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REDRESS

Office of Redress Admistration Official Responds
to Questions About Eligibility Determinatioh
ORA director Paul
Suddes addresses issues
regarding Los Angeles
residents denied redress.

The twisls and tums in rhe lives
of Nonh and South Americans of
Japanese ancesrry dur ins Wortd
Wd ll were related in a L6s Anqe
les redress appeals workshop last
month with Paul Suddes. head of
the Juslice Depanrnenf s Office of
Redress Administrarion (ORA).

Emotions were high as more rhan
I0O persons fill€d lhe cafereria of
Little Tokyo Towers on May t6 to
.eceive clarification on whv rhev
were denied redress.

Many of the cases involved one
of the followins scenariosl

. Japanese tatin Americans, a
majority Peruvian who were forc
ibly taken frorn their hones ro be
i r terned in U.S.  concentrar ion
LJmps.  wirh lhe inrenl rhal rhey may
be pan of a prisoner of war ex-
change with Japan:

. ChildreD of wom€r wfio had
Irii,an,p 6 see their husbands be,
tbre they went off to war wi$ the
442nd Regirnen.al Cornbar Unit;

. Children of intem€es who trav-
eled roJapan on th€ Gripshotm shio
d u r i n s W b r l d W a r l l . '

Ir is esrimared thar aDDroximarelv
2,200 applicants hav; 6een deniea
r€dress. and must go rhrough an
appeals process wirh rhe Depan-
ment ol Jusrice. A total of 75,000
have received redress, and sorne
4,tJ00 more have been apDroved for
paymeni in October. 

_
''Whycan'ryou 

look at the spirir
of the law?" asked Kei Utsumi ;frer
!anous individuals such as Linden
Nishinaga.  Reiko Nimura,  and
Kimiye Yoshida pubhcly retared
indi ! iduals cases ot  bejnq denred.
In response,Suddes srress;d fi at he
lnd his staff had to inplement rhe
provrslons ofthe Civil Liberiies Act
of 1988, and rhai ce4ain "compro-
mrses were made" bv Consr€ss for
eariier passage ofr bill. 

-
''Where 

th€ staluie is un€l€rr. we
have to depend on legislarive hjs
torf. slid Suddes. I hop€ tha! we
w'tl conlrnue to open up rhe dia-

The ORA official admircd thar
they bave, at rimes, 'made mis-
takes, no doubt about ir. and in
cases when adenial had been over-
turned. payments have been made

ORA director Paul Suddes explains delails of redress etigibitity, as those denied_Lind€n Nishinaga.
Reiko Nimrra, Clieko Kamisato, Duane Sanch€z, Kimiye yos-hida,Anita Osrri"o, ana iai iat,ola
Franke took on. The redres\ sorkshop was sponsored by the Narionat coatiri." i". t*tri, ,".rR€parat ion! rNCRR,.

Japan€s€ Latin Am€ricans

Under the Civil Rights of 1988
stalute. only rhose who were U.S.
curzensorpermdnenl residenl atiens
during rhc war arc eligiblc ii, re-
dress. As a result- ccnain lxn,n.\e
Latin Anrericans are ineligitrlc bc
cruse ibcy were considered illesal
alien! ar the time oi theu incir

''Thc 
U.S. governmenr lnranced

thelranspo(ation (of Jap.rnesc Pe-
ruv'ans) over Inlernarnnr l borders
and rheir incarccrarion in U.S De
partmenl  of  Just ice i  tcrnnrent
c a m p s ,  e x p l a i n e d  C h i c k o
Kamisrto. who was denied rcdfess
elen lhough her younger sibtinls

_ 
"Ourlamilicswent 

rhrouBh rhesc
d.amalrc cxpefi cnccs bccr!:,c ohhc
act'on ofthe Uniled Sl.te\ sorcnr-
men(,  sa id Kamisdto.  *A;(  Dr
.jority of persons of JrpNnese 0.c\-
lry hken from Lalin Anrericr rrc
nor eligible tbr.cdrcs\. \r, rhcre lrc
crses 'n one lamily rh.I $nc , e
c l ig ib le,  and some ue not . '

When the war endcd. lhc J.nx
nese Pc.uv ians wcre o l l ic ia l l !  i te
clared illcsal aliens. ard \crir,nd
lhrr rhey h ld to lenve rhe L j  S.Uow

''we had not committed anv
crime or broken any taws," saii

''A\_much d\ | deplore rhe rreaF
m,"nr  or  rJ l rnese Amer icJn(  in  lh i \
country. said Srddes. "I doubly
dcplore that we had to go abroad t;
l.eat other people untairly.'-

Suddcs agreed that  be was''t.oubled by the tenn. 'illeral
J l ien,  indrech\ \ r f icarronofJapJ
ne\eP(ruvian\. 1 don r trnde.sr;n,r
fiow they could say rhar with a

