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Claimants Urged to Apply by Jan
DeDe Greene, ORA
administrator, reminds
everyone that the
program would end
either by Aug. 10, 1998,
or when the allocated
money runs out.

By TAKESHI NAKAYAMA

The U.S. Depanmentof Justice s
Office of Redress Adninistration
urg€d potential recipients of redress
to send in their claims by January
1998.

Speaking at a redfess workshop
attended by an estimated 150 per-
sons on Tuesday nighl ,t rhe Japa-
nese American Cultural and Com-
munity Center in Li( le Tokyo,
DeDe Greene, ORA's administra
lor for red.ess, reminded €veryone
that the reparatioDs program, in-
rended to compensate those whose
f.eedoms we.e curtailed by the
govcrnment's evacuation orders
during World War II; would end
ei$er by Aug. 10, 1998, or when
lhe allocated money runs out.

Leadi.g the workshop/meetjng
wcre Greenc and ORA staff mem-
bers Emlei Kuboyama. Joann Chiedi
and Lisa Vickers Johnson, who pro-
vided answers to queslions on indi-
vidual case statuses and required

ORA said it has delivered pay-
ments to more than 80,000eligible
individuals since the payments be-
gan in 1990."we started with 120.000 un-
knowns. and we located everybody
except the 3,300'unknowns,"
creene said. "Only l.500havebeen
denied less than 2 percent. And
some ofthem will become eligible
under tthe .kldd casel."

The ORA execut ive director
added. "We will continue our oui-
reach in the community. \rye re ba-
sically doing everything we can. '

Creene urged potential recipi'
ents to apply as soon as possible
because the time it takes toproccss
claims-frurn rhe rimc one applies
unril paymen!s are made-averages
around six 1l) eighl weeks.

Greene said under the regula'
tions of the Civil Libenies Acr of
1988. the oldest eligible claimants
gel paid tlrst.

(AboYe) Kay ochi, icft, l ic€ presi
dent oftheNational Coalition for
Redress and Reparations, mak€s
a point duringa rcdress meeting
and workshop held Tuesday in
Littl€ TokJo. (Left) Some of the
150 int€rested sp€ctators listen
intcntly as siaff menb€rs of the
Offi ce of Redr€ss Administrarion
give an overview of recent eYents
and current r€dr€ss statistics at
thr.lapanose American Culrural
rnd Community Center Tuesda!'
night.

ORA also asked rhe community
lo lelthetn know ofany polenriall)
eljgible people whose whcreabouts
rrenowunknown andwhosenames
xre bcins published in flr! ,q.r/d

"Based on qhal  wc now halc
inc ludiog l rhose co!ercd undcr l
Ish ida,  thc minor \ ,  thc PcNyian
Jlpanese and rhe rlilro.rd uorkcrs,
we should have enough moncy. '

Krr Ochi. !icc presrdcnt ol rhc
Nrtiuul Coaliti(m lir Rcdfcss and
R.p. . r l ions (NCRR),  Ihc g ioup
orgrnirinS thc nreeting. \aid Ihc
turpo\e ol rhc workshop $rs llr
Lr ldr lL  ( l )e  connnunr l )  abo r r  thr
pro,r r . \ \  o l  rhc ORA. ro f ( , \  ide rn
r) f tor l ln j r \  ja f  rhc ! ,nr ]nruni l \  l ( i
sFak ro Ol lA srr l l  r r . r rhcr \  in
l rehon.  t ( r  c \ fcd i le  c l l j r rN.  r  c l  ( l
ouLrcrch to rh.  conrnuni lv

Ochi  \ r rd :h.  hxr  rcs.nr t ion\

rhoul ORA r ourrcach clftfls only
brcruse rhc sunsct  dale is  a b ig
rsme lor  lheni .  On Aug.  I0.  1998,
rhe door \hns drut . '

' ' lhu l  s  \ery d is t rcss ing to nre
hc.Lru\e wc \lill hirve ! iot of chims
Lhrlhr\cnor been f rocessed.pcoplc
$ r lh ! l ) r .a l \  rn l t  1 .300 t rnknowDs. '
( \ i ' rnr rcd t -n lc \s  rhey \ho$ nrc
r \c , \  core.n.d xnd !cry comple le
ourrcrch f l !n .  I$on l  bc sul is l icd
\ r r h  L O R , \ : l  c f t o n s  . . .  I  d o  r
rh ink i r 's  xs .oDrprehcnsive as l
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(Above) Kay Ochi,left, vice presi-
dent of th€ National Coalition for
Redress and Reparations, makes
a point during a redress m€€ting
and workshop beld Tnesday in
Little Tokyo. (L€ft) Som€ of the
150 interested sp€ctators listen
int€ntly as stall members of the
Office of Redrcss Administration
giYe an overvi€w of recent events
and curr€nt redress statistics at
the,lapanese American Cultural
and Connunit] Center Tuesday
nigbt.

about ORA s outreach effons only
because the sunset date' is a big
issue tbr  lhem. On Aug.  10,  I998,
lhe door slanrs drut."

