
tl, years later:

Will the Japanese American
Internment Be Redressed?

198? offers thc b€st charce yet to ight the wlongs clmmitted in 1942" whetr the U.S. govermeat put over 1Z),000 Japanese
AEerica.Ds into concentration camps wittout charges or hea.ings. The goveimeut claimed military necessity, but a 1981govem-
Bent coEmissioD fou.ad that in fact, there was nore. It has also been established i! f€deral court that the sov€rDment deliberatelv
covered up evidence showilg that tie itrternEent was u$ecess?ry.

U.S. Concentration Camps
The truth is tbat those put itrto tte camps wcre victimiz€d

solely due to th€ir Japan€se ancestry. Two-thirds of the in-
temees were U.S. citize$. Most of the rest were Japalese
immigrants baned by law froD becoDrirg natualizrd U.S.
citizens. World War I velemls atrd unilormeal members of
ti€ U.S. armed forces *€re not spared. Alyorc otr the West
Coast who was as litde as one-sixteeEth Japares€ was subject
to internEeBt, whil€ ltalian-Americans or cerdan-
A-Eericans were not touched.

Intemees spent an average of 3 years b€hind barbed wire,
watched by armed guards in desolate desert casps. They had
beeD alowed ody to brirg what they corid carry c/ith the6.
Families. careers farms and businesses were shatt€red. The
psychological and social scars remain to this day.

The Redress Movement
Shce the late 1970s, a.n uDprecedented and powerful

movelrent has swept and united Japalesc Ameican com-
munities across th€ courtry - a movement to correct the
gross iljustic€ of tle coocentratio! camps aad cnsure that
thjs rever agfi happ€ns to any otber group of people.

Former irtemees, studeDts, lawyers, and Japalese-
Ahericars from a[ walk of life, joiDed by justice-nhded
people of aI nationalities, raisecl tbeir voices in a call to rec-
dry the tremeDdous wrorg committ€d during World \rar II.
The NatioDal Coalilion for Redress8eparatioEs was founded
in 1980 and, together with such organizations as lbe Japanes€
Am€rican Citizens I€ague ald tI€ National Council for
Japanese AEelican Redress, has helped orgarize tbe
grassroots movement for re&ex and reparation.

Io 1981 the Commission od WartiEe Relocatiotr ard In,
ternment of Civilia$ held hearings aroud the country add
studied volumes of materials. It concludsd that the camDs
had been a grave injustice a:rd reconneuded:

r Ar offi€ial apologJ' for the camps
. Payment of $20,000 to each surviving forEer internee
r A coBEurity fund for projects related to rhe canps

Redress Bil ls in Congress

Shce then, bills have been introduced in both houses of
Congress, to put hto effect the Comm'.ssioB\ re€ommenda-
tions. This year, we are maling our biggest push yet to en-
sure ttrat the Hous€ of Representatives \rill pass the redress
bi[, H.R. 442, and that the SeDate parfes S. 1009.

Due to the support redress forces have accumulated i.u the
past several years aDd favorable shifts i.o CoDgress, we believe
there is a charce for rcdress a.trd reparatiors this year. ID
June, H.R. lK2 was approved by the House Judiciary Com-
lrittee and ;s scbeduled for a full floor vote or Seprember 17,
the ardvelsary of th€ sigding of the CoDstitution. S, 1009 was
approved by the Serate Gov€rnmental Affairs CoEmittee in
August, a.nd is now on lhe firll floor of th€ Senate. The flnal
count for cosponsors is 167 cosponsors (out of 440)+ for rhe
House bill, aad 76 cosponsors (out of 100) for the Semte bill

To pass these bilk, with the crucial t20,000 i,tdiidual
payment iiact, and have President Reagan either sign thcm
or override his veto will Dot b€ easy. We have about a month
before the House vote and w€ need to make sure rhat mem-
bers of Consress know there is supoort for th€ redress b;lls.
'House figures irclude 5 non-vot;rg delegares.

(See reverse side for what vou can do)
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HOWYOU CAN HELP MAKE REDRESS A REALITY

We EUst urgp meEb€rs of CoDgress to support H.R. 442 asd S. 1009. If you lnow pcople in ateas whele there are not
sany Japancsc America.$, asl them !o c,riic to their reprcseEtatirEa. This is very important as therc arc many dislricts ir
the south and oidwest s,hcre thcre is aot a lot of suppo.t for the redress bils. Thc accompanyiDg lists show the na.mes of
reprcsentatir€s a.[d senators who have not cospolsored thc bills aDd the states aDd dislncts they represent.

If )oul Selators or Congressp€rson supports HR.442 ssd S. 1009, c1rit€ lo thelr and thank them for rheir supporL ard ask
them to keep irtact thc Ley Fovision providing S20,000 paymc to forEer htemec!. You might also want to urge them to
encorrage tleir Don-cosponsoriDg collcagles in CoDgress to suppolt the bill.

In addirion, members of tls 442trd Regimental Combat Taam ars urged to coDtact Texas representatives shce tley are
hoDorary TeEns (for savirg tbe 'Lost BattaloD' fron Texas during world war n).

U A I L G E A M S :  Y o u  c a n  E e n d  a  M a i l F r a m  t o  a n y  m e r n b e r  o f  C o n F r e E E  b y  c a l i i n F  L I E
a t  ( 2 1 3 )  6 A A - 3 ? 2 9  o .  < 2 1 3 >  6 6 5 - 5 5 1 5  a n d  w e  c a l l  s e n d  a  M a i l g . a n  i n  v o u .
n a m e .  Y o u  \ t i l l  b e  b i l l e d  9 3 . 5 0  f o r  e a c h  M a i l g r a n  v o u  a u t h o r i z e .  I f  y o u
p . e f e r  t o  s e n d  y o u r  o w n  M a i l g r a h ,  y o u  c a n  d o  s o  b y  c a l l l n g  B A U D  9 6 0 0 '  a
M a i l g r a m  s e r v l c e ,  a t  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 3 - 7 6 6 0 .  G i v e  t h e n  y o u !  n e s s a g e  ( u p  t o  1 0 0
words),  the rnernbea of Congress you want the mes9age sent to '  and your

n a m e ,  c i t y  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r .

LETrERS: Pelsonal letters to members of congress are very efle.tive. Siace time is of the essence, you leed to rrrite to
your representative today!

The address for memben of the House of Representatives is:
House of Representalives.Washingtor, D,C. 20515

The address for members of the Senate is:
United States Senate, Washington, D.C.20510

MAKE DONATIONS AND GET INVOLVED: In order to make the big Push for
aec j ress  l eg i s la t l on  ve  need  funds  no re  than  eve r .  P lease  send  youa
d o n a t i o n s  t o  N . C , R . R ,  a l  2 4 4  S o .  S a n  P e d . o  S ! .  * 4 1 0 ,  L o s  A n g e l e s '  c A
9 0 0 1 3 .
information or r€dreas a.nd reparations.

The more people we har€, tle more support we ca! Eobilize and the bettet our chances of xiaaiag re&ess. If you wad to
help a litde or a lot, contact us and $€'ll let yo]l krow wbat you can do.


