
Bittersweet Victo
Nikkei Latin Amcricans are disappointed $5,000 settlement is one-quarter amount I
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Jafnncse I-alin Anrcrican ionner
world war ll hoslaScs of lhc Unrled
Srar .s  Nho sct l lcd r  l . twsui l  ThuB
day ngarnsr  lhc Sovcrnrnent  con!
n lentcd Fr id iy  I lorn ingthat  t l rccom-
promisc $as a b i t tcrs lveet  v ic tory.

The p la in l i f ls .  $  ho t i led the law-
sun. ntr./rizrti r. Ufiited Stl!?s n1
1996,  soughr rcpxrar ions and a ior
mal apology fronr thc U.S. govem
menr lor bcing renrov.Ll troln therr
honrelandsand imprisoncd in rhc U.S
dur ing the war.

Af tcr  near ly  four  monrhs ofnego-
r ia t ions wirh Ihc US. govcrnment ,
rhc p l . i . t i l ls  in  thc.Lrss ac l ion la \v
suir reacbcd a settlemenl a8rcemcni
to which Chie lJudgeLoren Smith or
the U.S.  Courr  ofFeder! lCla ims has
siven prcliminary rpproval.

Auorneys and rcpresentatives korr
rhe Amer ican Civ i l  L iber l ies Union
oi Southern Caliiornia, (hc Japanese

Carmcn Mochlzrki,Ieft, and Alicia Nishimotoare pleasedleith apology rrom
Clinton but disappointed reparations is one-quarter ofamount given loJAs.

,^mer ican Ci t izcns Lcagrc,  the Nat iofa l  Coal i t ion
for Redress and Reparalions and theU.S. Depanrnent
of  Juyrce announced at  a prcss confcrcncc Fr iday
!noming. t lheJipancscAmcr ican Cul lura l  !nd Com
nruf i ty  Ccntcr  in  L i r t lc  Tokyo lhat  lhc sct t lcnrcnt
t 'o f roc : \  pre ,1,hr ,d l  . ,p . lngr  , ,1d (< 000 rcp r r
r i o n p a y m c n r l o s u r v i v o r s o f  t h c o r d c r l o r l h e i r h c i r s .

Bi l l  Lanf  l -ce.  ac l ing assis l l ]n t  a(orncy gcner. l
for  the Junicc Dcpannrer(  s  c i ! i1  Righrs Div is ion,
. l , lc , l  I  oday.  I  Jrn g l . , l  ,o  iu in i , ,  "nnoun,  .ng t l ' i '
se( lemcnt  f ta t  wi l l  br inE an cnd lo ih is  ing lor ious

Civi l  Righrs

wc did it for tl

A l ic ia  Nrs l
nlaking histor
I m vcry h.I

d igni ty  for  m

menl  is  doing thc r ight  lh ing,  lcknowledSing n
wrong and br inginE c los! re (o thc unccr la int ies of
l i r igat ion. '

He expla incd thr t  bccruse of  s igni f icant  legal
issucs in  rhc Ci ! i l  L lhcrr ies Act  o i  1988,  which d id
nol cove. Japancse L.tin Americans, lhe partics
in lo lved rn lhe lassui t  decidcd to compromise I
bc l icve i fs  a i . i r  sct t lcmcnt .  hc said

Whi le acknowlcdgi rg thc s igni f icance o l the for
mal apology, lolmcr internees and thei. supporters
were d isappointed lhat  thc setr lemcnr does not  guaF
anree redress paymenl, which is one-quaner of lhe
amount given to Japanesc Americans who wcrc
In lerned r l  (hc sam. r inc.  In  rddrr rof ,  Ni l  kc;Lal in
American formerinlcrnecs mustApply iorred.css by

chapte.  in  our  nat ion 's  h is lory. '
He noted that thc story ol whal

Japanese Lat in Ancr icans is  rot  wcl l
facr, lvhen I srarred as hcnd of the
Div is ion.  even I  was not  lanr i lar
wirh a l l rhe derai ls .  When I  heard rhe
nory,  i t  was hard to bc l ievc . . .  Many
ofuscrn t  bel ie lc  rh is  could happcn
in Amef ica.  ye l  i l  d id.

Lcc cornrr renled thal  by sc l l l ing
rh is  rc .  lhc l rn i l .d  Sla l .s  s , ,vcrn.