''Thal s lery dislressinS to mc
hecause wc still hNvc r lot of claims
LhaLhx!c not bccn proccssed. people
withat|tals. rnd 3.300 unknowns, '

O.h is tatcd _Unlcss lhey show Ine
a vcry conce.lcd and very complele
outrcach phn. I won'1bc saiisfied
wirh IORA sl eiTorts ... I don t
think ii s .rs comprehensive as I

She added, "There need to be
nrore prcss releases. notjust to the
vcrnrculffs, bul ro the majornews-
prpcrs loo. ro 8e1the word out and
rolocale l)eople. I thinkpe.hapsour
scnse of urgency is not shared by
1ORAl.-

The coDrrrunitycan dotheirpan
b) f equeninS nrore co'nmunity out-
f.rch lionr ORA. callingandkeep-
rng in louch with ORA. and staying

PotcntiallJ trligible

Two caregories preliously dc

nicd by ORA are now porentiilly
eligible fo. redress because ofcourl
victories in the lsbida and Cbnrol,

These cases inro l !c  .h1ldren
bom ininteriorslrtcs($rch!\ titah)
whosc plrcnts volunlarill rclo-
cated from theirWest Q)ast honrcs
and werc nevcr intcmcLlin conccn
tralion canpsi rnd children ol paF
ents who were intemed buthad lcft
camp before thcy wcre bom.

Pcoplc in {his chss ol pcople
may be eligiblc li)r rcdrcss. ifORA
proposrls are implcmcntcd Ilow
cvcr, ORA is propr,sing lhal lhe
date of binh should bc chanscd
f.om Junc 30, 19.16 (ns sralcd in rhe
Civ i lL iberdcs Act  o l  1988) ro Jan
2.  I945.

Darlene Canrdcho, onc of thosc
who wcrc dcnicd rcdrcss, arlended
!he mee!ing inhopesof Lhathcrcrse
maybc revcAedduc to thcoulcome

He.family voluntxrily c\acu'
ated to Utnh to work on a sugar
beets in March 1942. Her fither,
who injured his back, drole the
family toMinnesora, whereshe was
bom in 1943. Her youngest b.other
was bom in Chicago in 1946.

Her mother and sister. who wNs
bom in 1939. lvere lbund eligible.
but hertather did not receive repa-
rations because he diea in 1984.
four ycars bcforc LhcCivil Libcnics
Acrof 1988 was e.acled nrto lNw.

Camacho said she was denicd
when she first appli€d lbr redrers.
and hcr appeal w.rs also dcnicd.
"With the Ishida and Consolo cases,
I've been told I mighl be one ofrhe
900 or so who arc cligiblc. 

'
"My case mighr be wc:rker lhan

othersbecause my tarher nroved to
Minnesota," she said. Buthcdidn t
hale the f.eedom of movernent Io
go back !o his domicile in B.ldwin
Park,  Cal i tbrn ia. '

Ochi  sa id other  ind iv iduals who
desene redress bu1 havc bcen dc
nied inchdc Jrplncsc Pcru\irns.
the milroadworkers who wcrc llrcd
afier Pearl Harbor. rcsidcnts oiccr
u in pans ofAr i rona who los l  thck
freedom of nDrcmcnt. aDd sonre
people who voluntarily cvacu-
ated liom rheir Wen Corn ho,nes
bcforc the golcmmcnl s c\rcur-
tion ordcrs in Mrrch l,l-12.

Nikkei who were trken liom
Latin American narions xgrinsr Iheir
will and detained in Ll.S canrps
durnrg wodd w.f 1l hrlc bccn
deniedredressby the ORA dndhave
Iiled a latlsuit seeking an rfo!ogy

The go!e.nmcnl do.. rccr)rnize
that the .rbducthns hrppcncd. bot
oificirls withthc ORA sa\ rhi:Lalin
Anref lc .n  ̂* ikkeid. IN'nc.s dre not
covcred by thc 1988 rcprrrLions

NCRR is comniucd l() fighring
tor redress. elen atier the sunsel
date, Och i announced. _G iven ther€
are 3,300 unknownr, we will pur-
sue that. ORA hasalrcody relersed
aboutahal iadozenclxssoipcoplc."


