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WE DID IT!
B} TAKESHI NAKAYAMA

' ' w E  D t D  t T t "

THURSDAY. OCTOBER I8. IA9O L O S  A N G E L E S  J A P A N E S E  D A I L Y  N E W S 2 5 9  S O .  L O S

.  
T h n  c { . j " d .  u c r e p r i r r r c , r , , n . r r g n t - a n g r n E o n r h c s r  t h e O  i c e' r  K, \ r r . . .AJnr .  .  IJr ior  In  wJ,h.ngron.  D.C. .  ta{  tueda} as ORA, . . ( ' r t r \ ,  cr r r .  o-  B, ,h Brh 1n, t  h i . . rJ  cetebmled df ler  rh;  nat ional

I l i r  rLr 'crh. t r . l rnr .cn l .m, . r r .o l  J  feopteLonrcrnedw hobrbjnrnE
t u  L h  \  L  I r m \ u l  I  \ . e , * , j n m , . n t - i n {  J l e J i n , u . r n e , a g a r n , r , t m e r i
.ans ol lrpnnesc arcestry during Wortd Wdr IL
.  

I l  .  , , f t ,c ,x l  rcdr( , ,  t r )  m(nl  (e,crnon)
I  n.  r .  .  AI r - |L .  hJd bcJl (n (  i t )  Hr I r .  ,o  ro \peJk Agr in. l  a  odd".
r 'n  ,  ! ,  r  r r i r \ .  thr , ,u !h Jed. .J ,on dno hurd $or t .  acc-omplshcd rhc
|  |  r ,  hL . ,  Ln"  r r  o f l . ,  rJ t  Fo\emmcnr doulo! )  and reprrar ior .  ror

, , {Lrhty ( rJcuJrLJ tom r . ,e , r  We\r  cor \ r  hume, Jnd
relocalcd 'nland or inlemed in camps during World War II.

.  ^  
r . , r . . lJ r , r .  J . r rnJ,1g r ! , " " r<T, ,n)  "  ho hetped mdke reJre, ,  a  re3tr r )

L , .  
' \ r r r r I  

r . luJcJ H.rsJI  SrnJlor .  DJn c, lnoulc and Danje l  Akat  a, !n l
'  ' r  'n  nr . ,  r  , ,n l rc i lm\n Rob"n \ . tJ l .J , .  \nnnan Mrnerz and Verv ln
D)'m.rll).

.. 
S!dl), Senaro. Sprrky Marsunnga of Hawaii, who led the fighl in(  n j  c  tu t r . . thr rcdre. . teSr. tJ Inn.c, ,utdnotberhcreroapprer ia ierhe

l r u , r \  i ' l  h r \  l . r b o r  H c  J i e d  i n  A p r i t .

,  , .vu luI r ,  
cr  {np cr" inrhp eJrc*  Lamp gn who $ere recogniTcd

h\  r<rJ :  '  r iFcer .mon) inc luJed rhe t ,p .ne,c Amer i r  an Cir izen,  Gaguc.
r - 0 .  r n r . " t h '  n : , r i u n o t p r e , r d e n r ( r e s s f )  N d t J g ! $ d : r h e N i r i o n a t t ; l i -

, , r  
Inr  (L, l rc , .  $J.Rep: [J-on\ ,  reprcsc,r led by nar ionat  ,pokespe^on

8rn \ - r  rnu:  Jrd NJr ,onJl  CuJt i ' ron Io.JJpane.e Amer icrn ReJre.s,
rc t re\ (nrcd h j  w t i ,nn Hohn.

A.  I  r r  .h( r .  l l  rh f  Crel r  H3 ut  rhe Depaf lmen,  ofJu\ t t re $ i rh
\u '  lh(  r  I  r  . ' ,  tomi  N.RR men,her  ,  \ . (Jno.  Mi la l t rardt r  and Ka)r ' .  r , . , .nd\ , rnhci rCJt i rnmiJ\CRRmembcr ' lsu)rko. .Sor  Ki r ! ,hrma 

-

inr l reaLrdicnc-eofubout250persons.  Icouldfeel ,asRep.M;netadescr ibed
rl. a sensc o{ cxhilaration and yel sadness..

