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ORA Announces
Two New Eligibility
Categories for
WWII Internees
About 75 Japanese
Americans who were
previously deemed
ineligible for redress
will get paid.

WASHINCTON, D.C.-The Depan-
mentof Justiceoffi ciallyannounced
yesiadayihatredress payments will
be made to approximately 75 Japa
nese Americans bom in World War
lI intemment camps to molhers who"voluntarily entered" th€ camps or

.to those who accompani€d their
mothers into the camps as children.

Compensat ion payments of
$20.000 each were previously made
1o 75,000 Japanese Americans. But
the 75 individuals who entered the
camps voluntarily were initially
denied compensation because tbey
had not been forcibly intemed.

The Office of Redress Adminis,
radon (ORA) declared the claim,
ants were eligible for payment on
the basis that their libeny had been
unlawfully constrained. lt ruled that
despite their yoluntart, enlry into
the camps, the claimants were not

NCRR to Hold Public

Los Angeles r€presentatives of
the National Coalition for Redr€ss/
Reparations (NCRR) are scheduled
to hold a public meeting on Satur-
day, Sept. I l, I p.m.-3 p.m. at lhe
Japanese American Cuhural and
Community Center, 2,t4 S. San
P€dra Si., to prcsbn! an updrite on
the status of redress appeals.

NCRR rcpresentatives met with
Acting Assistant Attom€y Ceneral
James Tumer in Washington D.C.
on Aug. 2, to make apf'eals for the
2,200 people who have been denied
redress by rhe Office of Redress

The Justice Department has re-
vened itsdecision on "baby intem-
ees"----children bom in camp or
brought inro camp-who were de-

free to leave without wriuen peF
mission, and, therefore. rhar thev
were eligible forcompensation un'-
der the CivilLiberties Act of 1988."In essence, rye have found rhal
these p€rsons. similar to other
compensable intemees, were con-
lined in camp and could not leave
withour obiaining ft e permission of
authorili€s." said James P. Tlmer.
acong assrstanl attomey generalof
rhe Civil Rights Division.

ORA AdninistratorPaul Suddes
said eligible individuals will be
notifi edof ORA'sdecision and they
could receive paymenis in October
| 993. pendingconfi rmation of their
identit;es.

ORA said these persons previ-
ously were ruled ineligible o. po
t€nlially ineligible for redress pay-
ments because they were bom ro so
called "voluntary entrants," A de
scription the War Relo.arion Au,
thority used to define those who
petitioned to enter cdmp perma
nently or who left camp, then re-
enlered permanently. In most cases.
they were women who rerurned to
give birth or to join incarcerated

Meeting on Payment Appeals
Event will uDdate communitv members on
NCRR's fight to obtain redress for the more
than 2,000 who have been denied.

dren of Naval Lansuase School
Personnel, Hawaii e:vaiuees. and
Phoenix-Glendale residents."NCRR feels that the t988Civit
Lib€(ies Act and its 1992 amend-
ment authorizes the ORA ro give
theb€nefit ofthe doubt and exercise
libcral jEdgement," said Kay Ochi.
NCRR p.esident. '"fhe maioriry of
the denials fall well within the law

Furthermore Ochi said thar
NCRR is simply trying to seek ad-
ministrative remedies and do noi
want ro go outside of rhe Justice
Depanment or seek new legisla-

''However, we do expectthe Jus-
tice Department lo do more .esearch
and investigation into all of these
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NCRR to Hold Public

Los Angeles representatives of
the Natioml Coalition for Redress/
Reparations (NCRR) are scheduled
to hold a public meeting on Satur-
day, Sept. I 1 ; I p.m.-3 p.m. at rhe
Japanese American Cultural and
Comqunity Cetuer, 244 S. San
+edro Sl., lo Fiesent an upd.aie on
the status of redr$s app€als.

NCRR rcprcs€ntatives mel with
Acting Assistant Attomey General
Jarnes Tumer in Vfashingtdn D.C.
on Aug.2, to make appeals for the
2,200 people who have beeo denied
redress by the Office of Redress
Adminisoadon.

The Justice Depanmeot has re-
versed its decision on "baby intem-
ees"-children born in camp or
brought into camp-who were de-
nied redress becaus€ their mothem
left and re-entered camp. (See above
story.)

Many of the 2,200 people who
have been denied redress. are ap,
pealins their €ases. One such indi-
vidual was achild whosefamily left
the West Coast before tl'e evacua-

Among the approxinately l0
categories stili denien redress are
the Japanese Peruvians, the chil-

dren of Naval Lanauase School
Pemonnel, Hawaii elacuees. and
Pho€nix-Glendale residents.'NCRR feels that the l988Civil
Liberties Act and its 1992 amend-
ment autborircs the ORA to give
thebenefit ofthe doubt and exercise
litiral jidsement," aaiA K,Ly Ochi,
NCRR president. "The mdjority of
the deniah fall well \rith;n the law

, Furthermore Ochi said rhar
NCRR is simply trying to seek ad
ministmtive remedies and do not
want to go outside of the Justice
Depanm€nt or seek new legjsla

"However, we doexpect ihe Jus
tice Department to do more research
and investigation into all of rhese
cases," Ochi added. 'The burden of
the proof should not rest solelv on
the rpplicant."

The Sept. ll evenr will include a
slide presentation, discussion and
question and answer session.

NCRR representatives to Wash-
inglon D.C. included Ochi i  Mi lr
Iwaral i, legislarive chairi rnd Dlv id
Monkawa, direcror.

For more information, cal l
NCRR at (213) 680-3484.


