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Stakes Raised for Nikkei Latin Americans
Koshio Henry Shima opts out of U.S. government's plan for token compensation.

DedeGreener and the U.S. government
fo. allegedly violaling his c;vil rights
and for alleged breachoflheir fiduciary
duty, accord;ng to papers filed Tuesday
in rhe Los Angeles U.S. Dislrict Couft.

Shima also seeks full benefits under
the Civil Liberties Act of i988. whichj
includes a presidential apology to intern-
ees, a token redress payment oi $20,000,
and thc propo.tionaie benefils of a $2
billion lruslset up locoverredress pay-
ments and 10 establish various means of
educat ing the publ ic about the U.S.
govemment's carnpaign 1o vilify and
incarcerate Japanese Americans du.ing

Shima and most of the olher Latin
American intcrnees have been excluded
frorn seltling under the Civil Liberties
Act, which over the last decade has
made paymenls to more than 81,000
Japanese Americans who were impris-

In 1988, Congress deemed foreign-

born abductees inel igible for the
$20,000 reparations payments, despite
the circumstances that brought them ro
the United States. Attorney General
Janet Reno has denied Japanese Latin
Americans redress on the rationale thal
lhey enlered the country without proper
immigration documentation and were
considered itlegal residents during war

"It was like a trick they did to me,"
Shima said at a press conference Tues-
day in his attorney's Mid-Wilshire of-
fice. 'They pirt me incampand lold me
I'n illegal. I was thinking Immigration
wasjoking around."

A small group oi those Japanes€
Latin Americans who succeeded in es-
tablishing permanent residency afler the
war were able to retroactively qualify
for redress under the Civil Liberties AcL
Allhough Shina became a permanent
residenl in 1955, and a U.S. citizen in
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By JOHN LEE

The iirst nember of a class aclion
hwsuit by Japanese Latin Americans
Laken hoslage illesally during wo.ld
War l I  has re jected rhe U.S.
govcrnmenl's recent settlemeni offer,
and l l ledc la ims for  Dore than $10 mi l
ljon jn compeDsaoon.

Koshio Hcnry Shirna, a 74-year-old
narive of Peru, is seeking full compen-
sation for the loss ofhis freedom du.ing
wartimc, pcrmanenl loss of cilizenship
in his nalive couniry. and the violation
oi equal proiection rights when he a'd
othe. hpancsc Lalin Americans wcre
denied lhe same redress benefits granled
Japanese Americans undcr thc Civil Lib
cr t iesActof  1988.  Shima's c la im seeks
$10 million for these damages.

In addition, Shina is suing U.S. At
ldney Gcncral J^net Reno: the director
of the Oilice of Redress Administration,
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Latin Americans
aU.S. citizen in 1961, hehas twi€ebeen
denied requests for full redress.

On Tuesday, Shima told reponers of
experiences over a half-century, from
the mom€nt he was abducted without
explanation while visiting an uncle's
coffee shop in Lima in 1943. Shima
along with two uncles and an employee
were arrested by armed govemment
agents. and taken by truck to a detention
cenler nonh of Lima. Shima was held
for six w€eks before being shipped to a
Panama City tabor camp.

Shima was then transferred betw€en
lockdowns in Long Beach; Kenedy,
Texas: Kooskia, Idaho; and Crystal City.
Texas, where his lather and sister were
imprisoned with other Japanese Latin
Americans and Japanese Americans for
the duration of ahe war.

"I told them I was Peruvian," Shima
said, recalling the early days ofhis or-
deal with U.S. immigration and military
aurhorities. "l was bom there. They j usl
said,'We're going to ch€ck it out.' lf
everything wasokay, they were going to
release me. so I waited and waited."

After the war, Shima had difficulty
maintaining factory and farmingjobs in
the United States, due largely to lan-
guage barriers and the residual stigma
against peopie of Japanese descent. Af-
ter working for 40 years as a g.rdener,
he made modest investments in real es-
tate, and is now living in retirement.

More than 50 years of secrecy and
obscurity around the subject of U.S-
govemment-sponsored abductions in
Latin America was lifted as a compro-
mise settlement was reached with fed-
eral govemmeni. On.lune 12. President
Clinton issued afl official apology, and
pledged payments of$5,000 to each of
the 2,264 Japanese Latin Americans
abducted during the war.

About 640 applications from Japa-
nese Latin Americans have been re'
ceived by the Office of R€dress Admin-
istration before the postmark deadtine
of Aug. 10. with an additional 70 ex-
pecled to be received from abroad be
fore the Sept.4 deadline forr€€eipt.

People who fi led claims with the gov-
ernfte.t beforeJuly 7 may choose to opt
our of rhe settlement agreement unlil
Sept. 10, by which time they must file a
requestforexclusion fom. If claims were
filed between July 7 and Aug. 10, the
deadline to apply for a request for exclu-
sion is Oct. I 9. All applicants have until
Oct. 26 to fil€ written comments and
objections regarding both settlements.
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H€nry Shima, second from right, is h€rded to a panama Ciay tabor canp in 1943.
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KOOIn loma. lead aitomey ln |he
class action suit, Mochizuki v. the
United Stat€r, said effons are under-
way to persuade President Clinton and
Congress to appropriat€ money to cover
the cost of all reparations payments, and
possibly an additional $ 15,000 for each
Japanese latin American r€cipient.

Although Toma is prevented from
representing applicants who opt out of
the class action, he said he supports
them should they de€ide to object to the
settlement agreement terms."Every intemee should do what's in
their conscience to get thejustice they
feel they deserve," Toma said.

Aboul l0people, of whom Shima is
the first, have indicated they might opt
out of the s€ttlemenl agreement, accord-
ing to the Campaign for Justice, a re-
dress advocacy group.

"Afier waiting so long and they tell
me it was going to be only $5,000,"
Shima said, " I decided I'm not going to
sign. I'm not a tenorist. I'm one of the
innocenl people. I'd like to get the same
a\ others.... I'm going to be ?5 years
soon. I slill have io finish lhis claim."

All persons eligible for reparations
who m;ssed the Aug. l0 deadline are still
encouraged to contacl the ORA at (888)
219-6900. For assistance call the Cam,
paign for Justicei Julie Small (310) 4?3-
6 134 orAyako Hagihan (213)669-6442.


