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On lune I I, 1998, the Unned stat€s
Sovemme.l dd lh€ plaintifs iD Camg,
Mochtuki r. Uanal States rcacn d ^
historic outd-coun snledetu. After a
difftcuh rwo-y6 effon ed a cmpdgn
ofnorc thd six yees ro s€ek FdEss for
Japdese L in Amencatr m€n, women
dd childen, the sunivoN have b.!n
offeEd a gov€ftdem apology ed com-
pns.don of $5,000 per sudivor utl
the fundr prcvided by the Civil Lib€rties
Acr of l99E @ deplered.

Tbe Nationai Corlilio. of Redresv
Repda ons (NCRR) offers hearfelt
co.gntulalioN to the nmed plaintiffs,
Cmen M@hizuki, Alice Nishimolo,
He.ry Sbina, SunikoTsuboi od Hdaji
Sugim. for thei. comge in filitrg this
lawsuil,lheir lenacity itr their n8ht fo.
justice, dd for the colrageous ed dif-
ficuh deisio. to r..epi the scttlement
offer. Under the settl€nent, Jlpdew
ktin Americds have a choice: ro e-
cept m.lology frcn PEsident Clinton
6d $5,000 or rcje11he *tdemen( off€r
ed p6ue dtr€s throu8h rhe couns.

We aho congratulate ed thdl rhen
anoftysRobin Toma, FEdOkmrd Paul
Mills. Manju Kulkmi, Christopher
Prince. Paul Hoffman and Mark
Rosenbaum for their hdd wdk dd d€'
volion ro humn and civil .ighB- Hun,
dEds ofhouts orresemb, Mititrg, meet-
ing ad mveling made this c6e sd
seltl€dent possible. TlEy have received
no lin4cial conFnsation.

Ir nnst b€ noled that lbe .ppointnent
ofBillLlnn ke a lhe Acdns Asistant
Anomey Geneol of the Civil Rights
Division of th€ Deparunenr of Jusdce
w6 very fodunous. His suppon dd rhe
suppon of Anoney Genenl laner Rem
and Assille Atomey GeneEl Ray
Fishd were key f*to.s in this settle-
mcnt. We feel cenain rhat ifit weE not
for $en leadeAhip, this oifer world not
have ben rode. We exte.d ou. th@l$

Msny Ye&N of ElTo.t
NCRR hs b€en a RdE$ advnale

ii.ce 1980 and hs co.linucd to help
groups win .edrcs thrcughour the 90s.
By Jun€ 1996. bu.L€ds of Japaresc
Latin Amdcds had b.en <Lnicd lE-
des unde. the Civil Lih€nies Aci of
198E. Thei. adninistalive appeals to
the Deparhent of Jrsti.. *.8 dso
tbed dow.. Gr&e Shioizu ofthe rapa-
n€s. Peruvian Oral Hisrory Project
(JPOHDjoined NCRR in irips to w..h-
idston, D.C. in 1993 od 1994 lo appeal
di@ily ro thc Assist&t Atlom.y Cetr-
edt of Civil Righ$ on bchalf of the
Japde* t4h Ansices. Ar this line.
no govemnenr leader st pped fosaid
to right lhis outmgeous wrcng,

Tlte Japanese Latin Arc.i@s had
ip @ouse. TIE lawsuir was filed i!
Aqsust 1996. The Cmpaign forjusti@
wd fmed to suppofl the eftod. Itnised
plblic awdeness abolt dE grcat wrong
pcrp€trrt€d agaid rhe 2,264 kjdnappcd
tom Latin Anerica by the U.s. goem-

' $ient, raised money to pay coun ed
travel cosrs. dd lobbied goveme
ofici.ls. Membes ofthe cmpaign eent
lo Wdhington *veBl tims to urge
Prcsident Clinlon to *d. th. c6e ad
to lay the grcudwork fo. po$ible leg-

In F€brua.y of this yee, CmpaiSn
for ,ustice nenb€B &d their suppon-
c6 werc fonunate ro wimess rh€ hding
of M@hizuki v. U.S. i. lE Coun of
FedenlClaims in Wdhinglon, D.c. The
colnrcom was p@ked s Judse Lorctr
A. Smnh offeEd his col|@nG. In favor
of rhe plaintitfs, he hlked about tE
sfong noral cse lhatlherap&cs Latin
Americms had. In cou.reAoinr, how-
ever, he also sresFd hh duty to lphold
the law, wilh all ils limitations, expres*d
in rhe Civil Liberties Acl. Later, rhere
wcrc suong indications lhar lE coun
would rct uphold the plai.dfs c4e.
Prcviously, t@, the as*ssment oI our
tuentls 'on the Hill was lhat any new
legislarion including appropriarions

sould b€ €femely difflcult ro pas
rhtuugh the conseNarivc Congres.
Th6. ,udge Sdith's Gonmendalior
tharth.p.nies Fde pd welcome news.

