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NCRR Delegation Reports on Trip to Washington
The issue of various categories of internees who were denied eligibility for reparations is discussed.
By TAKESHI NAKAYAMA

The National Coalirion for Redress/Repararions (NCRR) .leleaation
which.qenr ro Wrshingron. D.C..  p 'e,enred a -Repon Back rrom Wa\h.
rngton and also gavc an updare on redrers on Salurday, Sepl. I t. at rhe
Japanese American Cuhural and Community Center in Littt€ Tokyo ara
neeting atlended by an esiimated 70people.

Tle NCRR delegaiion at rhe meeting ;ncluded Kay Ochi, M;yatwatati.
David Monkawa, Duane Inouye Sanchez and Reiko Nimum.

They reponed rhat othen who traveled ro Washinrton-for rhe meer-
ings wiLh United SLare, qssisrant Afiomey G€neral-larne: Tumer and
mernbers of Congress-included Sox Kitashima, crace Sh;mizu. Aft
Shibdyama. PaLOtdmoro dnd John Ora from lhe Bay Area. togerher wirn
JACL members Karen Narasaki, Lillian Kirnun and crayce Uyehara and
Gen Fujioka of the Asian Law Caucus.

NCRR also provided an updare or the c.ses which have been deter_
minedby the Office of Redress Administrarion (ORA) to be inelisibl€ for
redres, a5 \ellas a djscussion on rhe EducarionatTrun Fund pronded for
in the Civil Libenies Act of 1988.

Ochi. NCRR Los Angeles chapler president, said there are 2.400 cases
ofpeople wbo have been denied redress.

Iwatakj, NCRR legislative chair, said, .We feel rhe vast maioritv
.hould recerve redres, under rhe law aq ir erirr.. we are aU victims oi
Executive Order 9066."

Congress, in passing the amendrnentto theCivil Liberties Acrofl988.
gave the Depanmenr ofJusrice greater latitude in administenrg redress,
but the ORA, under p.esent direc|or paul Suddes. has been giving a nanow
interpretation, Ochi said."We feel people deni€d redress are emjrted ro pursue a tawsuit." she
,aid. Wc encourage per.ons raling any arenue ro puaue redresl...

During a slide show presentation, NCRR menbers Iwataki and Monkawa
reported on the visia by rhe delegation to rhe nation's capiral.

The N ikle i delegation stre\sed to Tumer how the I Cq2 amendmem Lo
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 provided that rhe benefir of the doubl be
accorded to redress appiicanrs. ..W€ strongly asseried that wirh over 2,000
denials, the benefit of doubr was not beins followed,'l Ochi said.

According 1o Ochi. during the meeling with Tumer, the delegation told
him ftey felt thal "loss of liberry" was being nanowly interpretea by ORA.
Lawyers will be asked ro d€fine "tiberty" to make ir rnore exDansive.

The 'edrers proponenrsrtsordtked roSen. Daniet Inouye. Rip. Norman
Mineta and an aide to Rep. Roben Matsui...We got Sen.Inouye to agree
(o send a letter to (Auorney ceneral) Janet Reno." Iwaraki said.

There is enough money ailocared to compensate 5,000 p€ople as ofoc!.
l. ORA has siated rhat as of now there are 41,000 peopl;eligible for
red.ess. thus leaving funds ro compensare 90O more additional #oote.

In urgine ORA ro be more expan,ive rn derennining eligibrtiry for
.edress applicants, NCRR's Monkawa said, ..It not like they dd \ hav! ft€
money. We say to ORA, 'What are you wonied about? you're not soins
ro leep it. ll has ro be atlocared. '

Iwataki said, "I rhink the trip was posirive becauseir,s acontinuation
of NCRR'S commitmenr ro the struggle lor redress_ Ir's nor'over until

The redress applrcanrs sho $ere Jenred etigibitil) fe inro l0 carego
ries. lwaraki said. Thev includedl

. "Baby internees,;, Those bom in camp bur whose morhers had lefr
and then .etumed to camp prior to giving birth. These persons were
deemedineligibleforredress by ihe ORA. which assene,t thi rhe molhers_voluntarily" retumed 1o camp. Tumer agreed that rhese children. along
with those brought to camp in infancy, could noi leave wirhour permissio;
ol rhe govemmenr and suttered , \erious deprivatjon of tiberty...dnd
should be el igible.  ORA re!er.ed rheir  decj , io;  in Aueust dd made rhe"baby internees" eligible for compensat;on.
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Reporting on lhe rercnr NCRR rrip to Washingtotr are Reiko
Nimum.left. and Duane tnouye Sanche?. at a ;eeting hetd on
Saturd{y at the JACCC.

