
ORA Should Have Extended
Elieibilitv Date for Those
Boin in Iiterior, Says NCRR

N National coalition for
-\ Redress/Reparations is
.f disappointed that only

).- claimants bom on or
\A before Jan. 20, 1945,

qualify for redress.

The Natiotal Coahion for Re-
dress/Repdations (NCRR) wd bn_
t.rtv disaDDoimed bv d announce-
me;r ediier hE \i.ek rrcm rhe
oflice of R€dress Administration
(ORA) that Jan. 20, 1945 has b€en
designated d the cutolf dale deter
minins potenlial €drcs eliSibiliry
forchildrcnbon inthe interior states
afler their paftnts eirhe. evacuated
or werc iDi€med from the Prohib-
ited zones durins Wodd wd ll.

''I'mextEn iy disappoined rhar
rhe oRA did not extend eligibility
to the children bom in the inledor
beyond .,anuary 20,' comDenred
Kay Ochi. viceprcsident of NCRR.

"Their decision. based on lhe
effective date of PMlamaion No.
21. n mubling. Arter seven yed
of dialosue with th€ ORA about $e
cruel huma tEgedy of these yes,
I had hop.d that they would Sive
c.ealer considemrion to ih€ conrext
6f fte times od the teEible condi-
tionsfami'ies werc forced to live in.

''They could not jusr get uP a.d
go bome in two or lhrce weeks.

In d updale to comunity lead-
e6. D€De G€ene, administrator of
lhe ORA, dnounced that in the
cass affected by fte Ishida coun
decision, m€liSible claimant nusr
have been bom on or before lanu-
ary 20, 1945."'"Ihis date was chosen sine rt
{as the effective date of Ploclma-
tion No. 21, which rescinded the
exclusionorde6 forlhe ldlsix prc_
hibit€d zones on the west Coat fd
lifn d the 8€tre.al civilid exciusion
restrictions on p€cons of Japaese
ancesdy everywnere,

Attomey Genenl Jmet Reno
eave the finalappmval by signing
rhes. recular'ons on April 14. The
egulations we€ plblished in the
Federal Regisler or April 24.

Greene indicared ihat after a 30-
day public notice period, Oe ORA
will b€gin nodfying th€ claiodts
of their status. The ORA hd about
1,400 claims under rcview. PaY-
men$ for eligible Ishida.laimdts
will begin in lhe fall.

Accordingto Ochi. NCRR u.8ed
$e ORA lo use June 30. 1946, as
the cutolf date. We eslimare that
ove! 500 clainan6 {ill b€ found
ineligible sitce $ey werc boh after
Js.20,  1945.

Richdd KaGuda. p.esident of
NCRR, criiicized fte DeParhenl

of Justice'sdecision to cling sin.tly
to the leter of rhe law.

''They're o.ly loofting atwhafs
'lesallv sufficienf to delemire an
er i ; ib i l i ry  b i r rhdate,"  hc said.
"NCRR has. always believed rhat
ourcommunrry oekwes mucn morc
than rha! ad we will continue lo
seel( omer aveoues to secure re-
dre$ for those who werc bom atier
the Jan.20, 1945, culofidale.'

G€ene also announced thal lwo
new catego.ies of claiman$ have
been found potenljally elisible
rhroDsh administralive decison.
The dRA @onsideed rhe claims
of individuals who were bom in an
intemment cmp b a molne. on
visitor sla(us or individuals who
lived in canp as a "visiroi while

Allhough these cases were once
consideEdineligible,rccenradnin-
istrative action made about 35 po-
tenti.lly eligible bnsed on similat
reasonins used witb the minor
rel@at€es. .lDst s the mino6 on rhe
G.ipshom could nor volunlarily
choose to €leate to Japan, ORA
recoanizd that children bom D rn
lemmentcmpsto visiting no$
ers o{ brcught into camp as mlno6
could nor volunkrily choose to en-

Also.theORAd.cidedth cer
lain clainants who left the West
Coast for Braduate school in the
non-prohibilive zone b€fore the
voluta{y evacuation period are now
eligible for redrcs. It was pEvL
oudy held tha( graduate sludents
had lolDntdily chosed then per
nanent domicile," G.eene said.

"A review of simild cases in-
volving undergraduate srDdenls
showed (hat individuals who lefr
then hones in tle prohibitcd zone
ro atte.d school in $e inie.ior did
not necessanly chMge their pemd-
nent domicile. Applying this ratio'
nale to gmduate stldents, an ad-
minisintive d€cision rcverwd the
inelieibilitv srarus of this small
groufi of ciaimmts. To dare. fou'
clairns have ber found potentially

The ORA reported that the re
drcss staisrics as of April 29 de
80.304 cases paid,2,861 itrdilidu'
ah *hoF wheMbouts are uiloown,
1,396 ineligible md 1,420 cases
aifecied by the lshida decision.

Indi!iduals interesred in contact-
ing the ORA should call lhen toll-
freenumber l-888 219-6900. Call
es m asked to leave a derailed
mesage rcgarding lhen concems.
An ORA representative will €lum
the call within two weeks, or sooner
if iomediate anendon is needed.

Fo.nore infomalionon NCRR,
call (213) 6E0-1464.


