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L o s  A n g e l e s ,  A u g ,  1 6 - - U , S .  S e n a t o r  A l a n  C r a n s t o n  ( D . ,  C a l i f . )  s a i d

today that  second only to s lavery,  the in tem'nent  of  120,000 Aner icans

of  Japanese descent  dur i rS l ror ld  l la !  I I  was i the s ingle worst  nass

vio lat ior  of  c iv i l  ! ights and l iber t ies in  our  nat ion 's  h is tory,"

H e  b l a n e d  i t  o n  r a c e  p r e j u d i c e .

"The- exclus ion and renoval  of  Japanese Aner icans resul ted f ron a

long h is tory of  organized ant i -Japanese agi tat ion on the west  Coast ,n

Cranston to ld a Setrate subconni t tee hear i f lg  here.

"No act  of  espionag€,  sabotage or  f i f th  colum act iv i ty  had been

conni t ted by the Nisei  o!  by the les ident  Japanese a l iens on the west

Coast"  to  just i fy  thei r  being sent  to  pr isotr  canps.

' rAnd Aner ican of f ic ia ls  knew i t , ' t  Cranston said.

t rThe war extracted great  sacr i f ices f ron a l l  Amer icans,  resul t ing

fro ' !  necessary neasures to defend our  country.  But  the exclus ion and

internnent  pol icy 1ras a hardship imposed exclus ively  upon Japanese

Aner icans--c lear ly  for  rac ia l  reasons a lone.

"No s in i lar  act ior  vas taken,  for  exanple,  against  Aner icans of

I ta l ia t r  or  Celnan descent  a l though I ta ly  and Gernany weie a lso a i0ong the

Axis powers r i th  {hon we | rere at  ar . r !

Cranston test i f ied before a Governnenta l  Af fa i rs  subconrni t ree rhat

is  hold ing f ie ld hear ings on a ledaess b i l l  that  would grant  $20,000 to

each of  the 60,000 forner  inntates of  the in ternnent  canps who are st i l l

l iv ing,  Sone 42,000 res ide i t r  Cat i for t r ia .

C r a n s t o n ,  v h o  i s  a  c o - s p o n s o !  o f  t h e  b i 1 l ,  s a i d  n a n y  e v a c u e e s ' r l o s t

far  nore than that  amount . ' '

He said an independent  s tudy showed that  the econonic damages f ron

business and property  lossesJ !1us accunulated lost  in terest ,  suf fered

by in ternees may have averaged as nuch as $180,000 each,  for  a tota l  o f

u p  t o  $ 6 . 1  b i l l i o n .

Cranston to ld the subcomrni t tee of  h is  ef for ts ,  ds a nenber of  the

Off ice of  i {ar  In fontat ion,  to  t ry  to d issuade Ples ident  Fran}1in D.

Roosevel t  f ron carry ing out  the evacuat ion order .



cranston - -  add one

He recal led v is i t ine t ro of  the €amps and ta lk ing to in ternees '

" i .nc luding boyhood f r ie t rds and schoolnates f lon Los Al tos."

"These were people v i th  xhon I  had leatned the 'P ledse of  Al les-

iance, i  ' the Star  Spatrg led Bauer '  and rAnet ica the Beaut i fu l ' .  Thei r

loyal ty  to th is  nat i .on was unquest ionable. r r

lo l lowing is  the text  of  Cranston '5 statenent :

I  ve lv  nuch aDDleciate th is  opportuni tv  to express nv supPort  for
s.Z116.  which r i l I  ; rov ide rediess io !  Japanese Ane' icans and Aleuts
i r terned dur ins i l ior la  war I I  by our  Eovelnnent .  I 'h  Proud to be an
or ig inal  cosp;nsor  of  th is  1e! is lat ion and the author  of  i ts  forerunner '
s .  1 5 2 0 .

I  krot {  the d is t inguished Chai . rnan (Serator  Ted stevens '  R"  Alaska)
is  thoroulh lv  fani l iar  wi th the s i tuat ior  af fect ing the Aleuts '  so twv of
k lnn res ide- in h is  Stae,  The subconni t tee today is  concerned Ei th ihe P!o_
visrons of  th is  b i l I  p iov id ing redress for  Japanese Aner icans.

lv i th  the erceot ion ot  sanctroni tg human s laverv,  the renoval  f roo
t h e i r  h o m e s  a n d  i n i e r n f , e n t  o f  1 2 0 , 0 0 0  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  a n d  l e g a l  r e s i d e n t s
of  JaDanese ancestry  by our  governnent  in  1942 nerelv  because of  thar
a n c e s i r y .  r e n a i n s  t h e  s i n s l e  w o r s t  n a s s  v i o t a t . i o n  o f  c i v i  I  ! i c h t s  s n c
l iber t ies in  our  nat ion 's  h is torv '

Oui  covernnent 's  act ion Yio lated the vely  ldeals for  sh ich th is
Nat ion st t t rds and for  which i t  then uas f ight ing.  The Founding Fathels -_

1{ho had u i tnessed abuse by govemnent  of  ind iv iduals '  r ichts and f reedons _-

craf ted a Const i tu t ion recogniz ing that  everY person has r ights and
I ibel t ies the aovernnent  is  p ledged to Protect .  That  is  the verv essencc
of  the Bi I l  o f  Rights!  lvhen the governnent  fa i ls  to  honor th is  comitnent '
the f reedon of  a l i  o f  us is  ut t inate ly  endangered.

