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CEREMONIAL REDRESS
PAYMBI\TS TO JA INTBRNEBS
SCHEDULED FOR OCT.9

The Deparnnent of Jusrice an-
nounced roday thai on Qcr. 9. a
celebration and receprion willralie
place in the Departmenr'screat Hall
whereJohn R. Dunne. assishor ar-
rom€y geneml forrhe civrl Ri8hrs
urvrsron, 15 scheduted to presenr
$20,000 red.ess paymenrs to six of
the oldesr eligible Japanese Ameri,
cans under tbe Civil Liberties Acr
of 1988.

A similar ceremony is sched
ul€d!olake Dlac€inlns Anseleson
Oct. 12 at 0 a.m. The ld,;tion of
this cereftony is to be announced.

The recipient!. ronsrns ln ace
rrom l0r io lo7-yea;s otd, d
travel ro washingron D_c. for rhe

"The Offic€ of Red.ess Admin-
istration (ORA), \rhich rdminisrers
rhe redress prograft for Japanese
intemees. should be commended
for their unswerving commitmenr
to Iocai ing el igible Japanese
Americans. ver i fy ing rheirel ig jbi l -
rr).andorganizingthegovemment s
paymenr ro these indiv iduals." said
Artomey Geneml DickThomburch.

The Civ il Libenies Act provid:ed
a national apology and aurhorized
$1.25 billion redress paymenrs ro
U.S. citizens and permanent res;
dent aliens olJapanese ancesrry who
wer€ lbrcibly relocared or inr€med
in rhis country dunng World War
II .

Eligibiliry under the Acr extend
to all thos€ who, solely on rhe basis
of JaFne* ancesrry, wereconnned,
held in cusrody. relocared.ororheF
wise deprived of liberty or prop€ny
as a rcsull of aclions taften by the
Unired Srares or its agenrs."The injustic€ of the forced
evacuation and detainment ofciri-
zens without due process ofthe law
was a consiiturional travesiy. As
such, the Civil Righrs Divisiorhas
aggressively pufsued the ful l
implementation of the Civil Ub€r-
lies Acr of 1988 to reaffirm our
Nation's commitment ro ihe civil
Iiberties ofall people," said Assis-
tant Attomey General Dunne,

FormerPresideht Ron id Raaean
signed the Civil Libenies Act iro
law on August 10, 1988. In the 26
rnonths since thar tim€, rhe ORA
has verified the eligibiliry of22J0O
of the oldest.Japtaese Arhericans,
without reqdtins iDDlic{don. .

The btu;fiinr-fdi $is resiiNtion
program is piovided in the Act,
which delegates responsibiliiy fol

' 
implementatior of redress to lhe
AlromeyGencral. He in lurn cnab-
l ished the ORA wirh in rhe Civ i l
Righls Divistun in Sepr. of l98E

Th€ law prohibirs rhe federrl
govemrnent from rcquiring appli
car ion forredre\ \ .  dnJ \pecrhes thJ l
lhe Anrone]  Cenenl  mu\ l  idenl r ty
and locale persons whomly bccli
sible for redress.

"lt is ihe govemnrent lhil mtrsl
prove each indiv idul l  s  e l is ib i l i rv
for redress, raiher lhrn rhtoppo-
site, ' sBid Roben B rall. adminiiir.-
tor of lhe ORA.

Accordingro Bran. ORA is still
working to locate or nccount for!ll
polentially eligible individunls, bur
progresssinceoRA opened rl\ dooA
in Seprember.  1q88.  ha\  r \ .ceded
exp€dafons. The identillcarion rnd
locanon process wls subsranlirlly
complered within one yea.. as rec-
ommended in the Act.

With regard ro paymenr lhc Acl
stat€s that the Afiomcy Geneml shall
endeavor to make payments in the
otd€r of age, beginning wilh thc

Thus.beginningOct. f . irwill be
the oldesteligible persons. or their
heirs, who will b€ receivine redress.
ln instances in whicb a; elisible
person has died since the law s en-
actment! paymenl is to go lo their
survrv ing spouse.  ch i lJren,  or  nrF

Sort ing and processing !
caseload of this size is already a
trem€ndous adminisrralive chal-
lenge, but to do ir in age order. and
to track down and process heir cases
a-s well, makes for added complex,
rrv.