"Now I can go
did it for them

to my parents'grave and tell them we
and they can now sleep in peace"'

Crnncn Nlochizuli. ldnn3. Jlp.nc!c Lrlin An.nci. Int.mde



ctory
ter amount given to JA intemees.

Aug. 10.
Carmen Mochizuki, rhe named

plaint i f f .commenred, l  m happyrhar
rt  s over,  but on rhe orher hand I ,h
disappointed we didn'r receive the
same amount ofrcdress as lhe Japa-
nese Americans (who cach reccived
520,000 in redress paymenrs).,'

She said ir was very difficlh to
relive the ho|rible memories we were
tryrng to forget,"bu( felt viclorious
bccause th€ Unired Srares sovern
ment admiued responsibiliri for its
act ions Mochizukiwas one 0f2.264
Nikkei Larin Ame.ican cilizens and
legal residents taken f.om their horne-
lands and shipped ro rhe U.S. ro be
used in prisoner exchanges with la,
pan-more than 800 were exchanqed
for U.S. citizens durins rhe war. 

-
"From the slan (of lhe redress

campaigr), my wish was lo ger re-
das for the people now l ivhg in
rapan and lhe people now l iv ioe rn
Pcru.I was so h;ppt ro find our ab;ut

l ieve this happened ro us." said
Nishimoto, a Gardena resident who
was 9 years old when berfamily was
rounded up and shipped 10 rhe U.S.

The Iawsuil challenged rhe Officc
oi Redress Adminisrration s deniat

Pl.arc 5.. qnrenw..t, PaA. 5
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rhat, but nor rhe amounr. you cannor
do anyrhin€ abour rhat.I lhink the leuer oiapology
was rnore rmporrant," commenred Mocbizuki. wno
was I I at the time she was depoded from peru

"Now I can go to my parenls' grave and tell them
we did i r  for them .nd rhey can now steep rn pc. lcc,
sfie said tearfully.

Al ic ia Nishimoto said ofthe seulemenr,.We arc
mrl ing hisrory roday. Bur I  woutd bc ly ing r f  Isrd
lm vcry happ).  I  have m,\cd teetrngs. I  wanrcd
Juslrce equal 1o lhe Japanese Americans. I wanteo
dignity for my parenls.

"We were kidnapped fron anolher counlrv and
brougbt here againsr our willand pur in camDi. Our
Peruvian cilizenship was srripped from us ind we
were labelcd illegal aliens. Even today. I can,t bc-

Bittersweet

( ) r  'e t , i r . r , .ns r ( i  Jnt ) .ncsc l_a o Anrcr i -
. rns urdcr  rhc Civ i l  L iberr ies Acr  o l
l ( r '13.  s l ' ich f ro!k tcs for  l  pres idenr ia l
r t , ro8\  inde,nnpcosnt 'o '  oNikkc i  who
scrc dctn\cd ot  f rcedom of  rnoverncDr
h\  rhc Lr  \  E,^crnn,cnr  dLnnr Wur ld
\\',tr Il

R,n, ih  lornr  tcrd counsct  for  rhe
f le inr i l l \ .  cat tcd r l r is  ser t tcnrenr , ,a b i t -
rs !sccr  \  iLr , , r \  B i l lc rhccru\c rhc n i ) ,
I r (n , r  r .dr( \s  i \  \ \  i } \ )o .  nru lh lc \ \
rhan thc 520,0(X) t l ]a l  \ ! rs  Sivcn lo  rhc
r i f inesc An'c. icans. '

ia t rn0sc I_. r rn Ar icr i . .ns $.crc de-
f icd rcdrcs i  bc.ausc r t rcr  wcrcn I  U S
drrzcns or  lcgat  tcr l l lnnc i r  rcstdcnls nt
rxct rnrcthc)  n c  rc  tor .  ib  t \  hr lugt loycr .
0 'ey \cre ctassr f icd: rs  j r icer l  a t icns.

