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NCRR LEGISLATIVE CHAIR IWATAKI
MEETS REPARATIONS AI)M. OFFICIAL

WASHINGTON.- Thc Officc
of Rcparationi AdminisFation has
scrt 5,000 acknowlcdgcments in
r.sPonse (o cal ls submilr ing
ramcs .s of Oct. ll, reponcd
Miya l*ataki, nstional legislativ€
chlil tor Nstion.l Co.lirion for
Rcdrcss and Rcparat ions
(NCRR), aftcr meeting with
Robcrt Bratt, ex€cutivc director
of ORA in Wrshington, D.C.

B.ao, according ro lwataki,
sccmcd pl€a!€d with rhe commu-
nily rcsponse to the ORA Hot
Linc which is in op€.ation from
8:30 s.m. to 8:30 p.m. EDT,
Morday lhrough Fridsy (Th.
lol l - f rcc rclcphone number is
| 800-228-8375. For local calls.
rhe number is 835-2094 for
Washinglon, D.C. area resi-
denrs).  Iwa(aki  also mer wi lh
Valeri€ O'Brian, staff counsel,
and Jcan Chipourus, staff assis'

"Please inform the Japanese
Amedcan communiry rhat rhey do
not ne€d to write lo the National

Archives," Brat l  cmphasized.''The Office of Reparations Ad-
minhtralion has all of thc infor
mation that thc Archiv€s have."

On Oct . I I , rhe ORA op€ned a
small liaison offic€ in San Fran-
cisco. "It s a l€mporary 90'day
office, explained Brall. "We
chose San Francisco as our first
sit€ because of its proxirnity lo
Sacram€nto where the Depan-
ment of Motor V€hicl€s f i l€s

The San Francrsco office will
b€ run by Shirley Lloyd, Brart\
deputy, and have two staff m€m-
bers, including Karen Seriguchi.
form€r director ol  the Asian
Am€rican Joumalists Association.
Th€ San Frrncisco telephone
numb€r is (als) 2al-8030.

Bratt s office is compiling a list
of inmales fron all l0 concentra-
tion camps and will be s€uing up
ll0.000 fil€s. "And w€ are ac-
tively working with Social Secu-
rity in Washinglon 10 locate Japa-
nes€ Americans, added Bralt.

"Righl now wc hrvc just lo-
carei all but t{,o or tlu!. of th.
familics from Brinbridg.
(Washingbr)," Brar. told lu/r,
laki. Thc ORA has bccn scning
uP a network of con..cts in thc
major citi.s rhmughout rhc nadon
lhat havc significant Niklci popu-

The w.€k of Oc(. 17, lhc ORA
plans ro have r Noticc of Pro-
pos€d Rule Maling publilhcd in
rhe Fede.ol Rctist...

This is lo comply with the
Adminislrative Procedurcs Act
which mandares lhat a deprn-
ment,  in order to publ ish any
rules. regulalions or guid€lincs
which are authorized by law,
musr put a Notic€ of hoposcd
Rule Making and announcc for no
less than 90 days the proposed
rul€ (or regulalior).

Around January or F€bruary of
1989. the proposed regula(ions
will come out in the F?d"/dl R"8'
irr?r. This will b€ after th€ clcc-
lions and when a new administra-

tion hss comc in- Th€re will fol-
lor' r 3G or 6Gdsy Friod during
*hich (hc Officc of Reparations
Admini$rrrion rvill rccept wntten
conmcnrs E8ardinS the propos.d
rcgolatioos.

ln rcspoosc to community con-
cems, thcrc will most likely be an
appcals .pmccss writen into the
rcgulal iors,  reporred lwataki_
Al3o dis.uss€d '*irh ORA w€re a
list of qucsriors which had conE
in to thc NCRR Hoi Line, bul
which were nor specifically add-
rEss€n in the legislalion.

" l t  is very importanr thal
NCRR conl inue to send lhem
ricky or unusual questions that
wc are rec€ivin8 as rh€y comc
in. said lwataki .  "Becausc
thes€ siluations may b€ talen into
coosidendon as the regulations
a|c bcing dev€lop€n . ''

Thc NCRR Hor Lin€ is in ser-
vice 24 hours a day. The numb€r
is (213) 62G0761. Al l  cal ls wi l l


