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Nctler"nm! Coolition to Speqnhe
350 Attend ldofionql Cooliton for Redress-Reporotions Conferer
Form Shoky Alliqnce to Present United Comrnunity Front in Seek
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"On de hod, the cotuhission
couJd Mult in Dearly eventlunE
we would Uhe. OD the Dther hand.jt could splore Lhe srt@Lion and
mte, After au, we w€.e at war,'
and rssue a staLement ot Fe6t,
Or it courd be soh€thins i! be-
twen.r' he ssid.

FlFbayastri ofiered one tst
coDmssion scenario, .,I.hey could
come up wjLh f6irtv strcne !e.6m-
m€bdarions t for re@€tidns '
aftet t}le hearlngs and l'ave Lhem
watereil doh by Corgrers or
ver@d by t}le Dresid€!1,

FoUNins his bittelwaet ass€sr-
he,rt of t}le (rffiission colceDr.
Inrab3yeni rpated hiE cell f;r
J&pane6 Amei{re to takb actioD

"As a p6pie sdsiLive to s sftat
Ameri@n vftng, k have a sDe_
ciar Epqlibitity, a Bpeci.r o6Us+
tion to bling tlrts Eorg to _4.men-
ca s att{tjoh Md to get comec_
tibn5 md. on hehaif of America.'
rto stt$ed.iiTlris l3 not s $eciaj Japsres.
amend qse. Thi6'is an Amerl-
c€n €se, Ililat aydhi insisted.''Ard if @ wish to exercr$ nrst-
cls8 cttizenship, we have to t4ke
th€ led ia doing smethins ablut

(Th6 next rujoi addless durinF
tne saturd.y s€sid of the NCRR
corterence w8 delivered !v Phite_
mor M, Tutiakotr, a slotreatuan
fo! ttre Aleutian/aPribitof Isl.ndE
.A]lsiatjon, whce DsDle endurcd
a fo.ced rerocationby U.s, mtln
r5!y lersDner in $42. Tne cir_
Mstances 8D@udirs the wwu
ni{l *p€den.e wi|l be cder€d
in detail ir an interiew wirn
ftrtiekotr to be pubtished in an
upcohtng edition of The Ratu

Williah Hohri. nationat .hai!-.
per$n of ule Seattle,/CnicaEo-
based National Councit fo! iapa-
nos American Redress, characte!-
lzel the eovehenl ror Jaie6e
Amertcan redress s a sLmDle act
qr juBL ice  in  h is  par  sa t i r i car ,
rohetim* litter anal emotionat
preentatior to the confeEnce
g@!al $semtJry, (s@ excerDt ot
Eohri's statehent lrelow.)

I:Iohli, a v@al critic of Jalan.se
Ameticab Citizens Leaae lotr.icq
dlring tlle penod lrioato a;d
dutihg tne walfim€ camps who
ds oplos€s tl1e JACL s current
tbsition EgardlnE .€dress. info-
dueed sn altarndtve to the sturty
corlDi$ion aDp.@ch in the form
oi a cl6ss action sult his orsani-
4tio! i6 !. the peess of filine
8g4in3t.t!e Unlted Stat$ gove&-

The l4dzd&r'tncarce€ted
Nisi dplained tt&t tne law filn
of Ledrs, q @, Slngmn and



ild Nikkei Redress Drive
rnce or Col Stote L.A.; Hohri-led NCJAR, JACL ond Host Unit
king Compensotion for World Wor ll Incorcerotion

hr llE we€ks leadir8 up to the
Nauonsl Coatition on Redress:
Repesttons Conjercn.e tlte JACL
had come under fire f.r its nn-
authorized use of nralerial on ih€
redress issxe by !*as'Yorlr-brsad
artho.-researcher Michi Wcglln,
{^  panth l . l  on  thc  eucur l i r r i
€rperi.nce disLrihrt€d by J-:\CI.
ofrcials made lse of Pa$ages
fro WcelyD s book on the
evacual:nm .nd cadps. "YeE's
of lnfalny:'flre |tntold SroN oa
Aieica s Concenhation Cddps'
witiout perbission of i1s
publisher Wjlliam Mouo* and
Co--or iis althor. Tle JACL l)ad
clsihed .olyright to the m.t.riil
in tle Dabphlel dre\ring protests
tsm lhe aulhor and plblisher.
Allhoxgh &traDtions of Lh€
colydght claim wer€ prjnted in
tihe OLs rewsleller, "P.cific
Citrzen," al@g qitn apology/
cts.ifications froh JACL"National Commill€e for Redress"
o6ciels, many Japahes. Ahe.
lc&B viewed th€ eljsode Le . ris-
play of, at volst, nhsavorod
ttctiqs, or otheNisq n€glected

