
Down to Wire for
Former Internee ,lu\4t

Denied Redress
Kay Kato, 89, spent his
because of technicality,

By MARTHA NAKACAWA

A bureaucralic technicality is pre
venting Kay Sadao Kato.89, who was
lockedup in a U.S- concenlration camp
dunng Wortd War II, from receiving

The natirralized lssei in West l"os
Angeles operated a lucrarive imporv
export business in Northem Califor-
nia Kaio Kejtei Shokai ( Kato Broth-
eruandCompany) until the outbreak
of world War II, when allWesl Coast
residents of Japanese ancestry werc
lbrcibly cvrcuated by the U.S. govem-

Kato spenlfouryearsatthe Rohwer
Relocation Center in Arkansas wilh

And he also had ro rcgisrer for the
selcctive services in 1940. l94l and
1945.

B ut b€cause Kato was in the U niled
Slates on a merchant trade visa and
was not a permancnt resident at the
line ofevacualion, rclocation and the
inlemmenl period, which is a stipula-
tion ofthe Civil Libeiies Act of 1988.
Kato has been denied redress.

And becausc the Civil Libenies Aci
of 1988-thc law which calls for an
officiat govemment apology and com-
pensation paymenr of S20,000 to
former camp intemees-will "sunset"

on Aug. 10, Kato s case takes on an
immediale urgency.

It's not as if Kato has waited until
thelaslminute to file forredress. Since
the late 1980s, he's wri(en lerters of
support and filed with the Office of
Redress Administralion as rj(x)n as the
bill was signed. Bul in 1992. Kato
received a ieller from ORAlelling him
he was being denied redress.

In 1993, Kato contacred Janet
Saisho. who works at the San Femando
Valley Japanese American Commu,
nity Center's Senior Center and fell '
intoassisting intemees file fbr redress.
Wilh her help, he s8nt in a lelter of

war years at Rohwer, but
his claim has been turned down.

appeal. Two-and-a halfyears later, he
received another lelter telling him he
was again denied redr€ss. Since then,
Saisho and lhe Kato iamily have been
discussing the mauer with thc ORA.
particul ly with Tink Cooper. who
according io Saisho, empathizes with
Kalo but conlends thal they cannotget
around the guidelines.

Kato came 1i) thc Unircd Stales in
I 928. fouryears atl€r the Unired States
had passed the stingent lmmigralion
Acrof 1924, brrrnrs'irrually.rll immi-
gralion fiom Japan Exceptions were
mxde to clergy, students. edrlcalors
and people like Karo, lvho received a
merchanltrrde visa and had rsponsor
in the Uni(ed States.

Kato joined his brorhcr in San Fran-
crsco lo run rhe Kalo Keirei Shokai,
which had retail stores in San Fran-
cisco, Stockton, Oakland and Sacra,
menro. During that time. Ka(o even
reccived three U.S.  patents on
chinaware and traveled across the
Uniled States to markel his products.

''Econornically, we were doing very
well. Katosaid,speakinginJapanese.

Right before the war broke out. he
manied Anerican citizen Tomiko lto
and hadason. Douglas. Soon after, the
lanily was herded into the Stockton
Assembly CcnDr before being carted
oU to Rohwer. Arkansas.

In camp, rhe FBI required all lssei
1() file an alien regisrraiioncard, which
allowcd $e FBI to identify illegal aliens
in an cliort Lo dcpon them. But Saisho
noted that becnuse so many Issei had
come iblo fie United States illcgally
even atter passage oi the Immigration
Acl of 1924 and that so many of these
I!!ei had families, the FBI instead al-
lowed the illegal dicns to apply for
pcrmancnt residency status, Saisho

Katoremembers this, and he noted
thatwhenhetalkedlorn FBloffi cial ar
thc time. he was rold he d;d nor have to
apply ibrpermanentresidencybecause
he had a legitimlte passport and mer

Two othe. technicaljtics working
against Kalo is that rhe treaty between
the Unired States and Japan, which had
allowed Kato to rcceive a merchanr
trade visa. had become null righr be-

Secondly, Kato was told he would
have a stronger case ifhc had applied
for his Amencan cilizenship in 1952.
when the Mccarfan Act was passed
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''I told then(ORA) rhatwheDfani-
lies camc back from camp, they were
having n hard time trfing 10 make a
living and gerting naluratizcd was tbe
thnhcst thing from thcir minds." said
Saisho. "The governnrcnt should take
pan of rhe responsibiliry."

Aftef being rcleased iiom camp,
ptt[t t.. Kn., tut!. 5

Kato
the Kato family weni 10 Omaha, Ncb.,
wherc Kalo worked for a Caucasiln
photographerforabout threeyears. Sincc
Kato had r relative in Los Angetes, the
family moved our here and he worked
for thmed photographerToyo Miyatake

But wanting ro slan his own busi-
ncss, Kato left Miyatake and opened
Japancse Arts and Gifts. a gifl sro.e. in
Beverly Hills in 1952, which he oper-
atecl tbr the next 30 years.

For Kato's son, who along with his
morherhad reccived redress, ir's be€na
waiting game. Douglas Karo has ar-
tended a numbe. of NCRR (National
Coalition for Redress and Repararions)
meelings on behalf of his father, and
have hooked up with Alex F kui. who,

through NCRR, is coordinaling auor
neys willing to work on inlemee cases

According ro Fukui, two immigra,
tion lawyers have studied Kato's case
and felt it was geared more roward an
equal prooecrion and consrilutional law
case. As a result, they are currently look-
ing for a lawyer whose expenise lies in
that area, said Fukui.

Fukui added that atromeys faniliar
with Kato's case feelthaahe has legiii-
mar€ grouncts to contest the legislation
that barred him from receiving redress.

"We just can't find anybody dghr
now. said Fukui, who realizes fta! tbe
Aug. 10 deadline is fasr approaching.

Fukui is hoping that because Kato
filed for redress years ago. his case will
notbedismissed even after ihc Auc. l0
deadline date.
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