Wart ine of ter  sees expedience subst i tu ted for  reasoned judgbent .  3ut
no war l ine condi t ions just i f ied the act ions taken here.

As you know the connission on llartine Relocation and Intern'n€nt of
c iv i l ia  s  repol ted to congress star t l ing facts about  the governnent ' !
in ternnent  pol icy:

More than t ro- th i rds - -  two- th i rds l  _-  of  the Japanese Ainer lcan
internees ere Amer icatr  c i t izens.  The rest  were 1ega1 U.S.  res idents,
i rany of  whon {ere barred by d iscr in inatory laws f ron beconing c i t izens,
despi te long les ide ce in  our  country.

Without  just i f icat ion,  they were adjudged col lect ive ly  gui l ty  and ther
uere col lect i i /e ly  punished.  our  govelnnent ,  so1e1y on the basis  of  thei r
JaDanese ancesl ry .  exc luded theh f ron thei !  hones,  businesses and con'
m u ; r i r i e s  o d  t h e  p a c i f i c  c o a s t .  N o n e  h a d  r h e  b e D e f i t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e v i e u
or  any othe!  nani festat ion of  due process of  1aw to det€rn ine thei r  loyal ty ,
Suspected cr in inaLs,  even in uar t ine,  are usual ly  af forded nole r iShts.

No 3ct  of  espionage,  sabotage or  f i f th  colunn act iv i ty  had been
comit ted by the Nisei  or  by the res ident  JaPanese a l iens on th€ lvest  Coast .
Aner ican of f ic ia ls  knev th is  at  the t ine.  Many Japanese Aner icans were
held unt i l  Decenber-Tf44 - -  a per iod of  near ly  thr ;e y€ars - -  and nore than
18 nonths af ter  of f ic ia ls  pr ivate ly  acknowledged that  no n i l i tary
just i f icat ion ex is ted for  cont inuiDg the pol icy.

These a le the facts.  Because about  70 percent  of  those af fected by
th is  les is lat ion no1{ res ide in  Car i forn ia,  I  - -  as cal i fo tn ia 's  senior
senator- - -  have a natura l  in terest  in  th is  b i l ] .  But  ny Pelsonal  involve.
nent  in  seeki rg just ice for  these Aner icans dates back to 1942.

Short ly  af ter  Pear l  Harbor '  I  l ,as assigned to the of f ice of  l {ar
Info lnat ion in  Iashington.  I  worked c losel ) ,  wi th Eleanot  Roosevel t ,
Archibald l {ac le ish and then-At torney General  Francis  Biddle in  t ry ing to
dlssuade President  l ra t rk l in  Roosevel t  f ron inplenent ing the evacuat ion
and internnent  p1an.
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l a t e r .  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r n n e n t  p r o c e s s  b e g a n ,  I  v i s i t e d  t t o  o f  t h e  c a ' n p s '
A r o u n d  l h e  c l o c } .  I  s p e n t  n y  l i m e  i n s i d e  t h e  b a r b e d  u i r e  t a l r r n g  t o
internees.  inc luAinq iovhood f r iends f ron l ,os Al tos '  Cal i forn ia.  These
, e r e  D e . D i "  H i t h  d h ; n  I  h a d  l e a l n e d  t h e  P 1 e d 8 9  o f  A l l e g i a n c e '  t h e  s t a r
Spansied '3anne!  and Aner ica the Beaut i fu l  Thei r  loyal tv  to th is  Nat ion
vas unquest ionable.

I  noted the i rony of  seeing Aner ican Nisei  so ld iers,  horne on fur lough
ard in  uni forn,  watrder ing around ins ide a fenced- in in ternnent  canp.
These Nisei  so id iers were la ter :  to  tetu l r  f ron the bat t le f ie lds of  Europe
as the nost  d is t i rguished and decorated conbat  uni t  o f  the var '  and f rom
the Paci f ic  theater  as 1ova1 sold iers and n i l i tarv in te l l igence of f icers
i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  T n p e r i a l  J a P a t - .