. R.ilroad and mine workers and se€sonal labor€rs. After Japan
attacked P€€rl Harbor on Dec. 7, 194I , emptoyees of Japanese anceirry
were fired from theirjobs solely because of their ancesiry. Vany werl:
either quaraniined to their quan6rs for a month or held unAir housi arresr
for a couple of months.

. Tink Cooper one offte Depanmenr of Jusrice tawyers, is currently
looking inrothe cases of rheseworkers. AboutT5 claimanisin thiscategory
have b€en denied eligibiliry.

. hisoncr exchange people. Minor children of Nikkei forced ro leave
fo' Japan on an pri\onerexchange ship ro be rruded for Whire Amencan5
living in Japan. The\e minorchitdren qere torced lo go $ ilh rhe;r parenK
lo Jap.n and rhu\ los( iheir lbeny. In mrny cdse,. rhel uenr ro Japan
i 'ecau,e rr  wds the only $r) lo be'eunited $ i rh lheir  tdmit ies.
_...R€ik6 Nimura, representing minor chitdren who lvere exchanged for
White Ame.ican civilians held by Japan, said,..We weremino.s wien our
parents were forced togotoJapan. The WRA (War RelocationAuthorilv)
grve us r choice to sla). bur $ho would rale care oi usl..

In theirmeeting wirh Tumer, she sajd rhat rhe DOJ ofiiciat explained
lhat they would have to prove they were co€rced into going to Japan.''I poinred oul tharrhe (redresst law was writren so as m norpay rdose
who weredisloyal," she said. ..But we were minor chitaren wttl noitroice.
Although there wascoercion,I don.t know ifwecan prove ir, because my
morher is derd. and so is m) runr. '

Nimura explained, "When we left Amache and were forced ro go ro
Japan, we could take no papers o.documentation. so ir.s going to beiery
hard !o prove €oercion."

, She sdid her Iarher- felr sr rongty abour keeping rhe iamily logether. bur
he wa\ Idtren d\ a) afie' Peart Harbor and \he didn Lee her 6ther unril
Sep.ember I 943.

.  
'1Thi\  $crelyr . tRsses tamtly values no$. but qhat the) did to our

ramrr).  lne) drd r t  bqause qe are Japrnese Americrns,. .  ,he said. . .We
have tokeep urging Reno and Turner rhat ir.s not iustice. We have to keep
firhrino "



. Children of lhe non-interned evacuees (the so-called "voluntary"
evacuees). Some Japanese Americans moved from rhe West Coast inland
out of rhe military zones b€fore orher Niklei were intem€d. The domicile
(pernanent homes) of these evacuees and their children bom during rhe
war remained in the military zone, rhe West Coast, where lhey intended to
retum. They *ere denied liberty in that they were deprived ofthe right to
live in or visit their domicile in the prohibited zone.

Ochi said there were 600 non,intemed evacuees or their children who
have been denied reparations.

. Japanese Peruvians. Atlout 2,000 Latin American Japanes€, most of
them Peruvians, were upmoted from their homes and forced by their
.govemmentin collusion with the U.S- tojoumey toacampin Crystal City,
T€xas. Many were denied official travet docurnents and permanent resi-
dent status, and they were considered illegal irnmigrants by rhe U_S.
govemnent which forcibly brought them here. They were denied redrcss
because they were not U.S. citizens or permanent residenrs."The quickest remedy would b€ if the Immigration and Naturalizarion
Service (lNS) gave retroactiv€ p€rmanent residenr starus to the Japanese
Peruvians, Ochi said. "lt could help $eircause '

. Children of 442nd Regim€ngl Combat Te{m snd other military
personnel bom in or near military bases, Nisei soldiers were not
allowed to visit their wives in camp, rhese mothers had to leave camp in
o'der lo be with rheir husbands. The wives, suffer€d loss of domicite and
faced further loss of liberty by being prohibicd fiom leaving the military
base or c;ty and from other restrictions on movem€nts."My mom was pregnant when she wenr ro rhe Army base ro be with her
husband because soldiers weren't allowed to go ro the camps to visit their
families," Iwataki said. "The 442nd soldiers were awarded redress for loss
of liberty. We're saying that the same loss of liberty goes for children of
military personnel."