" l  J , ,n  t  undc.s l rnd whal  thelusr i f i
! . f i { ,h  is  ror  dcn\r f !  Jat inc! .  I_r l i r
^r r . ' r . rns rc t i r ( . rs  hrs!d , r i  rhc t , . l
rh . )  ncr .n l  f t (  r th iscounrr !n l rcnrhc
rc ison thc i  \cr .n l  f iorn rh j \counln,  is
hefausc of  I i  S e! \cn lcnt-s  o$n ac

' ' I  lh in l  r ran\  t .o ! te fcct  t t  i r .  b t Icr
j r i i l  ( ( )  s$x l lo$ lo take so r j ru.h icss th.n
rhe Jr t .nesc Anrer tcars rccc i rcd. . .  hc

,  
"We arc rccct l ins se[ tcnrcnt  for  lcss

0ra(  gc l rn8 an
.Jrr ro!y  r ro ' I  rhc f resrdenr o l rhc L ln i rcd
Shlcs r ( ) . \cr r  s i rg lc  nrcnrbcr  of  lhk
gf t ruf  rs  ycry s 'gni f ican(  h js  thc ac-
knowledgnenr rhal  t t )c  Unired Srates
d ' d $ ( r r g r n d i s $ r t t i n g r o . i t J r ) i t i r . .  h e

RAFU CALENDAR

'Ihe 
lcgat ream atso recognjzed rh:r (

t'nre was running/ oul_rhe redress ta". e
wassenosLrnse(  jn  Aug.  l0and mosrof  J
t r ic  I ,cunrc who l rc  J t i \ .  Jrc  nou In,h. , r  I
/usoro iJcr  "We, l id  

not$: rnrropro on-p i t
r l rnv roneerthan ne!c\s i rv .  TonrJcaid n

lh"se $ho l ru lv  tcc l  rhts  js  nnr  3n D
acceprabte seI lcment  ha!e the oDl ion o i
exc luding thenrset 'es f ronr  th i i  se l l te  t r
nrcnt  and punuints rhei rown lawsuir .  hc r t
cxprarncd.  h

S haJor Tanihira. rcpresenrin E NCR R
shich playcd a major role in rhe-srn!pete f.
ro \\in rcdrc$ for rlr"rc rhJi [0]i,$ o
N , r r c r  I n t c r f c d  i n A n  e n l 3 , \ c o n ! c n r n  c
rhn L in p\  dL,r in f  wnrtd tvr r  .  sr rd.  3r

roor)  Incrc r (  mu!h h iucr  \  rh Lt r .  S,
$\ rcr  n \  tnpdresc Amer ic ins.  se arc c(
prr r r tu t l !  r \ r r rc  of  the d ispur i rv  in  rhc In
rr r . r \urc o l  ju< ' re ot fered ro Jrprrc.e re
L. I |n  Amc ! . r fs .  \ t  rhe \J f te t  |c .
NCRR r \  l rouJ ru hJrc heen orn o l  rh.  t .
C,rmp pr  fnr  Jusr icc Wc rpptrud rhe rh
t rerr )cndous cf ions o i  thc pta int j t fs  and I i r
r r rornc!s In t t rc  i \ tochizut i  crsc.  Wi lhout  cc
' r rc I  (uurrec i r j ( t  rcn,(  t \ .  rh  \  ret rcss hL(err rcnl ( f r  sould nor  h. r \e bcen (o I
.  

'Thi \  
Jc lno{  lcr rcmenrrr  tor8 o\  $ nu

uuc rnr  \c^ h. r r r l -$nn.  Jnd. , ,u t , j  t r r , r  rnr
nrve bccn achiercd wirhour  lhc s isn i [_ in
! rnrro r r ibur i .n \ofA,ncr , . . ,uCi , , i r , t , .  t ,
cnrL\  Lrnrof  ot  S!  r rhcm Catr io f r iJ .  rhc ne
rr t f l rerc Amer i ( jn  Crt izens Lerpue_ thc ( i
Nrr iun3lC, , i t r rhn f t {8cdre$ rn-d RcpJ nr
rarror ls .  lne Japinese pcru! isn Oral  I I is
ror \  Pro jc ! l  sut fndcr(  inJ e\ne!r r t  \  pr t
rhc torn jcr  i  emee\  Jnd rherr  f rm l rc i  ih(
Nrn Darc $orked ver !  hard lo  rc l t  thc i r  q f
s(oncs to the (or ld  and ro f ight  for  the L i l
a t )u nE\  ic)  dcscne. , , \ r3tcJtut rcSnlJ ro
c,L(h, r r , , i  r t , r  c . rnr t . [sn for ]u! r iLc t fu' ' fhe Nar i (nrr l  Japanesc Amcncan 55

rpologJ from
given lo JAs.

hem we
lce."



