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REPARATIONS

nation)," said Nos6. On Thursday
cvening, Nos6 and others were en-
couraged about the stalus of their
cases in a Los Angeles meeling
with representatives from the Of-
fice of Redress Administration
(ORA) at the Japanese American
Cultural and Conrmunity Cente,r.
Offi cials includedORA head DeDe
Greene. past adminiskator Bob
Bratt, legal counsel Tink Cooper'
and director of ogerations Joanne
Chiedi.

overtyrted by F€deral Circuit's
Counrof Appeals, 900 children of
''volunlary evacueej who have
filed rheir case with the ORA will
be awarded $20.000 in redress

Lasr Thursday. artomey Gerald
Salo argued beforc the court on the
behall of his cousin. Linda (Yae)
Consolo. who was denied redress
because she was bom in Ulah dur

Earlier. Sato, who also made a
case lo. another plainliff, Douglas
Ishid.r. rcported thal he felr rhe

sntisfied with the

ber of additional

Angeles. had b€en pick€d up by thc
FBIon Dec.7,  1941.  Later the fam-
ilywas intemed in Santa Anira and
Amache beforc going to New Jer-
sey to embark on |ne G.ipsholm on
Sept. l, 1943.

Sam Miyamolo, a U.S. velerrn
who served during the Korean War.
funher elaboraled rhar Japanese
Amencans wcre t.eared wor\e rhrn
illegalaliens in Japan. "!vecouldn r
use public lrqnspodatioD or use thc
hospital. Wc had to say lbal wc
were Koreans," said Miyamoto.

UpdaFs on other crlegories in,
clude the followins:

.Japanese Larin Americans-
TheORA iscurrently wo.king wilh
the Immigmtion and NaluralizaLion
Service (INS) to see itU.S. perma-
nent residency status for some Pe-
ruvians and olher Latin Americans
€an b€ awarded rctroaclively. DUF
ing $e war, these individuals of
Japanese ancesrry were taken from
theirhomes io ctrmps in the U.S.1()-  

be used for

ViclorNo*ischll.lof When sh€ was r mi-
3 "rolunhry c'!- ro., Reiko Rlkih!ru
cue." A Hel courl Nlmlr. kay€l€d to
cae nar chsn3c the Jspcr on Oe Crips-
t k or 900 individn- holnpison€ru1-r..
als*hoflllinthls.al. ship in 1943. She is
€gory. ' monst3lorneB*ho

m8y relve rdd.6r.

recently d€emed eligible to receive
redress because their permanent
residency status was clarified by
the INS. Five were denied thar resi,
dency siatus._.and the rcmaining
cases are penomg.

.Arizona Residents-Althoush
individuals in the strle of Arizo;a
werc not fbrc€d inlo concentration
camps, lheir wanimernovcment was
restricted through curfews and orher
laws. Through the legal efforts of
theAsianla\rcaucus cen Fujiota,
ceriain individuals living in nofth-
em Pho€nix successtully argued ahat
their livelihood was severelv im-
pai.ed by a law restricting then
movernent from lhe soud)iidc.
These aSricultural workers proved
that they had a preexisling relation-
ship wilh southern Phoenix, ex,
plained Cooper.

To date, 125 r€lated cases have
been processed through thc ORA.
Of that number, 35 have been paid.
Fifteen are exp€cted ro rcceive re-
dress in this next round of pay

Newly appointed ORA head DeDe Gr€ene ex-
plains n€w dev€lopments in denied redress cases.

chang€s with
Japan.Losing

c i t i z e n s h i p
rndfirstineli-
gible ro gain
U.S.  c i t izen-
ship. lhesein-
d i v i d u a l s

The ORA

l8 of  30 indi -

Ps'6 b] N^oMr | trRA ARr[e' rh,t,

RichardKatsuda,n€wNCRRpresident,disc sses the legal cas€s currently affecting govemmental redress
for "children of voluntsry €vacu€es." Thes€ individuals have b€€n deni€d r€dress because they were noa
boln in camD. Sittine at the table sre Bob Bratt. former ORA head. and director of oneretions- lo'nne

Good News for Some Nikkei Denied Redress
Those who were niinors
on a prisoner-of-war
ship and children of"voluntary evacuees"
may soon have their
cases reversed.