. Children of Nary L.nguage School itrstuctors. Some Japanese
Americans were basically conscripred to go ro the Navy Language School
at Boulder, Colorado, to teach Navy officers rhe Japanese language. The
instructors and their families faced sinilar resEictions as those Nikkei
intemed in concentration camps. The parents r€ceived redress, but their
children-16 cases-who were bom in this "naval intemmenr camp" have
been thus far denied compensation.

. Hawaii resid€nts forced to relocatr from their lsnds. Some
Japanese Americans in Hawaii claimed they were disaiminatd againsr in
the govemment's enforcement ofevacuation otdem. They suffer€d loss of
liberty when they were forcibly relocated, but ORA denied them eligibility
because, it stated, ther€ was no order of evacuation. Sudd€s is presently
reviewing the 80 cases individudly, Iwaraki said.

. Residents of Phoenix and Glendsle, Arizone, rnd psrts ofwash.
ington stlte. These areas were divided b€rwe€n restricied and uffesEicted
zones for Japanese Americans. P€rsons living in a free zone who eithe.
farmed, worked or attended schools in a rcstricted zone lo6t lheir liberty
and property b€cause they were denied access to a vital part of their daily

Duane Inouye Sanchez, r€presenting children of the so-catled ..volun-
lary evacuees," related how her farnily, which was living in Los Angeles
when the order came for all Japanese Americans to evacriale the West
Coast, relocated to Colorado to work on a farm. The ORA\denied her
redress because she was considered ro be a child of peoDle who ..votun,
reered to€vacua!e.

She reponed that she got no response from Tumer abour makins the
children ofnon-intemed evacue€s eligible for repararion. due ro tois of
domicile and loss of liberty-

Sanchez, who visired Washington for rhe first time, reveated how she
and some others visited the exhibir abour the Japanese American experi-
ence at the Smithsonian Institurion. "Just seeing that exhibit, I b€rame so
€motional it brought lne to tears. And after 50 years, Japanese Americans
are still batding for jusrice," she nored.

Arguing for compensadon for the childrcn of.loluntary,, evacuees.
Montawa rold $e gathering. We don r believe in the rerm .voluntary
evacuees.' The domicile of rhe parent and chitdren was rhe West Coast.
and they w€re sepamted from rheir homes by the govemmenr."

Monkawa added, "If rhe ORA dir€cror wanted to. he coutd say .ves' to
dese p€ople. Bur obviousty Suddes i5 nor Bob Bran. The way he and his
staff are inlerpreting rhe regularions il rery restricrive.'

Robin Torna, American Civil Liberties Union staff aftomev. srared that
if a class acrion lawsuit is fit€d on behalfofJapanese Peruvian;nremees,"it would b€ aimed at making the statut€ (Civil Liberties Acrof 1988) apply
to those who w€re not citizens or permanent residents at the time of the
intemment. The redress now excludes, by definirion, those Japanese
Peruvians and other Larin Americans who were intemed wirhout beins
permanent residenrs because. ofcourse. rhey were forcibly brought here:
and that is unconstitutional-"

He added, "The court would hopefulty oblirerare that part of the statute
and that would mean. . . those p€ople now excluded would become eligible

Toma said the sratute, in denying compensation to p€ruvians of
Japanese d€scent brought to camps in this country, discriminat€s against
lhese Nikkei, who went through the same pain as others who got redress.

Ochi, who brought up the issue ofpossible war crimes by the U.S. in the
case ofthe Peruvians, stated, "I feel that theunited States orchestrated. . . rhe
kidnapping of Japanese Peruvians. Therefore, we're talkins about a
possible lawsdt. We re also blking abou bringing it before; the World
Court."

When asked by a member of the audience which one of the l0
categories of redress denials NCRR would emphasize over the other, Ochi
responded, "How can we prioritize pain? We don'r prioritize on€ over the
other. But *e think the volunteer evacuees nay tal(e longer ro reverse. The
Navy Language School cas€s may b€ sooner. Who knows?'

Ia will take pressure from th€ people ao get l€gistators to move on the
issue, Ochi said, as she and other
NCRR members urged concemed
individuals to write letters to Atror-
ney Cenelal Reno, Sen. Inouye and
Rep. Neil Smith.


