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REDRESS

ORA Announces
Payments

Made to 79,515
Individuals

ORA administrator
DeDe Greene will
address a community
meeting about redress

issues on Thursday,
April 13, at the JACCC.

The Office of Redress Adminis-
tration (OR A) recently reported that
redress payments have been made
to 79,515 eligible individuals, and
that 2,316 applicants have been
found ineligible for payment.

ORA administrator DeDe
Greene will address the community
about the cases denied and other
redress issues atameeting on Thurs-
day, April 13, from 7 p.m., at the
Japanese American Cultural and
Community Center, 244 S. San
Pedro St., Los Angeles.

The community meeting, spon-
sored by the National Coalition for
Redress/Reparations-Los Angeles
(NCRR), will provide the ORA an
opportunity to update the commu-
nity, and to leteligible Nikkei know
that they can still apply for redress.

The ORA estimates that thou-
sands.of potentially eligible intern-
ees have not applied for redress,
and that approximately 500 cases
are eligible, but arc pending be-
cause applicants need to send in
needed information or documenta-
tion.

“NCRR urges Nikkei to stay in-
volved with redress. The ORA will
close its doors in 1998 when the
provisions of the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988 end. We call upon commu-
nity members to encourage eligible
Nikkei to apply forredress or to call
NCRR to getassistance, stated Kay
Ochi, vice president of NCRR.

“NCRR is still very concerned
about those denied redress. We hope
that the ORA will reconsider these
categories. Last year several cat-
egories were reconsidered and doz-
ens of people were made eligible
for redress. We hope that the ‘ben-
efit of the doubt’ clause as provided
in the 1992 amendment to the act
will be applied,” Ochi continued.

In March, 50 cases were tound
eligible for payment. Of these cases,
27 people were in Arizona, 4 in
Hawaii, 4 Peruvians and 9 internee/
evacuees. The largest category of
denials represents 774 people who
were born after the parents” evacu-
ation or internment.

Other large categories include
303 internees from Latin America
who left the United Staltes after the
war, 259 Hawaiian applicants, 162
applicants who relocated to Japan,
141 “voluntary” evacuees, and 102
railroad workers.

Additional categories of evacu-
ees/internees found ineligible in-
clude 18 people born in Boulder,
Colo.,to Japanese language instruc-
tors, 13 Latin American Japanese
who remained in the U.S. after the
war, 70 people who were in the
military, 76 cases of persons in Ja-
pan, 61 cases involving curfew or
travel, 53 cases where no govern-
ment action was found as the cause
of loss of liberty or property.

NCRR will provide information
about the remaining denial cases at
the April 13 meeting.

For furtherinformation about the
community meeting, call NCRR al
(213) 680-3484,

Child of
‘Voluntary
Evacuee’ Case
Goes to Court
of Appeals

WASHINGTON.—ALltormey
Gerald Sato presented oral
arguments before the Federal
Circuit” Court of Appeals on
Thursday in the redress case
of Japanese American woman
whose parents “voluntarily”
evacuated from Los Angeles
to Utah during World War I1.

The government has ap-
pealed a June 22, 1994 deci-
sion by U.S. Court of Federal
Claims Judge James Turner
to award redress payment
under the Civil Liberties Act
of 1988 to Linda Yae
(Kawabe) Consolo. The De-
partment of Justice had de-
nied Consolo the $20,000
because she was born outside
li)lf camp during World War

“I thought it went pretty
well,” said Sato, who has been
submitting written arguments
to the court.

The Court of Appeals
judges will now deliberate
based on the documents and
oral arguments presented by
both Satoand the government.

The decision is forthcom-
ing,