By NAOMI HIRAHARA

Victor K. Nos€. 53. recalls his
parents' slories of moving into a
chicken coop in the Pacific South-
west in the dead of winter."W€ didn't have electricity," said
Nos6. "A kerosene lamp, that's all
we had." Soon af|er, Nos6 was bom
in May of 1943, suNiving a near-
death situation.

Nos6 is among the 900 "children
of voluntary evacuees," a historical
term used tocoin thosebomoutside
ofcamp toJapanere Americans who
chose 10 relocate from the Wesl
Coast into lhe U.S. interior to avoid
being p,aced in world War II con

This groupof individuals. as well
as people in other categories. has
been denied redress and reparations
under the Civil Libenies Act of
1988, but are hoping to see a rev€r-

What people don't realize, says
Nos6, is that "voluntary evacuecs"
were forced to leave their homes in
a few days and also had to record
their aclivity wilh governmental
authoriti€s. '"Ihey made dang sure
ftat you gol to you.point(ofdesti



an" iliret-lor rtf op€iatidhs, Joand€

Rich.# Kaisuda, Dresiden! of
ihe National Coalitio; for Redress
and Reparations. which sponsored
the meetng, said he hoped the deci-
sion would come withinthreerosix

If the coun rules in Consolo's.
favor. said Cooper, all affectgd in-
dividuals will be inform€d and re-
dress will be paid.

Japanese Americans who were
minors when $ey traveled with their
parenrson fte Cripsholm prisoner-
ot-war sh'p also received sood
news. ORA administrator deene
revealed that movemenr was being
made to pay restitution to indi-
viduais in rhal caresorv. "l in v€rv
optimistic," said Gieerie.

According to rh€ ORA, l3 I indi-
vaduals who wer€ minors ar rhe time
have petitioned to receive redress.
When asked to clarifv rhE ase of
such minon. Coopir confi-rmed
thatage2l was considered the lesal
Iimit at that time. and that nume;-
cal definition has been aoDrov€dbv
Departrnenr of Jusrice h;ad Devdl
Patsick.

'You hope thar a decision will
be issued in the nexr four to sir
weeks," said Cooper

Those who aaveled to Japan on
the Gripsholm werc previoualy de,
nred but rhey had "relocaled to an
enemy country during the war."'Our contention h that we had
no choice," said Reiko Rikimaru
Nimum, who was in her ieens at the

Nimura explained rhar her farher
Isamu. one of the partners of
tukimaru Produce Market, in Los

other questions emerged in-
volved workers on lhe Union Pa-
€ific railroad who were released
frorn theijobs b€cause ihey were
or Japanese anc€strvl children of
worlai War II vee;ns who were
bom outside ofcamp: andindividu,
als in Nevada who faced curfew

Such individuals shoutd conraFr
the ORA directty, said officiats."we're trying ro create a panneF
ship. ' said C reene, who i: workins
for money to be availabte for all
eligible intemees. We wanr you ro
be comfonable cailing us. 

'

Kci Ochi, fonncr NCRR Drcsi_
dcnt, agrccd, concluding ltrc incc!,
rng wtLh thccommcnl. wc want lo
rlrscuss all $csc ctscs.'

who to call for
Redress Help

Individuals deni€d redress
can call the Office of R€dress
Administmtion (ORA) in
Washington, D.C. direcrty.
The telephone number is
(202) 219-6900. Please leave
your narne and phone num-
ber at the recording. and a
represenlative should call you
back.

For local helD. conlacl the
National Coaliiion fo. Re-
dressandReparrdonsar (2 | l)
680-1484. The non-prof i l
group has no paid slaff mem-
t€rs. but volunteers will re,
tum yourcall.

Another meerina mav be
heldthis summer 
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