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REDRESS UPDATE

guage School Teachen in Boulder,
Colofado

.Children bom incamp to:'visiF
ing" mothers

.Children bom after their par-
ents' evacuation in Hawaii."We are urging community
membeIs ro help identify individu-
als who may be eligible for redrEss.
Some people may not have appli€d
believing that they were not eli-
sible," said Richard Katsuda, NCRR
president. He urged p€ople to 'tse
lhe resources of your church or
iemple,clubororganization'snews-
letters to put the word ouL"

He continued. "NCRR will work
with the ORA to develop the broad,
est oureach plan possible, panicu-
larly since the Civil Liberties Act
ends in August 1998. We don't want
anyeligible evacuee/intemeeover,

Those who think they may now
be elisibl€ sbould cdl the ORA
Helpline at (202) 219-6900.

In recent communications with
NCRR, DeDe Gr€€n€, administra-
tor of the ORA reported rhat ro dare,
79,862 redress payments have b€en
made. On Cht. 30, 1995, 30 redress
paym€nts were issued which in-
clud€d ren of the claina i previ
ously denied redress by the ORA
and whose lawsuits were affect€d
by the Ishida/CoDsolo decision.

JanMry 2, 1945'!
2. When and how did you find our thal it was being pennissible to

3. Did you retum immedialely afier the mililary order wrs rc
scinded? Why or why not? When did you retum ro rhc W.st Coan.l

4. For camp residents, please indicate which canrp you wcrc n lnd
when you were told you could retum to rhe Wesl Coasr. Wher djd rou

5. What is your opinion about the ORA using Janual 1 , I 915 t,r rtr.
last binh date of eligibility for children ot evacuees ano rornrer

Please send your conespondence ro: NCRR. c/oJanic. yen t:1.1
S. San Pedro St. #41l, Los Angeles. CA 90012.

Ifyou have any queslions, you can reach NCRR br, lcrvirg n]c \sl!cs
al (213) 680,3484.

Thousands More May Be Eligible for Redress
The NCRR urges those
who may have earlier
been denied redress to
see if the recent changes
resulting from two
successful federal court
cases may affect them.

Joeldeof Los Angeles justfound
out that his son. Jack, who was bom
in KansasCity, Missoun in 1944, is
probably eligible for redress.

In a receni conversation wi$
Ka$y Masaoka. vice presidenr of
rhe National Coaiition forRedrcsv
RepantioN, Ide was surprised to
Ieam about the re&€ss cateqories
rnade el igible by the Douglas I-shida
and Linda Consolo federal coun

"There are a lot of people out
there who are eligible for r€dress
and don'trealize it, saidMasaoka."By fie estimates ofthe Office of
Redress Adninistration, 2,000 to
5,000 more people may now be
eligible for r€dress. ' Masaoka ex
plained that calegories now eligible

.Children bom oulside ofcamp
pnor to Jan. 2, 1945 to parent(s)
who were "voluntary" evacue€s, or
v{ho left camp. or were NavalLan,

NCRR Concerned With ORA Cut-Off Date
The National Coalition for RedresvReparations expressed concem

ove. the Office of Redress Administration's recenr decision to use Jan.
2, I 945 as rhe date of birth esrablishing redress eligibility for children
of "voluntary" evacuees and former inlem€€s.

On Jan..2. 1945, the rescission of the military order prohibiting
person of Japanese ancestry frcn living on the West Coast wenl into
effe€|. According to the guidelines defined by the recent legai d€cision,
those who settled inland could rerum ro rheir homes on rhat date.

In other words, ihey were no longer prohibired from their original
place of resid€nce. Thus, children of volun.ary evacuees bom on o.
after January 2, I 945, are nor eligible for reparations under these new
ORA guidelines.

