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Child of Former Evacuee Files Suit for Redress
Previously denied because she was bom after the
Depafiment of Justice-imposed cutoff birthdate of
Jan. 20, 1945, Wendy Hirota sues for compensation.

MINORS Rf,DRESS

By TAKESHI NAKAYAMA

AJapaneseAm€rican woman bom to
evacuees near the end of World war II
is suing $e United Srates govemment
to b€come eligible for the redress pro-
sram and receive $20,000 reparations
and an apology

wendy Hirola, 52. was previously
denied reparations by the Office ofRe-
dress Administ.ation because she was
bom afier Jan. 20, I 945, the Depanmenr
ofJustice-imposed cutoffdate lo be eli-
gible fbr reparations.

Atlomey Pa1 Hattori and anorher at-
lomey who asked io remain anonymous
are cu.rently in the process of filing a
lawsuir in the U.S. Court of Federal

Claims in Washinglon, D.C., on behalf
ofHircta.

Hirola, in her appeal ofrhe ORA de
nialofher claim, argues that she sho ld
slill be eligible for reparations even
thougb she was bom in Denveron F'eb.
3, 1946, because hcr father could not
retum to the West Coasr after Jan. 20.
1945, even though the U.S. govemmcnr
announced that Japanese Americans

Her fathcr, Kentaro Takatsui, was la-
beled a 'lroublemaker" at Tule Lake
concentration camp b€cause ofhis anti-
admin;stration activities. He was con-
fined in detention cent€rs at Moab, Utah.
Leupp, Arizona. and the Sranislaus
(Califomia)jail before being sem back
to Tule Lake uniil the war ended. Al

war's end, he was norified lhat he had
an 'individual exclusion order. ' mcan
ing he could nor retum to the Wesl Coasr.

Hirota, whose father is from Sealile
and her late mothcr irom Oakland, is
appealing ORAs deDial ofher applica,
tion tbr redress because her falhcr's in,
dividull exclu\ion order rneant hc was
still nol frec to move back home.

The indiv idual  lawsui t  seeks 10
change the curoff dale of binh fd .e-
drcss e l ig ib i l i ly  to  June 1946 f rom
January 1945. According io Hirota. the
Civil Liberries Act of 1988 srates rhar
eligibiliLy should be for persons bom
up to the c los ingof the las lcamp, June
1946.

Two other Niklei suing rhe govem
nenl  are Carole Song and Carol
Higashi. On Monday, Scou Yamaguchi
and Jul ia  Mass f i ledalawsui ton behal f
of Higashi and Professor Lisa Ikemoto
filed on behalfofSong.
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by the Japan€se American Bar Assn. to
work with the National Coalition for
Re{tress and Repantions (NCRR).

"We believe claimants who were de-
nied are deserving of restitutions," said
one Nikkei lawyer who requested ano"
nymity.

"We think the Jan. 20 cubf date is
arbitrary and capricious. In many cases,
the claimants were not aware they were
frce to go back to the west Coast, or rhey
were not able to go back. ln one case, a
mother was six months pregnant," the

"For some, it would have been dan-
gerous (because of the threat of anti-
Japanese violence), and th€y had noth-
ing to go back to. It would have been a
real hardship to go back to rcbuild their
lives at that time," he said."We hop€ the ORA or the courts will
see fit to recognize the hardships these
clainants sutrered and provide them
with a remedy," he added.


