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Update on Reparations Bills
The supplemental redress bills, passed by both
houses of Congress, are headed for a vote by Lhe
entire House and Senate.

Both the Senate and House ver,
sions of the Civil Libenies Acr
Amendments have been approved
in committee and arc headed for
vote by both legislatures of Con-
gress.

The Senate measwe, S. 2553,
was passed out df the S€nate Com-
miltee on Governmental Affairs on
Aug.5. while the House of Repre-
senrariv€s bill was Dxssed bv the
House Judiciary Coninittee ofAus.
l l .

Both pieces of legislation, if
passed by Congress and signed into
by the president, will extend the
redress program to mal(e up for an
anticipated shortfall of funds.

'There is no question thaa we
have €leared a major hurdle in get-
ting the Judiciary Committee's ap-
proval," said Rep. Robed Matsui
( D-Calif.). ' But we still have a major
task befbre us in gening approval of
both the House and Senate before
Congress adjoums for the year. Ul-
timate success of additionalredress
funding is by no means a surething."

Rep. Matsui also pointed our the
importance of Congress acting on
the legislation this year. '?fter the
November elections, we may see as
manias 150 new faces in the House
ofRcpresentatives. That will be 150
people who know relarively liftle

abour redrcss.In terms of lobbyine
Congress, ir would be almosilik;
startidg over."

According to sources in Wash-
ington, D.C.,lhere are enough votes
to pass thebill, said DavidMonkawa
of the Naiional Coaltion for Re-
dress and ReparatioN, Los Angeles

However, a big question mark is
Pr€sident Bush, he said. Since Con-
eress will rec€ss from Aus. 1 3 until
6e day atur Labor Day, th'e bill will
not go up for a vote before theil If
both the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives pass the bill after La-
bor Day, it wiu go to President Bush
no soonei than mid-S€ptember for
signing or veto.

"However, this timehble could
easily be delayed," he said.

Initially, the gov€mment esti-
mated that there were 60,000 survi-
vols. The original redress appro-
priationsbill provided $ 1.25 billion
over a thr€e-year period to b€ paid
lo this group of 60,000 survivors.
However, the govemm€nt underes-
timated the numbe( ofeligible sur-
vivors, Now, the number has been
revised up to 80,000 eligible survi-

The new House bill. if Dass€d
and signed idto law, will imire that
a $400 million fund is authorized as

an entialement to redress !f to
20,000 ofthe youngest eligi$tsur-
vivon, meaning those indi{iduals
bom after March 31, 1935.'Wecall onall concemed p€ople
to writ€ letters to President Bush.
strongly u(ging him to pass rhe
supplemental redress bill (S. 2553/
H.R. 4551) to fulfill the govem-
meni-s promise to redress the injus-
tice perpetsated upon the Japanese
American communiw." remarked
John Ota, of the NCRR San Fran
cisco chapter.

Karen Narasaki, the Wdshins-
ton, D.C. repr€sentative forthe Jap;-
nese American Citizens Leasua
said that many of the JACL rn;m-
bers who had written letters of sup-
port to their congressional repre-
sentafi ves weTe rccervlngrcs00nses
from them ciring the laik oi€om-
mittee action as a reason for not
iaking a position on the bill.

Narasaki noted, "Sin€e both bills
arc now out oftheir resp€ctive com-
mittees, members of Consr€ss no
longer have that as an excu-se ra not
co+ponsor the bill."

The HoJse bill has 9 I co-spon,
sors and the Senate bill has lo co-
sponsors to date. '

Reib€ss backers suigesteil that
concemeo communlty members to
meet with their fepresentatives and
senators this mor|lh when Congress
ls rn recess ln orcler to urge them b
become co-sponsors, if they have
not done so alreadv. and td oass the
IegislatJon as sooi as Congress re,
convenes on Sept, 8.


