
Redress Agency Chanses
EligibilityRulds
Now children bom to

REPARATIONS

"voluntary" evacuees are
now eligible if they were
bom prior to midnight
onIan.2,1945.

The Nadonal Coalition for Re-
dres,s and Reparations is encourag-
Ing Japanese Amencans to conract
lhe Ofiice of Redress Administra-
tion_{ ORA ) regarding irs change of
eugrD'Ury rurcs,

On Apil 22, rhe DeDanmenr of
Justice published its proposed
changes to the re€ulalio_ns govem-
Ing rEoress Prov'srcns lor Frsons
ot Japanese ancesny in the F€d?rdi
ReEistet.

Und€r ihe oew rcgulations, chil-
dren bom to "voluntary" evacuees
from the prohibit€d militaty zones
of the West Coast will be elieible
for redrcss. Also etisibb wm be
children bom to paints that lefr
camp to areas oubide ofthe prohib-
ited military zones.
_ Requircmenb for eligibiliry in-

. persons must have been bom
outside of rhe prohibited milirary

.zonc- - ,  !  ._-- ,  , .  .1 i . l ; . ! : ,
. at leasr one parealJrult have

residedwithin rha p'Uhiultd fiEf -
tlly zone of the West Coast prior ro
lhe iftemment p€riod

. Ures€ persons must have been
bom Drior lo midnishr on Jan. 2.
1945-

The revised regularions are a di-
rect rcsult of the favorable mlinss
re.eived by two claimants. Dousl-as
lshida and Linda Consoio, al-the
Fedeml Coun ofADoeals. The coun
found that hhida aia Consolo *ein
excluded from their parents oriri-
nal residence in a prohibited miii-
tary zone and were thus qualified to
receive redress under th€ terms of
the Civil Lib€rti€s Act of 1988.

The Civil Righrs Division of the
Justice Deparunent broooses ro
limiteligibiliry under tirh 

-policy 
ro

cralmanls bom priorro Jan. 3, I 945,
the effective date of Proclamation
No.2l (midnight on Jan. 2, 1945).

Proclamation No. 21 lifted the
general restrictions that had t)Ie-
vented persons of Japanes€ ances-

ry from retuming to rheir original
places of residence in the prohib-
ited military zones on rha West
Coast. Accordingly, persons bom
on or after Jan. 3, 1945. could le-
gally relum to therr parenls oriqi-
nal residenc€ on the We( Coas-"Wlile we applaud lhe DeDa(-
ment of Justice for making ;ore
persons eligible for redress, we ar€
dismayed at rhe use of rhe Jan. 2.
1945 birthdate," said Kay Ochi. vice
president of NCRR.

NCRR believes rhar June 30,
1946. the dare used in the Civil
Libenies Act of 1988. is fte appro-
priate date. "With the warsdllras-
ing in the Pacific. both the 'volu;-
tary' evacuees and those rhar teft
camp suffered ftom racism, eco-
nomic hardsh iD and the osvcholosi-
cai toll brougfir on by f;dJ oi ihe
future," said Ochi.

Due to the conditions thar ex-
iited on the West Coasl. said Ochi.
it was extremely difficult for Japa-
nese Americans to irnmediatelvie-
tum to their old homes. "tn faci the
WarDefenie Cornmand hadn't even
cleared 108,545 to rerum undlJan.
20, 1945," stated ochi."Atmost.14,000 additional ind;
viduals werE prohibired frorn the
WestCoasl through rhe use of indF
viduai exclusion orders or deren-
tion in the camps. Because rhe U.S.
govemment did not send Proclama-
tion 2l to those that had relocared
inland, many in rhe Midwest and
East did not know until the sDrins
and sunmerof 1945 that rhey ;oulA

The communiry has rhe oppor-
tudity to express its views to rhe
Department of Justice. Commen$
can be sent to the Office of Redress:
Administration until June 6. 1 996.-"We encoumge everyone to sup-
port the new group of eligibles by
sendjng theircommenls to rheORA
At lhe same time, share your rea-
soos why the Jan. 2, 1945 dare is
prenature," concluded Ochi.

Comments may be marled to the
Office of Redress Adminisrrarron.
P.O. Box 66260, Washjneron.D.C-.
20015-6260.

The ORA may b€ contacted a|
(2O2) 219-6900. NCRR'S phone
number is (213) 680-3484.


