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Self Help Tips for Wriring
Strongef Redress Appeals-

Redress, Says NCRR 4af ot

More Than 2,000 Denied

The civil rights group. in conjunction with the
Japanese American Ba.r Association (JABA), hold
workshoDs.

Approximately 70 Nikkei re-
ceived legal and politicai informa,
tron and counseling ar a redress
appeals workshop sponsored by the
Narional Coalition for Redress/
Reparations (NCRR) and rhe Japa-
nese American Bar Association
(JABA) at th€ Linle Tokvo Towers
on Apri l3.

According to the NCRR, therc
arE 2,048 applicants narionwide who
have been denied redress, exclud-
ing those individuals who bave
abandoned their cases.

Among those paniciparing at ahe
workshop werc Peruvian JaDanese
who wera in@med durinq tlie war,
children ofJapanese Amdcans s€nr
to Japan in exchange for American
P.O.W.S. .1

There were also Nikkei froml
Phoenix, Arizona, who were un-l
able to attend schools located inl
areas in which Japanese werc rc-l
rrncreo ano rormer rartmad work-1
er who were fired ftom worksires I
in Wyominq and Arizona. I'"fhe FBi and mrlitary sas to ir-
that we no longer work for the rail-
road- We were confin€d to our apan-
ment complex for months and had
to report to local authorities. We
had Io get written pernission to
travel which was restricred, and we
lived under a curfew." said an eld-
erly Union Pacific Railroad em-
ployee.

"We were never in camD. but
losing your job. education. being
nero pnsoner in an apaimenr and
living under curfew and travel re-
strictions, well ifthat doesn't qualifv
you for redress, I don't kno; wh;t
does," the railroad employee said.

NCRR representative and JABA
board member Bruce Iwasaki ex-
plained that there are three oDrions
open for those whose appeals for
redrcss have b€en denied. "One can
hire an attomey and suerhegovem-
ment.lobby Congress for new les-
,drlron or get the Jusrice Depan-
ment to chanAe it's currenr reaula-
tions. said Itasakr.

lwasakicommented rhathis sEat-
egy was rokeep all oprionsooen. '
However. he will fi|sl rry ro meer
wiih Anomey General Janer Reno
to change the regulations.

For rhe past few months, rhe Los
Angeles and Bay area NCRR chap-
ters have worked with cen Fuiioka
of Ihe Asian Law Caucus and others
to develop strategy and identify whar
typ€s of changes are needed in the
ORA'S interpretation of the Civil
Rights Act of 1988 in order to ob-

,ngtoescapedesri turei iv ingcondi-
tions. The group asserts thar redress
should be sranred roallwho were in
camp, as the law states.

There are also a numb€. of chil-
dren who were bom outsideofcamp,
but whose families were forced lo
retum. These families found it im-
possible b survive in rhe hostile
environment outside of camp.

Another grou,p are people llvho
are oerng oenteo redr€ss are those
who were "reparriated" to Japan
trom camp as part of a prisoner
exchange pfogram.

In many cases, fathers were sepa,
rated from their families unril they
agreed to panicipaie in rhe ex-
change. The document srates that
these people should not b€ denied
redress because they were trans-
ported to Japan by rhe U.S., rather
than voluntarily repatriaring ro Ja-
pan

The guidelines suggesr rharpro-
cedurar retorms, such as providjne
reasons for denials in undeftrand:
able l-anguage should be imple,

It also proposed that those who

Applicants musr show rhat due to Execurive Order 9066 and bv
orher mandrles ofrhe federal govemmenr retared ro intemmenr,loss
of liberty and/or property was suffered.

Describe the loss of libe(y suffered as a resul! of E.O. 9066:
I ) Was a curfew imposed on you as a person ofJapanese d€scem?

