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Partial Justice with New Reeulations on Redress
zones), rhe Depanment of Justice
has decided !o confoim to the
coun decisions and declare as eli-
gible approximately 900 persons
previously denied redress.

Nol cover€d by Proclamation
21 were fiose p€ople subject to

. individual exclusion orders. Ac-
cording to the DOJ, these indi-
viduals were not excluded ftom
the west Coast solely because of
their Japanese ancesFy, but were
individually excluded based on
their "disloyalty" or "dangerous'
ness" and had the right to indi-
vidualiz€d hearings and due pro-
cess proceedings,

We in NCRR are disappointed
and outaged that the DOJ only
extended the bi(hdate ofeligibil-
ity fmm Jan. l, to JarL 20, 1945.
More than 500 p€rsons bom be-
twe€n Jan. 20, 1945 and Jun€ 30,
I 946-rhe NCRR recomm€nded
cut-off-will not receive redress
because of the new ruling. NCRR
received numerous letters docu-
menting the suffering, hardrhip
and losses of the evacuation pe-
riod fron 1942 through 1946.

They say the "departnent rec-
ognizes there were hardships in-
volved in .he west Coast. How-
ever, it mustd€termine which date
is legally sufficient under tthe.
court case ofl lsrida."

ln other words, the DOJ has
abdicated its moral rcsponsibility
to examine these hardshiDs suf-
fered during the war, thrat they
themsetves acknowledge.

Thev arc takins the narrow
definition of what i; 'legally suf-
ficienf' to determine an eligibil-
iry birrhdat€. NCRR has always
believed ourcomrnunity deserves

We will continue to serk oth€r

av€nues to secure redress forthose
bom af@rthe Jan. 20, 1945 cutoff

While deploring the final eli-
gibility birthdare, NCRR is re-
lieved rhat the 900 individuals
bom prior to Jan. 21, 1945 will
soon receiv€ redress. We salute
the plaidtiffs and attomeys who
forced the U.S. govemment to
recognize the injustice of deny-
ing redrcss to those deprived of
the right to r€tum home during
th€ period covered by the exclu-
sion orders. The effective date of
the am€nded standard is May 2?,
1997. Applicants will be notilied
beginnins in June.

We call upon the legal com-
muniry for assistance in making
justice a reality for all who were
affected by rbis uniust episodes in

In addition to childrcn bom
after Jan. 20, 1945, there ar€ other
relatively laige categories of Japa,
nese Americans that have nol re-
c€ived reparations. For example,
NCRR is continuing to actively
support Latin American Japanese
and lailroad workers in theirquest
for justice and r€dr€ss.

For infomation on the newly-
eligible categories, call the ORA
toll free at (888) 219-6900. Ask
for Tink Cooper or Emlei
Kuboyama. To contact NCRR,
call (213) 680-3484 and leave a
message.

By KAY OCHI
On April 24, the Department

of Justice (DOJ) published a
change lo the regulations govem-
ing redressprovisions forpersods
ofJapan€s€ ancestry. Under these
amendments to the Civil Liber-
ti€s Actof 1988, children ofevacu-
e€s bom in the U.S. outside of
prohibited military zones on the
West Coast after thei parents
'aolunurily'' relocated or after
their parcnts were released from
intemment camps, have become
potentially eligible.

childrcn ofevacuees who left
their hones in mililary zones to
mov€ inland, and children whose
parents originally lived in those
zones, then were intemed ard re-
Iocated outsid€ of those zones,
will be eligible for re&ess if 1 ) at
Ieast one parcnt liv€d in a prohib-
ited military zone immediately
precediog the evacuation, and 2)
they were bbm before Proclama-
tion 2l rescinded exclusion or-
ders for the r€maining six prohib-
ited zones on the West Coast on
nidnight ofJar m, D45.

lncluded under recently re-
vised regulations are claimants
whose parcnts originally lived in
certain military areas of Hawaii
and Alaska, wh€re lifting of €x-
clusion orders vaied from area to
area ii Hawaii and Alasl(a, so the
ORA (Office ofRedre$ Admin-
isti.tion) will make eligibility de-
terminalions on a case-by-case
basis.

Due to rccent decisions by the
U.S. Court of Appeals in favor of
redress for Douglas Ishida and
Linda Kawabe Consolo (based
on their b€ing prohibited from
resuming to their pare s'origi-
nal place of residence in military

(Kat Ochi, vice president of
the National Coalition for Re-
dress/Repatutions, writes this on
be ha lf of I he o r san i zat io n. O p in -
ions eryressed here do not neces-
sarilr rerect those ofThe Raf]u
Shimpo.J


