
Supporters of Nikkei Latin Americans Press On
Campaign for Justice urges those
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campaign for Justice. the coalition that fousht for Th.: opi-out provision in thc \ertl€menl means every
reparatiins-for Japanese Latin Arnericans who wEre ;;- :"b'l 9ljl''"'l*' ha\ rhe oprion I u bring anorher lawsuit
dui ted by rhe U.S. and inlemed in $ir  counr\  duj  nq ropre!enrrh's lromevcrhrppenrngJtsain Mi l l \crplJined
world war l l ,  announc€d thaL ir  is cont inu ine i ts cim oaiei  lne'urL\eekqh'makerheUs rnore credible In rhe
to win them fair and equitable compensatio-n. Inrema(ronrl communil) when itmises theissueofhuman

On June I l, anomeis for the Japanese latin American righr\, he said -we.wrll-base our lawsuil, in pan, on
inremeeq reached a ser lemenr wirh rhe Deoatunenr of rnlemJtrona|a$..whi. .hlheUniredSr.teq!rot edwhen
Justice ofa class aclion la\,\suir. **Mochiiuki vs rhe rl abduLred and jnremed people lrom a neurrcl country.
United Staa€s,** resulting in a presidential apology and . 

"The chancer of winning rre less than 50-50. No one
conpensation of $5,000 from the U.S. govemmenr ro;ach shou ldlort thrs lawsu it simply because they think $ey can
member of lhe class. Thar $S,0OO is huch less than dre get $20,000 insread of 95.000. We're going to make big
$20,000 tndividual payments awarded to Japanes€ Ameri noise 1o draw attention so this nev€r happens again," Mills
Can intemCes. wamed.

At a communily forum held Sar urday in Lide Tokyo, Dr. John fsuchida. a pr ofessor ar Cal Srare Long Beach
civil righb anomey Robin Toma. the lead atrcmey in rhe and an atLomey. poinled our. There se'c many human
settled lawsuit, urged all eligible Nikkei Latin American rights violadons commiued by ourown country. The sad
former inFme€s to flle for redress by Aug. 10. And, h€ pan of the legal sysrem is rhat the wronged individuat
added. "we are noi done. We will seldom wins.
pursue geiting full redr€ss (equal to r'There i6 only one reason "The senlemenl fo! the Japanese
thal awarded^io.Japan€se Ameri- (the U.S. govelnment) has Larin.Americans ... shoqs rhir il
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Ietter-writing campaign." 
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hopes that we would shut ofaation, thal aconstirurional viola-

.  Minimjzingoff iceofRedress Ad- Up and EO away., ,  l ionlookpldceinrhet S.Solonga.
nnnistrationclaimsthartundsforpay- -_puur 

v,li,. *poon.ior,o,mcr r,prne.e )ou arc oi U.S. rerrirory ph).icall).
'ngreparatjonsa&runningour.Toma Lann Americans ink;e" youaieprorecredbyrheU.S.Consli-
said, "We know theu.S. govemment lulion," Tsuchida said.
has many more funds in their coffers. We know the gov€m- "The Japanese Latin Americans deserve an apology and
menthas a surplus.Ifihe govemmen! is tobe fairandjust. reparations- They suffered substantially nore rhan Japa-
the time is now." neseAmericans.WhathaDDenedlothem isoffensiveroour

Many influential members of Congress suppon full sense utd€ccncy ond cominon \en\e," he added.
r€dress for the Japanese Latin Americans, he noted. "We've Carmen Mochizuki ofMontebello. a Japanese Peruvian

Carm€n Mochizuli, standing, thalks tho6€ who supported the efforts of Japan€se Latin Americans to win
redr€ss. Looking on are Campaign for Justice memb€rs, from left, Robin Tom;, Julie Sma and paut Mills.

eligible for redress to file application
action lawsuit with Toma and will representthose who opr
out of th€ settlemenl, said, "Th€re is only one reason (lhe



Many influential members of Congess support full
redress for the Japanese litin Americans, he noted. "We've
had many memben offie House Judiciary Cofiijniftee
both Republica$ and Democrat!-indicare that they are
very supportive and believi that this was a wrong that
ne€ded to be righted."

Toha said the plaintiffs ageed to accept the settlement
because, "although we didn't like it, it was the b€sr deal
preseoted to us. The altemative was litigation, which could
take many yea$ wilh the risk of losing."

The $5,000 compensaiion p€r person is contiflgent on
funds remaining. But the govemment agreed Presidenr
Clinton would commit to seek more funds.

Only 600 Japanese lltin Americans have applied for
redress so far, but Toma €stimated that there may be
anywherc from 1,000 to 1,300 who were still alive as of
Aug. 10, 1988, when .he Civil Liberties Act of 1988 was
passed. "The challenge is to g€t to the (Japanese Latin
American) people. Some moved to Japan, then to other
l,atin American countries," he said.

The settlement aiso provides for rhose in fte chss who
do not want to accept the deal to opt out and pursue their
ownlawsuit. but first they mustapply with thegoremmenr
by Aug. 10, Toma said.

Paul Mills. who initiated the Mochizuki v. U.S. class

sense of decency and common sense," he added-
Carmen Mochizuki of Montebello. a Japanese Peruvian

and the named plaintiffin the class action tawsuit, said, "l
didn't think we could win the impossible fight againsr the
U.S. go\emment. but we are here. lac a touching experi-

Alice Nishimoto, another Japanese Peruvian and plain-
tiff, said, "l didn't know ifl wanted to expose myself, suing
the govemment.I never sued anyone in my wholelife. To
come this far is a great achi€vement.

"I decided to accepr the $5.000 because i1 would include
all of us here and in Japan and Peru, and we're nor getting
any younger," the Gardena resident srated. "We didnl gel
equal justi€e ... This is not a l0O percent victory. Il does
hurt. It bothers me that we're coruidered less than Japanese

According to Office of Redress Adminishation esti
mates, there is enough money to make 780 payments ot
$5,000 each, Julie Small of the Campaign for Justice
reported. "If we are successful in locating more people, it's
getting close (to running outoffunds)... The next stepis to
lobby Congress for more money."

The speaken ar &e com;unily forum urged the JLA
aMuctee/intemees to send their clairns in before Aug. 10.

Pleak see Mo.hi.uki, Par. 5

Mochizuki
when the Civil Lib€rties Act redress
program is scheduled to end. They also
encouraged cornmunity members to
donate firods to ard the r€dress efforts on
behalf of the Japanese Latin Americans.

Richard Katsuda, president of the
National coalition forRedress and Repa-
rations (NCRR) and a veteran of the
successful redress movemenl of the
1980s, urged rhe conmunity to join in
another campaign for repamtions and
asked people to write Ietters to Presid€nt
Clinton."We can never depend on the gov-
enment to live up to their democratic
ideals ... We have to k€ep fighting so that
equal justice is achieved ... Unless re-
drcss is made tangible, it really is too
easy for the govemment to do some-
thing like this again," Katsuda declared.

For more information about &e Cam-
paign for Justrce, call Julie Smatl at
(310\ 4'73-6t34.