Setudncnt N.god.tioDs
Afis eveEl no.rhs of oegotiations

*ith dE Dcp.nmenr ofJusiicc, a seRle-
mnt was oflercd. Howevcr, tbe dispd-
iry bciw.en the dou of cp@dons
givcn to Japde* Amencds dd that
ofr.nd to t.paes Latin Amedc&s is a
bitc.ed obvious in.quity. Tbe govem
md rfused to off.r moE. Edly in the
rcgoliatids, th.E wcrc indi.adons that
lhc govemo.nt was willine 10 pay
$20,m0 solely to the Japa.e* t tin
Aftrices ihat hd emained in rhe
Unibd Stats atrd had b@ome U.s. cni-
as. Thoe tbat .ventually seflled in
Japd or ktin Am.rica *ould be er-
cluded. We know that Carmen
Manizuki &dAlice Nishimoio rcfu*d.
Th.y dd the other plaintiffs itrsisted
that lhe cla$ reoain whole ed (har aI
€ceiv. E<liess no mtter where they

Th€ decision ro accepr rhe
govdmetrls sett'eoe offer w6 ex-
r.crely difficull The plaintirs had the
oppotunny to accept o ofierrhat would
giv€ all Japdese Lltin Americans a
choice to accept or trol; for thos. tbar
ecepted, ir sould bring a mesue ol
closuE to a painful episode in lhen
hisrory. Plaintifis mer wirh other oem-
bes of the Cmpaisn for Jusdce and i$
spon$.ingo.geiz.tio.Fthe Nario.al
Co.lition for Redress/Reparations
(NCRR), fie Jspanese Amedcd citi
enstagu€ (IACL). fie Amqi@ Civil
Libe.ties Union (ACLU) of southen
cnlifomia dd lhe Japanese Peruvian
oEl Hisrory Project (JPoHP).

The Broup met ar qch step of the
regori.rioN pt@ss and sp€nt dozens
of gru.ling hours discussing lhe
govefrrenc s prcposals ed tbe grcup s
counrer offeB. weishiry heavily over
rhe discussions weE the prcbabihies
th l ) the coun would rul€ against rhe
plaimiffs and a loog appeal process

would be necesdy md 2) rcdcss legis-
bdon for the Japanese kdn Adert&s

The Sttussie CoDtintres
B4alse tbe eovemn€ Pas uMble

or uowilling to add mo.e mo.ey to the
tunds polided by the Civil Libetues
Acr, the mounr ofiercd @h Japanese
Ladn Americe is S5,001). As it is, the
futrds may run oul beforc cach claimanr
is paid.If rhis 6cus, we sill insisrlhat
PEsid€nr Clinton add the Depaflh.rt of
tutice do their part, d prooised, lo
Equest nore fu.ds frcm CongEss.

we in NCRR utrde6tand fie feetinSs
of those who nay ch@s. nor to accept
th. teds of th€ setilcnent. some even
viewed the offer as a \lap io the face.
Th€ i.dividuals opling out eill p!^ue
tlEi. lassuils knowitrg full well whar
they roy or day not *in in coun. NCRR
fully supporls them in their quesl. At rhe
sde tide, 6 Cdpaign for.luslice pur-
sues othe. arenues to achi€ve equal juv
dce, NCRR will do all i1 cd h that
effon. we edir that i will uke not
only delemination bul al$ a movenenr
orpeople ro push the struegle anead. we
urge the community and tll Aoetices
lo suppon tbem-Thischa er in Amen-
can history will no1 be fully ctosed unlil
€glaljustice is obuined by all Japuese

tap&seliinAmericespore ially
elisible for edrcs nusl file 1hea appli
cations with lhe Oflice of Redrc$ Ad-
ninisralion (ORA) berore Aug. 10,
1998. Eve. rho* rhat opt oul of lhe
senlenent should file a claim wilh the
ORA b€loE Aug. l0; clainanrs should
nodfy lhe ORA of rheir decision to be
qcltrded from the senlenent at enh€r
the sme time or shonly thercaft€r.

Applications and infomarion about
the settt€ment ce beoblainedby ctlling
tbe Cmpaign for tusdce at (310) 473
6134.  NCRR s  phon€ .umber  i s
(213)680,3484_

Also, everyone is invited lo rne Com
dunity Fotud ro disu$ lhese ksucs on
Saturday, July 18, fton l0a-n..alth€
Japanese Anericm Cultu6l and Con
minily cent€r. Ple6cjoin lhe conriDu-


