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Settlement Talks
Delav Nikkei Latin
Americans' Ruling
According to sources, the government may only be
willing to grant redress to former intemees who are
U.S. citizens or Dermanent residents.

A ielephonic slatus confercnce
(Mochizuki r. the United States)
held Monday with Chief Judge
Loren Smith of the U.S. Coun of
Federal Claims, lawyers for Japa-
nese Latin American former intem,
ees and U.S. govemment attomeys
resuhed in funherpostponement of
a ruling on the .edress case.

To allow settlement discussions
to conrinu€. Judge Smith scheduled
ihe next lelephonic conference for
March 18, at 4 p.m. EST. If no
settlement can be reached by thal
dale, Judge Smith will rule on ihe

As of Monday, Ihe govemment
has not offered a setllemenr. Ac
cording to sources wirhin th€ gov-
emment, the Deparhenr ofJustice
nayonly bewilling to grantredress
to former inlemees who are now or
have beenU.S. citizenrofU.S. per-

Based on esrimares this would
result in redress for lcss than 6 per-
cent oflhc roral number of surviv-
ing Japanese L.uin Ame.ican tb.mer
internees (roughly 70 people).

.Such a sctllemenl would deny
redress to all thosc 1,765 Japanese
Latin Americans forcibly dcportcd
loJapan during and after the wa., as
wcll asmore than l00intemeeswho
wcrcrble to.elum rolatin Americr
ailer the war, the majorily of whom
cu.rently reside in Japan and Pc.u.

''At lhc end of World WarII. thc
U.S. govemnrenl did nol invile Japa
ncse Latin Am€rican lntemees to
r€nain in Lhc U.S. andbecome per-

manent resid€ms and citizens. In
lact, ihe govemment issues depor-
tation oders against them," stated
Gmce Shimizu, daughterof aformer
rntemee and prqecl directo. ofthe
Japan€se Peruvian Oral Hisrory

"Despile having been forcibly
brought to this counl,-y by the U.S.
govemment, JapaneseLatinAmeri-
cans were lab€ledas illegalentmms
and subjec! to derainment and de-
ponation und€r U.S. law. Those
who succeeded in slaying in the
U.S.  fo l lowing Wor ld war l l foughr
deporrar ion orders rhrough rhe
couns and il took rhem over lo
years to resolve their illegal status."
explained Shimizu, who has been
researching rhe Japanese Lalin
American intemmenlexp€rience for

''The Campaign forJustice con-
siders the govemment's position on
limiting reparalions in this way il
logical and indefensible." srared
Julie Small. co-chair of Campaign

"Oneol the purposesof rheCivil
Libcnies Acl of 1988 was ro make
the U.S. cr;dible in rhe eyes ofthe
world on human rights issues. 'she

noled. 'Bt continuing to deny re
drcss to more lhan90 percent of the
surv ivors,  ihe U.S.  govemment
shirks ils rcsponsibility. The U-S.
govemment musr rcruedy {be war
cdmes it commined against these
innocenr civilians and provide full
f edrcss !oall Japancsc Latin Ameri-
crn lornrer intemees."