E\hrh." ' ,on b.cJUsc.  J l le ,  r t  lhe pdrn. ,ut le f lng.  humrt ia t ,on and
oic iJd lun,  r  rho\e wlryu\  Jnd crr r ,  rng rhe burden o ibeing tabeted a.-J ,no! . r l  

lor  thr  ld . r  4 , i  yeJ\ .  tapJne.e Amer icr  had been 
-v indrcaled.

w.r r r ! r  heer .  mlde rhnle der I r .  d ,  \4dlsur  pur  i l .
I here was a sense ofsadness for alt those Nikkei who endured the

hrrdships ol discrinrinalion and inr€rnment. bur djed before ihe .edress
lcgislation became law.

rapancse Amedcans sufiered lremendous losses when they were
forcibly removed from lheir Wesr Coast homes and evacualed iniand or
intemed in theso,calted..relocalion cenrers...

.  
Relumrng ro rhe Wen Codn afh. r  rhe war.  mdny Ni | le i  d ,scovered

rhrv r r3d no t t  ce r , '  l i re .  Many who had osned homer lorr  rhem. There
sJ. . ,  h"u\ rnF "honJge.  atong wi th b lat rnt  rac ism. dnd i r  qr"  a lmo\r
r ' r ' lo+ rbtc tur  t rp i inese ro f i  nd home\ ro renr  

. Io  
add rnsul r  lo  in jur) .  d t l

r " r  n l len r \o\e who Ief i  lhe i r  po-e\ \ roh ;n lhe care of  othe^ fo l
\urr r .et rng rounJ th€rr  propen) had been ton or  yoren.

. 
Those relumees withour homes togo ro were housedeitherifl hoslels,

i r  h  $ Ihe lar8. .one on Eve'green Are in  Boyte Herghrs.  or  in  pubt i l
no| j l r t  ar .mrte\hrr r  rmi tcrcamp\ . jn  Burbant .SunVal ley.LongBeach.
Er )cgunoo ano Hawrhome. rmong orher s;les.

I  ' (grer  rhdr  m) fdrher .  $ho.  wi rh m) molher  reared seven.ma
, hrUr.n - rhree bom In (amp-Juf lng lhose lurbulenl  year \  dur ine and
r r r .  |  , r , (  sJr .  i  oJtJ nol  b(  t { rer(  ro eIJo)  rhe \  icrory.  M} t j lher  d,d;hal
nL . ' ,u l r  lu  k(ep luod In our  bel l ic , .  J  roof  ove,  our  herds and ctorhe\  on
our bicks. Rohwer, Arkansas, ar rraitercanps in Burbank, Hawthome

CEL-EBRATING VICTOR\-Tsuyako -Sox.,  K ashima ot theN^o hern ( alitornia \CRR,joinslh€ rictorycetebrarion al the Omce
or xrdress qdministration in Washington on Tuesday. Oct. 9! to. ommrmorateth€ pa) ment of thelirst redresscheckstonineJapanes€
American senior citizens thar morning at the U,S, Oeparinient orJustic€.
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and EI  Segundo.  anJ l i re '  on in  Bovte Heighr \  and Ed, l  Lo\  Angeje.  He
oe\eNed redres.  r .  d iJ  a l t  Jdpanese Amer icJn,  sho:r ruegled rhrough

Iraum;ri/ed. \rigalarird and irnpoverished.rhe Nikkei.nerenhetess.
( r  cned.ndctdwedrhej rsd)  outof  !hepi tsofpovenyanddespair .Thev
garneo respeclabrt y dnd achieved a tair share of \ucces. Foi rhe moi
pan. ftey became pan ofrhe mainslream. But hidden deep down inside
werefeelings of infedorityandshame_becauserh€yhadbaen brandbd as"d;sloyal 'and rreared (or mistrealed) as ifthey were enemy alrcns.

_ 
Pa$age ol rhe Crvrt Libenie. Acr of 1988. and esp€ciatt) rhe disrnb_

uflng or rne nrst redre\s checlj. hale hetped Japdne"e Americans ro
crorcrze tho.e demon,  t rom thei r  \oul \  and gain ,  5en.e o i  ! ind icJ lon."We have regained our dienity,,.on€ Nisej formerinremee said.''Vicrory 

is ours. \Ve did jrt"


