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SeymourAnnounces He
Will Co-sponsor S. 2553
Community groups welcome change of heart from
senator who was previously lukewarm in his
support of redress measure.

Sen. John Seyrnour (R-Calif.)
has agr€edtoco-sponsorthe supple
menial .edress bill. S.2553. in the
Senate. after previously being Iuke
warm in his suppo.t forreparations
to Nikkei former inteme€s. reported
John Ota. a memberoflhe Nttional
Coalition for Redress and Repa.a-
tions. San Franc;sco."We welcome Sen. Seymour's
change in position on (h€ supple
mental redress and hope that rhis
means that he will vigorously lobby
his fellow senators. Presidenr Bush
and Bush s Office ofManagernent
and Budget (OMB) in support of
the bill." said Richard Konda. Co-
ordinaling Committee member of
the Nihonmachi Outreach Commir
tee (NOC) in San Jose.

OnJuly 7. Konda and five others
f.om NOC and NCRR mer wirh
Seymour's chiei  of  staff  Bi l l
Cranham to discuss the redress bill.
and were disappointed wirh
Scymour's lack of suppori for rhe
bill, according ro Oia.

However, on July 28,Jo€lClift
rn aide to Seymou. in Wasbingion,
D.C.. called Konda to inform him
ofSeymour's change of hern-
-, Th's-w^a\. jb, three day irel
,re ^a,Ir rrinrrn panleo rn anrcte
in rlhich several communirv activ-
ists cnticized Seymour's iosirion
on the redress bill. noied Ora.

A possible'nfluence on his deci
sron may have been lhe rhousands
of letters Seymour is reporred k)
have r€ceived in the past seleful
months-organized by NCRR.
NOC and the Japanese American
Citizens League-urging him ro
suppoir  S.2553.

The decision by Seymour' once
again showsrhe powerrhatfi e gras$
roois people in the community can
have,  sa id Kay Ochi .  recenr ly
elected president of NCRR. Los
Angeles. 'Cr€dir for rhis is duc ro
all those who wrole lettersand per
sonal ly  lobbied Sen.  Seymour. '

Ochi u.ged the conrnruniry ro
continue their Ierer writin.c rnd krb
bying work, "focusing more now
on President Bush rnd Bush s Of
fice of Managemeor and BudSer,
who, together, arelhe main obnxcles

The .edress b i l l  is  currenr ly
sra l led in  Consress.  Lesis lat ive
aides to Sen. Daniel Ino-uye and
Rep. Norman M inetn have said rhar
Lhey do nor e\p€cl mueh proAre\\
unr l  Pre\ idenr  au\h \  OMB ; i rh
draws its objections to rhe bill.

Unl€-ss the bill is p|ssed and
signed into law. more rhrn 15.000
former internees nnd other eligiblc
p€rsons may bedenied rheir1i20.000
individral .edress p.rymcn(.


