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Five Days Remain in U.S. Redress Progr
Community groups encourage potential eligible persons
to submit claims to the ORA immediately.

The national Japanese American
Citizens League (JACL), National
Coalition forRedress and Repantions
(NCRR) and others concem€d with
gaining justice for Niklrci former in-
lerne€s, are urging any and all poten-
tial eligible persons to submit their
reparations claims to the Office of
Redress Administration immediately
before the historic Civil Libeties Act
of 1988 sunsets next week.

After Monday, Aug. 10, lhe U.S.
govemment will no longer have author-
ity to make redrcss payments to those
Nikkei deprived oftheir civil and human
righls during World War IL

In 1942, approximately 120,000
Americans ofJapanese ancestry and le-
gal pemanent residents were evacuated
from their West Coast homes and in
most cases were intemed in American
concentmtion camps.

Forty-six years later, the U.S. gov-
emment acknowledged andapologized
for lhis gmve injustice with passage of
rhe civil Libenies Act of 1988. This
legislation authorized the payment of
$20,000 and a letter of apology to each
individual who suffered as a result of
Executive Order 9066.
. All eligible persons must have been

living on Aug. 10, 1988.
Th€ redress door is quickly closing,

as redress advocates search for fout
groups of individuals:

L The U.S. Departrnent of Justice,
Qffice of Redress Administration
(ORA), has published a list of u*nown
iddividuals. There are 1,500 Japarcse
Americans who were identified in his-
torical intemment r€cords who have not
b.en accounted. Cornmunity members
ar€ encoumged to review this list for
fqmily memben or friends. This list is

available through ORA, JACL and
NCRR.

2. Wit\ \he Ishida y. United States
decisionon May 2?, 1997, childrcn bom
in the interior during the West Coast
exclusionperiod ftomMarch 19, 1942
through Jan. 20, 1945-lo a parent from
the w€sl coast who had been evacuated
from the West Coast or intemed, be-
came eligible for reparations. Any eli-
gible children of evacuees must submit
their claims by.Aug. 10.

3. Japanese American miners and
mihoad workers who were fired during
World WarIl-and theirfamilies-may
submit claims. In this sp€cial category,
researchen Michi Weglyn and Andrew
Russell have uncover€d and tum€d over
to ORA documentation showing that
these milroad and mining worke|s' fami-
li€s experienc€d economic destruction
due to the acdons of the FBL

4. Finally, with the settlement of
Mochiuki v. United States, 1,30OL^rin
Americans ofJapanese descent who were

abducted from their
temed in the U.S. and \
10,1988,areent idedI
of $5,000 each and a
from the Fesident.

To dat€, ORA has I
redress payments of
$L6 billion.

For morc informal
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abduct€d from their countries and in-
t€med in the U.S. and were alive on Auq.
10, 1988, arc edritled to toked oavmen-ls
of $5,000 each and a lener oi airology
from lhe president.

To date, ORA has authoriz€d 8 1,828
redr€ss payments of $20,000, toraling
$I.6 billion.

For mor€ information reeardins the
redress progam or claim f6rms,-con-

Office of Redrcss Ad$inisrmtion,
P.O. Box 66260, Washiogtor, D.C.
20035-6260, (888) 2196900 (toll-ftee),
www.doj.gov/crloralmain.htmli

Japanese American Cirizens L€ague,
1765 Surrer St., San Francisco, CA
941 15, (415) 921-5225, wwwjacl.org;

National Coalition for Redr€ss and
Reparations, 23 I E. Third St., l,os An-
geles, CA 90013, (213) 680-3484;

Campaign for Justice (for Japanese
Lat in Americans),  P.O. Box 2t4.
Cardena, CA 9028, or call Julie Small,
(3tot 4't3-6134,