If so, describe its enforcement and nature.
2) Were thefe any tnvel or movemenrrestriction? Ifso. where did

it apply, and what lras the duration?
3) Were there r€quircments to rcpon b local law enforcemenr or

oth€r agencies of the govemmeni? If so. when and how often?
4) Were there any mail, telephoneor telegrarn restricaions? If so,

describe the natur€ of ir.
5) Wer€ therc resrrictions preventi{g the use of school, medical

or other necessary institutions?
6) W€rejobs outsidc of camp (i.e. fa|ming) in any way adminis-

tered or contracted by the War Relocarion Authoriry (WRA), U.S.
Armed Forces or other bRnch of the govemmenf Describe the

Loss of personai and realpropen,:
l) Describe what was losr, how it was losr and wbo took the

Fopeny.
Describe compelling reasons to leave or reenter cmp:
I r Separalion from and necess hy ro reu n ile wirh spou se, chitdren

and/or family due to E.O. 9066.
2) Separation fron home or domicile in an exclusion zone.
J) I-inancially destirule condirion( \uch as a p,(tuanL $oman

with Iimited means of suDoort

abandoned their claims after their
initial denial should b€ allowed lo
reopen their cases.

Kay Ochi, president of NCRR
LA commented, "We need
everyone's involvemenr again to
wnte to Attomey General Janer
Reno requesting a meering with
community organizations in order
to op€n up dialogue abour reforms
In the rcdtess proaram,

"NCRR and JdBA willcondnue
to follow up with rhose requesting
assislance wilh individual aoDeals
but no naner how well theii ap
peals are *ritt€n or how cbmpelliag
they are presbn&d, people will still
b€ denied unril the ORA imple-
ments a broader lnterpretarid of
the law." said Ochi'"$/e carDor gauge the success of
the individual appeals since most
are still being adjudicated, so far
only a very few have had rheir cases
overtumed by the App€llate S€c-
tion once it wns denied "

The $oupplans to hold commu-
niiy, educational and in formarionrl
programs to galher suppon and ard
wrrh apFals, i

S[ggested form lettcrs ro Atior-
ney Cen€ral Janer Reno are avail-
able frornNCIR (213) 680-3483 or
other cohmunity centels in South-
em Califomia.



ORA'S interpretation of the Civil
tughts Act of 1988 in order to ob-
tain Fdress for thos€ who are cur-
rently being denied.

Proposed guidelines which pro-
vide the beginnings of a package to
present to the Justice Depafiment
have been drafted. i

The guidelin€s suggests achange
in interpreting the law for various
categories of applicanls who arc
b€ing denied redress. One of the
categories are childr€n bom in camp
who are being denied r€dress due to
the Office of Redress
Administration's (ORA) claim that
fteir mothers left camp at one point
and reentered "voluntarily."

In most cases, these individuals
w€re women who left camP to visit
hosbands in the seaice who were
prcparing to leave for war, Thus,
the document states that lhe moth-
ers should not be blamed for leav-
ing to see theirhusbands and rctum-
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with limited means of suppoft.
4) Special occupational necessity which r€quircd temporary

depadwe faom camp, such as in the case ofdoctors and hinisters,
5) Seeking refuge ftom a hostile and racist environment wliich

jeopadized lhe s€curity of family members.

Describe hardship and injury which r€sulted fiom E O. 9066.-
Applicants should Fovide evidence of these damager if possible;
such as report cards, medical rEpons, etc.

l) Setbacks in educational development.
2) Physical conditions ftom lack of adequate medical care.
3) Emotional and/or mental condltions which rEsulted from.

situation.
Those individuals bom out of camp:
Pay sp€cial attention to describing cdnditions facdd out ofcamp

and drc hardships which resulted. ThE rElationship bctwee ,F.O. .
9066 and the damages and ha.dship sustainbd shotrld be rnadeii ttte
lett€ds). A4uments such as, "I d€sewe to get redr€ss jus! as.much
as someone who \tas born in carp because w€ sufferEd jlst as-
much," are not legally persuasive, unless back€d up *i!h coicretc
descriptions,


