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in Federal Court This Week
Peruvians Plan to File Suit

Victims of World War II
from Latin America
want similar reoarations
as other intemels.

People ofJapanes€ anc€sEy who
were taken froh Latin American
nations against their will and de-
tained in U.S. camps during World
War II plan to file suit dis week
seeling an apology and repsrstions.

ln addition to the estimated
120,000,Japanese Americans held
in camF, the Roos€velt adminis-
tration oder€d the detentionof more
than 2,200 people of Japan€se an-
cesfry from 13 Latin American
countries. Most were faom Peru.

A group of the former debine€s
plans to file a suit in f€deral court
this week in Washington, the I?J
An8eler lirner reported Monday."These actions wer€ a violadon
of intematioDal law," said Gnce
Shimizu, daughter of a Peruvian
Japanese man held in the camps.'This was kidnaping civilians

from a third country not at war,
taking them across intemational
\raten and Filing them. It's impor-
tanttohold the govemment account-
able."

llhe goveftment never gav€ an
official explanation for its actions.
But historians think the Japanese-
Latin American3 were forced iDto
Texas corcentration camps for rea-
sons similar to lhe largei detention
ofJapanese Americaff on the W€st
Coast They were seen as a security
dreat io the United States.

The U.S. govemment apologized
and gave $20,000 to each of the
suvivirg 60,000 Japanese Ameri-
crns held ircamps. The Japanese
Latin Americtns wan!a similardeal.
Many of them became U.S. citizens
after the war, when most wer€ not
allowedtor€tum to theirhome coun-
tries, the newspaper said.

The govemmenl do€s rccognize
that de atductions hapDened, bur
off ic ials wirh rh;-  Jusr ice
Department's Office of Red.ess
AdminfuEation say the Intin Ameri-
can delainees are not covered by the
1988 r€parations law.