Y e t ,  e v e n  a s  t h e y  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a l e s ,  t h e i r  P a r e n t s '  w i v e s
and chi laren vere held in  iuarded canps by the U.S.  governnent .  Mv f r iends
and fonner c lassnates in  these cabPs just i f iab ly  fe l t  thenselves robbed
of  thei r  c i t izenship.  Sone of  those interned were to ld that  in ter ' rnent
uas for  thetr  orn p iotect ion.  But  they sau c lear lv  that  the nachine gutrs
and search l ishts aurrounding thei r  pr ison faced insard.

I h e  w a r  e r t r a c t e d  s r e a t  s a c r i f i c e s  f r o i n  a l l  a n e r i c a n s '  r e s u l r i n g
f r o m  n e c e s s a r y  m e a s u r e s  t o  d e f e n d  o u r  c o u n t r y  B u t  t h e  e r c l u s i o n  a n d
inte! t rnenL ool icv uas a hardship imposed exclJs ive lv  upon JaPanese -
A n e r i c a n s  - :  c 1 e ; r r v  f o r  r a c i a l  r e a s o n s  a l o n e .  N o  s i n i l a !  a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n '
f o r  e x a n D I e .  a s a i n s i  A n e r i c a n s  o f  I t a l i a n  o r  G e r n a n  d e s c e n L  a l t h o u g h  I L a I v
and ceminv ueie a l50 a 'nons the Axis Powers u i th wlos He Nere at  uar '

The exclus ior  at rd renoval  of  Japanese Aner icans resul ted f ron a long
h i s t o r y  o f  o r g a n i z e d  a n t i - J a P a n € s e  a g i l a t i o n  o n  t h e  w e s t  c o a s r . . . B v - c o n -
t r a s t .  i n  H a H a i i  t h e  n i L i t a r y  c o M a n d e r  r e s t r a r n e d  P l a n s  f o r  r a d l c a r
n e a s u i e s  a n d  t r e a t e d  t h e  e t h r i c  J a p a n e s e  a s  l o v a I  t e s i d e n l s  - -  a b s e n t
sDeci f ic  ev idence to the contrary.  Only 2,000 ethnic Japanese 1{ere taken
i ; to  custody in  Hawai i ,  versus 120,000 or  the Main land'

M a n v  D e o D t e  s u f f e r e d  I o s s e s  i n  t h e  u a r ,  a s  J i d  n a n v  J a p a n e s e  A n e r i c a t s .
But  onry J loaiese Arer icans uere fo lced f lorn thei r  hones,  businesses and
farns i ;  th ;  cont inenta l  U.s.  and depl ived of  thei r  f leedon bv the u.S.

Many evacu€es tost  far  more than the anount  prov ided bv the redress
Ies is lat ion.  An independent  s tudv for  the Conniss ion found ecoDonic losses
a I 6 n e .  i n c l u d i n s  i n t e i e s t ,  m a y  h a v e  a v e r a 8 e d  a s  m u c h  a s  S 1 8 0 , 0 0 0  e a c l , ,
r u n n i n c  a s  h i e h - a s  $ 6 . 2  b . L l I i o n  i n  c u ! r e n t  d o l l a t  v a t u e .  M a n y  c o n s i i l e r
th is  a-cotrser tat i .ve est inate of  the real  econonic loss€s.  The redress
legis lat ion uould prov ide only about  a s ix th of  th is  anount  as conpensat ioD.

Since the in ternnent '  nany who supported i t  have had second thoughts,
inc luding fomer Secretary of  war Henry 1, .  St inson.  Just ice wi l l lan o-
D o u s l a s ,  o n e  o f  f i v e  S u p r e m €  C o u r t  J u s t i c e s  w h o ,  i n  t h e  K o r e m a t s u  c a s e '
h e r ;  r h ;  e v a c u a t i o n  c o n i t i t D t r o n a l L v  p e m i s s i b l e ,  l a t e r  3 e T t r f l c a s e

n v  c o n s c i e n c e . "  T n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  e n o u g h  J u s t i c e s  f r o m  t h e
or is inal  naior i tv  have wr i t te t r  that  on h indsight ,  thev vould have voted
d i f T e r e n t l y ,  t o  i r o d u c e  a  d ! f f e ! e n t  r e s u I L .

Chief  Just ice Ear l  $ar ten __ uho as Cal i fohia 's  at tornev general
had u lged evacuat ion - -  sunned i r  up af terwards:  " I  have s ince deePlv
regret ted the renoval  order  and sy o lJn test inony advocat ing i t '  because l t
wa!  not  in  keeping { i th  our  Aner ican concept  of  f reedon and the r ights of

The loss of  a c i t izenrs f reedom can never  be neasured adequate lv  in
money.  But  the nonetary paynent  lecomnended by the Cohniss ion and
inc luded in th is  leg is lat ion is  an essent ia l  e lenrent  to  nake !ediess a
real t ty ,  ard to euarantee the satrc t i tv  of  our  prec ious l iber t ies for  our


