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Lawsuits Filed by Children
of 'Voluntary Evhcuees'
Written arguments are due by Oct. 5.

Two more Southern Califomia
residents have filed lawsuits claim-
ing eligibility fo. redress under the
Civil Liberties Act of 1988.

Sharon Tanihara and crace
Watanabe, both born to Darents who
had b€en released fio; rebcarion
camps pursuant to the federal War
Relocation Aulhoriry s 'lndefinite
IJave ' program, conrend $ar rhey
were 'tteprived of liberty, one df
the conditions for eliqibiliry under
the redress law.

Sharon Tanihara v. U. S.A. (case
no. 94-404C) was filed on June 22,
lgcA, ar]d c nc e Warata be y. U. S A.
(case no. 9k76C) was filed on
July 25, 1994.

From 1943, lhe WRA created
rules for so-called "indefinite
leave," in which intemees could
apply for permission to leave canD
ifspecific employment were avail_,
able. The rulesprohibit€dfi ee move,
ment of such persons, and aDolied
to chi ldren bom to prersons rei&sed
on the leave progmm. lrave could
b€ revoked by rhe WRA a! any rim€.

The government denied the
claims of Ms. Taniham and Ms.
Watanabe on grounds that only per,

sons bom in camp should be eli-
gible und€r the law.

The new U.S. Coun of Fedeml
Claims lawsuits contend that in the
1944 dec\slon of Ex Parte Mitwre
E do, the Unired SBres Supr€ire
Coun unanrmously held thal rhe"indefi nire leave rules constirured
an exercise of Dower bevond rhe
lawf ul authoriry of WRA. ;d lhere-
lore subj€cted Japanese Amencans
to an illegal restrainr of libenv.

Because Congress is presimed
to be aware of federal courr deci-
sions whenselecring language ro be
uled in ils laws, Tanihara and
Watanabe contend that Congress
intended persons who were su-biect
to the "indefinite leave" nrtes 6be
included among eligible claimanrs.

Both lawsuits have been assisned
roJudge Roben Hodges. Hodg;s is
a lormer aid to Sen. Srrom
Thurmond. The judge has ondered
all wnlten areuments robe submit-
r€d ro the court by Ocr. 5, t994.

Taniham and waranabe are reD-
resented by Saro & Henrv in
Westlalc V illage. The govem;enr
is represent€d by Thomas Dinackus
in washingtoo, D.C.


