S ANGELES, CALIF. 90012

=

PHONE: (213)629-2231

ESTABLISHED 1903

REDRESS

715/ 92

Update on Reparations Bills

The supplemental redress bills, passed by both
houses of Congress, are headed for a vote by the

entire House and Senate.

Both the Senate and House ver-
sions of the Civil Liberties Act
Amendments have been approved
in committee and are headed for
vote by both legislatures of Con-
gress.

The Senate measure, S. 2553,
was passed out of the Senate Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs on
Aug. 5, while the House of Repre-
sentatives bill was passed by the
House Judiciary Committee on Aug.
1.

Both pieces of legislation, if
passed by Congress and signed into
by the president, will extend the
redress program to make up for an
anticipated shortfall of funds.

“There is no question that we
have cleared a major hurdle in get-
ting the Judiciary Committee’s ap-
proval,” said Rep. Robert Matsui
(D-Calit.). “But we still have a major
task before usin getting approval of
both the House and Senate before
Congress adjourns for the year. Ul-
timate success of additional redress
funding isby no means asure thing.”

Rep. Matsui also pointed out the
importance of Congress acting on
the legislation this year. “After the
November elections, we may see as
many as 150 new faces in the House
of Representatives. That will be 150
people who know relatively little

about redress. In terms of lobbying
Congress, it would be almost like
starting over.” _

According to sources in Wash-
ington, D.C., there are enough votes
topassthe bill, said David Monkawa
of the National Coalition for Re-
dress and Reparations, Los Angeles
chapter.

However, a big question mark is
President Bush, he said. Since Con-
gress will recess from Aug. 13 until
the day after Labor Day, the bill will
not go up for a vote before then. If
both the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives pass the bill after La-
borDay, it will go to President Bush
no sooner than mid-September for
signing or veto.

“However, this timetable could
easily be delayed,” he said.

Initially, the government esti-
mated that there were 60,000 survi-
vors. The original redress appro-
priations bill provided $1.25 billion
over a three-year period to be paid
to this, group of 60,000 survivors.
However, the government underes-
timated the number of eligible sur-
vivors. Now, the number has been
revised up to 80,000 eligible survi-
VOrS.

The new House bill, if passed
and signed into law, will insure that
a $400 million fund is authorized as

an entitlement to redress up to
20,000 of the youngest eligible sur-
vivors, meaning those individuals
born after March 31, 1935.

“Wecall onall concerned people |
to write letters to President Bush,
strongly urging him to pass the
supplemental redress bill (S. 2553/
H.R. 4551) to fulfill the govern-
ment’s promise to redress the injus-
tice perpetrated upon the Japanese
American community,” remarked
John Ota, of the NCRR San Fran-
cisco chapler

Karen Narasaki, the Washing-
ton, D.C. representative for the Japa-
nese American Citizens League,
said that many of the JACL mem-
bers who had written letters of sup-
port to their congressional repre-
sentatives werereceiving responses
from them citing the lack of com-
mittee action as a reason for not
taking a position on the bill.

Narasakinoted, “Since both bills
are now out of their respective com-
mittees, members of Congress no
longer have that as an excuse ta not
co-sponsor the bill.”

The House bill has 91 co-spon-
sors and the Senate bill has 10 co-
sponsors to date,

Redress backers suggested 1hat
concerned community members to
meet with their representatives and
senators this month when Congress
is in recess in order to urge them to
become co-sponsors, if they have
not done so already, and to pass the
legislation as soon as Congress re-
convenes on Sept. 8.