Cir izcnr  League npplauds our  U.S.  Bo\  -
emnrcnt  and lhe U.S Depanmcnr o i
Jusl rcc fd rccoSniTing a $ ronS f ronr  58
ve.rs .go.  ( . rcd Helcn KaNaSoc.  na-
l ionalpres ident  o i lhe JACL. $hich,  she
added.  is  fu l l l  conrniuc( l ro ( rhe Cam-

Thisscnlemenl  lenchc \  ou r  golem,
mcnl  and a l l  the pcople o i rhe U.S. lhar
rh i \  rn jL 'sr icc h. rppened.  People need ro
be a$afe of  rhat .  she rddcd.

I r remccs $ho ha\e nor  \c l  appl ied
for  redrcss under rhe Civ i l  L ibenies Acr
ol  1938 r run do so br  Aug 10.  1998
Clainx nusl  bc ponnarkcd by rhat  date
a d r .cc 'ved by rhe ORA ro la ter  rhan
Sepl  , l  Thc Dcpsnmenr ofJunice wi l l
conr icr  Nrkkci  Lr t i r  Anrc. icsr  ionrrer
In lcnrec\  \ho harc a l rcad)  uppl icd ior

Acl r ! i (s  sa id rhe d i f f icu l r !  l ies in
bcar lng an csr inated 400 suni lors or
lhei r  hei rs  in  t inre for  rhe Aug l0 dead-
l inc.  Sunl lors are bel ie \cd ro be con
cenl . . lcd rn Japxn and Lal in  Anrcr ica.
bul  could bc l i ! inE an)$here in  rhe
$rx ld Thc 8c) \emment has agreed ro
tubhsh thc seI le ]ncnl  ag.eenrenl  in  r \ !o
rn i jor  ne$ spapers.  on€ rn Japan and onc
rn Pcru.  s i rh in 25 d^ys Campaien for
Ju\r icc.  the coal i t ion supponinS Japa-
ne\e La( in Amer ican lonner in temees,
lrill cortinuc effons to locale fome.

Airer  sa l is l ing lhe renain ing e l i
g ib le c la ims f ro ln Japanese Amer icans,
the Ol f ice of  Redress Admininrar ion.
shich proce\ses chims under rhe Cjv i l
L 'ber t ies Act  of  I  988,  expecls rhe funds
lo d()p f ronr  Sl l  l  mi l l ion ro S4.4 mi l ,
l ion.  crough nrone!  io .880 paymcnrs o i
55.000 cxch.

Advocates for  the Nikkc i  Lst in
Am€r icans say the funds wi l lnor  covcr
thc 1.200 Japinesc Lal in  Amcr icrn
fo.mcr inremees who nuy afp ly  

- lhc

Clinron ndminislrarion has promised lo
suppod legis l . t ive ef fons to e. lure rhc
paymcnt ro all Japancse Lalin Anrc.i-
cans who apply and loextcnd r l re l i fc  of
the Civ i lL ibcnics Acr  unr i l  Dcceinber
1998.  should rhe money nrn our .

For informatior on cleims, call
Ayako Hagihara at (3 l0) 344- 1893
(Japanese language), o. Robin
Toma at (2 l3) 974"?640 (Spanish
orEnglish).

k
rl

k

b
(

President 's  Let ler  of  ApologJ
ir{orc rhan 5{l years .go. thc

Uni tedSl l | lesso!enrnrcnt  unjusr l )
inremed.  e!acuarcd.  re localcd.  or
o lherwrsc depf l \ 'cd you o i l ibcrry
Todav,  on behal f  o l  a l l  Anrcr i ,
cans. l  o f fer l  s inccre apolog)  lbr
rhe dc l ions th unfa i r l j  denied
vou fundnme' al libcnies durinS

' 'We reco8nize thc vrongs of
the past and ollir our p.ofound
rcgret to those who endured such
gra!e rnjustice. Wcunderstand thal
ournarron s acr'ons were .oored in
racial prcjudice ind wa.lime hys
lena. and $e nturr learn fronr lhe
past  and dcdic. te ounelves as a
nal ion lo  renesing aDd nrcnglhen-
In8 equal i ly .  jusr icc and l iecdom'

Prcs idenl  Bi l lCl in lon