Thc ORA di.ectorprcsenled two
concrctc optlons In rems of lhc
.lrpanese Latir Americrns:

i )  Phcing pres\ure on rhe hn
Drgrutnnr and Naturalizrtior Scr
! icc ( lNS) Lo g ive pennanenl  res i -
dency starus to those incarcerrted

l) Legishlion to make lhat prc
l ls ion l i r  Japanese Lar in Amer j

''I pledge rhat I will pursue ii
shen l retunr  ro Washington_ said

"Voluntarl" enarants
Anothei term rhal is probtem

iltrc rre lhc \dunrl.y enrranrs.
These conprise the wivcs of sot

As a resull. drose sho lfu\clcd
on theGr ipsholn ship on rc i rcu i
tousrcutetro'n New YorL () Atlirl
to  Southeast  Asia and I in l t l !  Jr t r r
have been denied their s20.000. A
to la lof  107 indiv idur ls  are i r  rh is

The childrcn who rrrvetcd on
lhe Gr ipsholnr  wi rh thei r  t  cn l \ .
nowever. argue tbal rtrc) hrd ro
choice in  th is  decis ior  Fo|r r . .n
Japanese Americans who $crc nI
nors a l  thet ime.  hNc l i tcd a i r t r \ r i r l
against  the U.S.  !o\crrnrcn(

Dissension

Alrhough rhc nr . . l f r  \ r \  j i !
rhe nn)st  prn anr i rb lc .  r t re,c  \ r rc
t 'mcs when cef la ' r  Indi \  i , lu l l \  c \
presscd kustrat iorr  rborn lhc. t i ! r .
b i l i ty  ru les r rd rptcr l \  f i i . . \ \  

_
' '1 f  you r re Whirc.  \ ( r  hr le  r

bct tcr  chuc.  lo i  ! , , j i . ( ,  , , . .
Nikkei  man declaredlur l r :  r t rc . f  d
ol  the program He wrs r . t . l  i fB ( r
the rccenl ly  passcd i lmcfdf l f r (  thr l
non-raprncsc spou\es $ l rLr  r . r !
i  lernedcoukl rccc i \ . r .L l i . \ \  ' 'OLL,

e, i | 'p .L I r . !  r lu

The mrn went  on r , ,  r \ t  hos
nnnl  in  Ihe ORA w.r .  ( i l  i r t r r r \e

Suddes cxpl  ined rh l l  r t  l . ! \ l



takes, no doubt about it," aod in
case8 wh€n a denial had been over-
tumed, payments have b€en mad€
quickly.

Suddes dispelled any rumors thar
the ORA would qo out of business
in 1994. "We a; re4uired to be
op€n until 1998." he said. "h is best
to get individuals paid as soon as
possibl€."

Still, se\€ral thousand Deople
have not y€t been accounr6d for.
explained Suddes, and lhe ORA is
going ftmugh INS records ro find
the individuals who have nor yer

When lhe war ended, the Japa,
nese P€ruvians were officiallv de-
clar€d "illegal aliens," and wer; told
that they had to leave the U.S. How-
ever, their home country, Peru, re-
fused to readmit rhe Niklei, and
between 1945 46. 800 JaDan€se
Peruvians were depofted to-JaDan.
About 300 remaii€d ;n the iJ.S-
with relatives and in the early I 950s,
were granted permanenr residency

However, nor all received rheir
legal status rermactively, tike rn
Kamisato'scase, and rhereby were

(Voluntsry" €ntranfs
Another term thar is problem-

atic are the "voluntary" entmnts.
These comprise the wives of sol-
diers in the Armed Forces who lefr
camp tobe with theirhusbands and
later reentered one of the l0 Japa,
nese American concentrat ion

In about 30cases, children bom
in canp were ruled ineligible be-
cause their mothers were classified
as "voluntary" entrants and had
signed a waiver that they were en-
tering camp on theirown volition.

However, if an inreme€ was
grven a temporary leave for up to
several monthsand rhen retumed to
camp and gave binh, her child
would be eligible for redress.

Minors on cripsholm
The Civil Righrsofl9S8 sratute

also excludes redress payments to
lntemees who relocated to a coun-
try that the U.S. was ar war with,

The nan went on ro ask how
many in the ORA wereofhpanese

Suddes explained thar ar tean
three Japanese Americans had
worked at the ORA at one lime. .t
am not Japanese American. but I
would be proud to be if I were." he
said, later pledging ro be sensitive

Kei Ochi,head of Nationnt Coa-
lition for Redress and Reprrrlions
in Los Anseles,concludedihe meer
Ing Dy encouragrng everyone de-
nied togo ftrough the appecl\ pro-
cess, while atorney Bruce lw$aki
told people to send letrers ro Attor-
ney General Janet Reno to Dress
th€se issues "

' ' l  bel ieve al lot  lou should eer
redress. said Ochi.

For redress assistance. cal l
NCRR at (213) 680-3484. The Or-
fice of Redress Administration can
be reached at (202) 219 6900, and
the Appeals Section, (202) 5t4-
3430.