To identify the universe of po-
leotially eligible individuals, ORA
began by res€archins hisrorical
records of the internment, now
neaily flfty years old.

These tumed up in libraries and
r€cords centers from Wrshinston
D.C. to washington Srale, i; all
forms and cond;lion, varying in
completeness, accuracy, and fbr,
qtaL
. ORA took eighreen months ro

cornb rhrough these records, glern
information from rhem. and elrmi
nate duplicate records. lomprln!
ano computenzrnE a srnEle masrer
ttuLng_ of ill ,p€tenrial eligjbles.
Inoullon In tnrs tlst consrtrrures
hitrofical proof of an individual's
poientidl eligibility for redress.

At the same t;ne, ORA began

lhe lark of  bc. I inS c l ig ih lc \  h)
hunchingnrargcted publ ic  orr 'cr (  h
Ptugfum. Wor lmg lhrou! |  r ! ro\
Ing network ot  cont fuc ls  $ i lh in lh .
J ipanese A'ncr icrn conr  nrun Lr  Y
nalronwide.  ORA hrs sprerd rhc
nresslgc rboul redress rnd c foul
dged. l rp. rncsc r \nrcr i ( .ns ro ! { i l ! f
leef thcrr cLr.rcnl rddrc\\c\ r{r th.
ORA.

T h e  o f l i c c  h r \  r c r c h . d  0 ! l
through prese t r t rms r |d \ . r l
shopr -  26 of the r  rh is  tcr ,  x  on.

lhrough l lo l l  l i te le lefhonr  l i i1 . .
L lerx lure i rnd in l i rD. I ionr l  | !b l r .
ca l rons.  drrcc l  m i l ings.  rdrr r  I i \ f
ments. and prcss rclcxscs.

ln  rddi r io ' r .  ORA hr \  r r i  / . |
r--cords of fe.ler l rnd srx( rg.n
c 'es to obr :un curent  in t inrn l i (nr
Per l r in ine l r r  rh.  pt rcnLrr  u l  ! rh \
idenr i f ied in  rhe r r r .L . rcr  lL . r

ln order ibr ORA lo hcg I rt)
prcccss cases. impler entin! fc!!.
Ia l ions.  which rcqui rc  . i  lcnglh\  i !
v iew.  had to bc in  p l rcc.

The regul rxnr wrs finrlirc, (nr
Aug.  10.  lgN9.  onc )e f  l l r ( r  rh.
I l rv  s  enactmcnl .  ORA qrs nor
ablc lo  process r  s in l le . . rsc !nr iL

lnorder f in  OR,\  ro rhcn i ( l r r i  I
isler paymenls. funding hti l{, hf
appropriated by Congress. Ihtf
monlhs l i r ter .on Nov.2 l_ l ' ) i iL . ) .  thc
Acl was amendcd. nrakin! rc{1rc\\
an entr l lemenl .  dnd cst .b l i \ l r in !  l
lhree-yer schcdulc lir tlvrncnr
iunding.  bets inning t r i rh  S5(X), | i l
Uon in Ocl 1990.

This lc i i  ORA onl )  rc I  n)onrhs
lo prepa.e lbr the lirsl tr)uxl ol

Afier the check prese.talion on
Oct .  I  andr  ser iesol rer ion! t  chcck
presenlalrons ro bc Ield liom O.t.
I0  through Ocl .  15.  prv ' Ients l i

E S T A A L I S H F , D  I 9 0 ]

lhe fint group of rccipients \vil hc

Redrcss payrrrenls rrc nol suh
jccl 1o Federnl raxalion.

Each state,  holvcver .  hr \  i t \ . \n
rulirg wilh rcSard l(J strlL larrli(nr

Mor. intbmr{rion is lrilxbL-
trom stare agcncier handli,rg lllrn..

Red.ess paymcnls are nol to be
inch'ded as incomc forpurfl\c! ol'
detemining e l ig ib i l i ry  to  r tcc iy .
ben€fits such .rs Socirl Sccufir!.
Food Stamps. or sonrc Fedetutti
assisted housinq lnd o{her i!d;
ally-tunded benciir rrosnnrs r\
def ined in rhc Civ i l  L ibcr tEs A.r


