  subsEan-

t i a ted .  No t  one  s ing le  pe rson  who  t {en t  t o  camp was  conv i c ted

o f  any  ac t  o f  esp ionage ,  t reasoo  o r  sabo tage ,  O f  t he  evacuees ,

two- th i rds  were  c i t i zens  and  one - th i rd  were  res iden t  a l i ens .
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The popu lac ion  o f  Japanese Amer icans  inc reased,  a long

wich  the i r  economic  s t rength  in  the  s ta tes  o f  l iash ing ton ,

Oregon and espec ia l l y  Ca l i fo rn ia .  l . ie  a re  cer ta in  tha t  economic

greed became another motive for mass evacuation.

l ^ l h i1a  i 6  . .mn<-  i n fp rnees  we l .e  i nca rce ra ted  and  under

m iL i ta r i y  gua rd .  The  t l a r  Re loca t i on  Au tho r i t y  { I ^JRA}  a t tempted

to  imp lemen t  a  l eave  p rog ran r  a fLe r  t he  necess i t y  o f  de ten t i on

became diff icult co defend. Departure r\ 'a s permicted only

a f te r  a  con t rove rs ia l  l oya l t y  rev iew  in  consu l ta t i on  u i t h  the

l r i l i t a r y .  The  p rog ram nas  i ne f fec t i ve  and  the  La rge r  number

s p e n t  y e a r s  b e h i n d  b a r b e d  n i r e .

what ini l l  the United States governi lent do abouE this

t raves ty  o f  j us t i ce?  NCRR commends  the  cou rageous  recomlnend-

ations of the CIiRIC and ee want to make clear our support

f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  b i l l  b e f o r e  u s  t o d a y ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 1 L 6 .

NCRR recommends ,  however ,  t ha t  t he  res t i t uL ion  amoun t . t o

ind i v iduaLs  be  a  n ln imum o f  $25 ,000 ,  Th l s  f i gu ie  was  de te r -

mined by nationwide community surveys and petit ions and is

the  symbo l i c  amoun t  l r h i ch  rep resenrs  a  tang i .b le ,  mean ing fu l

apo logy .  I t  i s  a l so  more  than  j us t i f i ed  by  the  documen ted

c a l c u l a t e d  l o s s e s .

Paymen t  shou ld  be  g i ven  to  he i r s  o f  deceased  evacuees .

120 ,000  l i ves  ne re  a f fec ted  and  these  a re  the  number . s  tha t

mus t  be  dea l t  i n i t h  i n  t e rms  o f  compensa t ion ,  To  res t r i c t

r j us t i ce '  t o  t he  su rv i vo rs  imp l i es  a  c rue l  lTa i t i ng  game -

l e t t i ng  o ld  age  and  dca th  become the  don inan t  f ac to rs .



Japanese Amer icans  o f  a l l  genera t ions  are  s t i1 l  a f fec ted

by the evacuation experience. hle urge expediency and

pr io r i t y  o f  payments  to  our  Isse i  and e lder ly .

In  respec t  to  the  A leu ts ,  as  inc luded in  SB 2116 '

NCRR recomDends reparations that are on parity nith the

J a P d L ' E s  E

.  
The .passage  q f  Sena te  B iL l  2 lL6  wou ld  be  a  l andmark

advancing the cause of justice not only for Japanese

Amer i cans  -  bu t  f o r  aL l  who  asp i re  to  the  p r i nc ip les .  upon

nhich this country i ' ra s founded. It  irould make an impact

so  tha t  such  v io la t i ons  do  no t  occu r  aga in .  As  lGnsh i

Yamash i ta  s ta ted  a t  t he  CWRIC l l ea r i ngs  " . . . un less  conc ie te

measures  a re  taken  i n  Ehe  fo rm o f  de f i n i t i ve  res t i t u t i on r

. . .wha t  has  c ransp i red  i n  t he  pas t  w i l l  on l y  be  an  echo  -

a  sop  to  Ehe  consc ience  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  -  a  g loss ing

ove r  o f  a  g ross  i n jus t i ce  upon  a  g roup  by  a  na r ion  wh ich

proclaims democracy as a way of l i fe throughouc che world.
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