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Dusr swirlsthrouehOwensValley, Calit.,inM.rch of 1942 asthefirstidemeesmoveinro domitorieswhere they{ill live untillheeadofrhewar

An Apology to Japanese Americans
The Senate says they were wrongly inlenrcd during World War II

I  l l r  m r n \  h l \ ! { 1 .  m l s t . , l c \  t \ c r u t l ' e
LOrde 0066 uof  . rDn o\ i  . r l  rost  o lT
handcdly On Fcb l l .  1942.  Drcoccupicd
by a Lso lor l  q ! f .  PrcsrderL l . r lnk l  I  t )
Roosevelt de.ided rot lo boLher $ith r
mceLjng on the subjecr and simplr said
yes in a phone call to his Slcret.ry of w.r.
addins the bllrd advic€. Rc as rcason
ableas you.rn Siered r  week lx lef . lhe
ofder  led 1o Ihe foundup and internment
ol 120.000 Japancsc Americans for thc
durat ion of  Wor ld Wrr  I l .  an !c l r .n  Lhat
Ha$aij Sendtd Sprrk MaLsunner calls
rhe _on€ grr iL  bkn on Lhe Consl i tu t ion '

Last week rhe nation moved a step cLoser
(o exlrungi.e thar st!in. Thc Scnatc lorcd
togive an apolqy and d lri-iiee paymerl
oiS20.000 to eich ol the 60.000 sufvivins
iincrnces. Thc bill nrusl no$ so m the
Houso. which hasal.eady pas5ed a sinrlar

Most Americans leel obvious sxrishc
tion .t the expression ol so.r'os .nd lhe
payorent ofwhat amounts to rcfaraLiors
for a woeful chapter in nali.rnal hjst()ry
Sr i1 l .  a  nunber o l  e th ica l  quesl ioDs swi f l
around the js$E. Chiefanroner thcm: was
the in ter inren! . just ined in ! I€  cont€xl  o l
iG rimel, Is it necessary or rjgh! 10 apol(!
gile f.r a dim.ult decision made under
unpfecedenled wanime pressufel

Ccr ta in ly  Lhe hysrcr ia  rhat  swcpt  thc
West CoasL a[e. Pedrl Harbor seL the
sraee fof sone kind ofdmstic acrion No
rumof lboul Ja panese Americars was too
wild to b! bcliev€d. Treasonous li{rmers
ser€ said ro be growing tomaloes rn ar-
row-shaped patches rhat pointed the *ay
lor eneny pilors to California delense
plants. Nis€istrde.ts we.e rcpo|led to bc
pouring irro German-language classes ar

ucr.A, presufrably Lo help rhe Na/h One
srory said wily Japanese saboleu$ had
qure l l y  boueht  un  Land l round westCoas l
n r l  !a r !  r f s ta l l ! t io fs

(b!en,ment ofli.ialsand opinion lead-
ers phyed a ln.ee ite in frnnincthe nrmes
Fo' so.re .e.sor. Navy Secretarf Fmrk
Knox said scc.et lgenls ir Ilavaii had ef
fe.rively helped Japan. thoueh hekne$ the
statenre.L was uftruc A Tr€sury Depad
orcnt omcial!nrounccd rhat 20.000 mcm
be.s of the Ja pdrese-,4 mencan .om munrry
Nere lerdy ntroreanl/edaction' locippLe
the war eflon Eafl Wiren, then Calilomia
attorncy gcncml. nnd ColunnrisL w!Llcl
L ippnra fn  cchcd lha t  ther rc  w i rh  somc rc
nrarkebly pdaroid reasoning: the la.k ol
sdb.xlge sas Nr eerie sjgr. indicali.e (hal
t igh t ly  d isc i f l r fed  Japanese Aner icars
musL be quierly pldrning some irt ointr
s lve .coofd inared  sLr ike

nranders agred lhal an invasiLD $as
alnrsr imp.ssible Nonetheless Lhe evacu-
alion policy prceeded. partly loshos rhrt
Lhe GolernnrenL sas busy doirg some
thirg There simply was no militarl reed
to upfen J.panese Anefi.rn hnilies
U.S Auorrey Cereml Francis Brddles
laterassessmert should h!!c bcen nrade al
lhe 1rnre The proghm s!s ill!d!ised. uf
necessaryand unn{ess.ily ..uel 

'
' 'H inds ish t  h rs  p ru len  us  wrcng. '

sard oneofrhe raysayers. Nelida Senatof
Ch i .  I IechL.  as  i fLhe nxL ion  $ere  pun ish
ing itsellroday simply fof guessinc wrone
lone aso Bad gucsscs arc iol 'noraL fall
Ings. bu! !h€ swoeping sus penson ofrigh!s
nr one racial g.oup cerlainly js Pedple
were inremed il they werc only one-
eishth Jap.nese by blood. Thefe werc no
c . 'nps  fo r  Gcnnan Anrer icans .  desp j re
rea l  supFor r  fo r  German!  a fd  I l i r le r  in
the  German 'Amedc.n  Bund .And ro
c.mps were sel up for Jllunese Ameri
cans rn Flawari. slre.e Lhere we.e plenly
o ie rhn ic  Japanese bur  no  s t .ong tJad i t jon
olxnri-Japenese resentments

ll lhe wfong is obvioos. the ways to
rieht iL are not. Scrarof Malcolnr wallop
of wyonrifs. amorg others. storSly ob
jecred Lo the 520.000 pxymentsr *Honor

does. t cooe with a dollar sig| on it. aDd
'ou don t buy jt back The objecliof is
d is jngenuous.  s ince  wr l lop  rh inks  there  ls
n.rhing Io apologi/e for lt is also *rone-
headed Undef rhe Amefican syslem of
tofi law. wforgful hafd is .outinely ac
k fo$ ledged lv i lh  cash pa tmen ls .8u l  t ( )
rhose inLerned. Lhe formal dpology and
Ihe fenoval oi the sliada of disloyalry
may count for far more rhan tho cash Thc
counlry is dlso apdlogi/jng 10 irself for
l ranp l ing  i rsown coreva lues  As  theSen-
a te  b i l l says  un f i inch ins ly .  rhe  in le rnmenr
policy was caused by mci.l prejudicc.
war hlsteria and a tuilurc of polilical

n.e reNson. lo logies a 'e due is  th !1(he
tl, U s. acted aaaiist its o$n bost inftt
mat ion The Fur had beeD warching Lhe
Japanese Anrericar comrNnly fof nve
tc l rs  $ j lhet  not ic inC anyth i rg l larnr
i rg There is  r lsoe! jdence!haL the. lusr i .e
lleparrment did roL rell the Supreme
Coun r l l  i r  k .es abour the loyal ty  of  hp-

Colunrnist Jlmes J. Kjlpllrick argus
Lhat lea.s of d Japanese invasbn $ere nor
.bsud aI the time. 8ur lhe J.panese mili
|ary rurncd irs attcnrior lar to theeast im
medialely dier Pearl Harhr. By lheend of
Deceniber 1941. tleut ceneral ]ohn L
Dewitr, sho connanded West Coasr de-
fenss. concluded that no invasion was
likely. Ry lhc timoF.D.R. sisned lhe Exec
ulive O.der. top ,\rmy and Navy conr