NCRR'S Jan Yen stated. "We do nor feel thatjustice is served by
using th€ 1945 date. We have srrongly urged the ORA to adopr June 30,
1946. as the date ciled in the Civil Libenies Acr of 1988. On Jan. 2,
I 945, very few people had the financial resources b rctum alone ro the
W€sl Coast. Many feared physical attacks on their families from ra€isrs
\ti,e U.S. and Japan werc still at war), and several such incident! did
occur.  Sheconrinued. \) !€rnNCRRbel ievedatmosrrctocareesdid
nol even know ahat they could retum to their old communities at th3(

The ORA will b€ accepting statemenrs during a "30-day public
comment period," b€ginning approximate four to six momhs from now,
on the amended draft regulations. NCRR is urging former relocaiees
and cmp residents to send in their recollections about rhis January

In addition, $€ recipienls in,
cluded 12 Hawaii cases. The ORA
will continue issuing redress pay-
ments approximately once a month
to the oldest claimants first.

The ORA announced that it had
recendy rcceived notification that it
may be able to access the remain inq
$45 million ftom the initial authori:
zation for the puryose of making
redress payments- Also, the ORA
plans to cooduct an outreach pro-
gmrn over the next seveml months.

ORA's Greene $ated, "I am very
grateful for your INCRR'd assis-
tance to oRA in locating thos€ un
known ;ndividuals who might be
eligible for rcdress, as well as those
whom we hav€ lost contact with
ov€r the last few years . . . who may
be newly eligible based on thc ...

The ORA is cunenlly in the pro-
cess of submittins the dmfi reeula-
tions for the "chiidrcn ofvolu;rary
evacue€s" for review and evenrual
publication in fie Federal Registe r.
This process is expecred to tale
approximalely four ro six months.' In the meantime. the ORA will
begi! reviewingrh€ 900 claims cur-
renlly submitedrOverthe nexr sev,
€rdl rnonrhs, claimants will be re-
ceiving conespondence from the
ORA requesting any addirional
documentation that may be needed

1945 time p€riod-
Th€se comments will becompiledand senr ro WashinSton. D.C in

an effort to change the eligibil;ry date.
NCRR is asking people to answerrhe foltowing questions Spccific

recollecdons may be difficult, given ihe amounl of timc thlt has pa$cd.
But any recolleclions will be ofhelp. And any orher rctc!,n1 inti)rnr.r
tion you may recall will be welcome_

The queslions are as Iollow\.
l. Were you aware thal you could .eturn ro lhc West Co:isl on

in  delemrn'ng e l ig ib i l i ry
Cr i ter ia  for  e l igrb i l i ry  i \  berng

soughrbyORA fi roughsrouIl\ \u!h
as NCRR

Theproposed regulations rcsrd,
ing "mino.relocarccs who re{umed
to Japan during thc Wai arc srill
underreview. ORA s Crcene said,''We assume thal once thc .csDlr,
tions are publ;shed. (he asc ol rhe
majority willbcdcfinedrs ll She
said.  l  um dornE r \cNrh,r !  p , t r
s ib le ro expedirc  Lh \  pn t r  f r .

ThcORAconlinucs tr) worl wirh
lhe Immigrat ionand Nrturx l i /dr  j (n l
Serv ice ( lNS)tohn!eclscsol . l rp . r .
nese Peruvians.c l icwed ro \ \ .  I
they we.e in i t ia l ly  nn\rh\ \ i r ie i l ."LJnfonunaiely, this will o l\ rl'
fecr  a smal lnumbc.  ofcrsc\ .  \xrd
C.een€. ORA isbound by rlr. r,)J],
srralnls ofthe Civil Lib.rri.\ ,\.( ot'
I988. INS has cxamincd rhc r \ \ !c
as broadly as n crn. and $c hr\c no
lirrther actiqn b ibllolv wiLh rc
gards to these claims. '

Jan Yen ofNCRR said. -NCRIi

continucs !o seek lawyes wbo llul
be interested ;n filling lrwsuits on
behalf otindividualsdenied redr.ss.
Many compellingcases involvc in
dividuals who werc dcfinitcl! de
pdved of libenies as a resulr ol
Sovemment acrion." Thosc inrer-
ested in helping should contlcl
NCRR at (213) 680,3:184.