Redress proporerts also hud
qtestioned tie 'CL's me$od ol
submiltine it! nominations to rh.
sttdy .ommissior io i.|e White
Itouse anil ConA.€s (Citizens
lq$re offici.ls rere.ted thejr
commission nominees to lhe
public after they had teen
stmi,tted dd after the deadlin.
fbr submitting nam€s nad bpsed) ,

Then, NCRR leelnetl Lhat a
merumndrm hail been
cinr,lla,ted jil Northem Oalifomia
lry a, JACL ofrciar dtcouEgins'crr m€bberr fror wo*ing silh
the @alitiofl, lhptvjf,g that the
grorp llann€d to dtrupt h€dings
oi &e Presid€nrial Study Com-
htssid. More lhan a few inteF
p.eted tne bemo * an sttemll
to die.€ilit any attebpt to form
a Edn* coelitiot outside the
JACtr dd, losstbly, etr attemlt to
d')Dg! tne Los Angeles .on-

Ahe uneNiable t4k of exprain-
irgJACL policies b fte NCRfr
.rdMeren.e {ell on the shorl.terc
^ nor Walr&La:.'.shi, Sotrth.,.r.

&rifohia memnei ol the 'ct't

StddinE to addess the con-
Srence's ienaml asehbly follow-
ing NoJAIt re!res*t&tive Eohn s
llistering attack on the orenni-
ation. Wal<abay*hi, a 35.yea!
old Salsei, seemed himsef asur.
ol wh4t JACI- policy was and
delivered r somewhat ambivalent
defeNe of the conbovelsiar reague.

"I\n a litil€ ucomfoltanle
sbout the JACL losition on the
lredesB) issu€s," admitted waka-
hayashi. "(But) whatever tie
JACL EtSd is we hale to under-
stdd what limits and what func-
tions i! has in this cahpaign.

Emphasizing urat the JACL
nme and image as a legitimate
orgenizatioD is rcognized by con-
gress, wakabaysshi .alled the
orEanizalid 'a vehicle to l'elp the
lroce$ trk€ plice. lle +plained
that he corsid€red ure \tudyr.m-
ntsaioa to ne ?art of t p.o.ess
of learning abouL Uhe wartifie ex-
ledence.of Jalanese AmericaN
ind r.m.esrh! rvhi.h to heal

eDrolioral s.ars .rd gererationdl
connirts sremrning frou the

$ lriJe slressing thrt il Nrs his
rndcrsrunding lhal the JACL
strtports a camp.iBn f.r dtecl
Donet rv .ompensalior, W.!kaba-
rishi a (ndidate for tlre r.\r-
! r ( .n l ' (  1 ,  ra l i .n r !  . l i r c r i . f  s
lob ,  idn l i l ted  l l i  , l  son , .  o f : rn i7 r -
ti.n menrbers are making st:rto-
ments Nhich .ontmdict lea8re !ot-
n:y, nr!1ing as rh exrhple inttu-
cnlial CL.r NIi!. Mdsaok..

'i rhe frobleh ! ith JACL iS
thrt jts an old glard orguization.
Sonre.a th€ .ld$n€rs acl h a
r.ry individtralislic manner, he

\takabayasni {dilitted ther.
had been s€rious snafus" and
"olcrsiChts" in lhe JACLs hand-
ling 0f Lhe r.dr.ss callpatgn but
ronlinned to charr.,terize the
organjzation as the leading group
in I the redr€ss) movement.

The JACL sloliesman revealed
lhe o.ganizrlions eo mission
nominees eere subDriLted Nith-
out (iL redress comhittee re-
vietr. ln refef6n.,e lo the anti
NCRR men), h€ said he f€lilhe
\uding of ure message had been

''I don L ftink lhe orgnnizdlion
is going lo say il's sorry, EUL
lln sorry the orCanjzaft)n hnr
n!de the kind of erfors ir'has."
lvakabayashi lold told the con

Reasseding the conferenc€ s
emthasi6 of community unity in
the redress/repamLions hovement
ras the 6na1 speaker sElurday.
Bdl Nelrano, a Nisei showas i!-
temed at the Jerohe, Arkansas
ard Tlle Lake, celii camps.
Nakdo, a eardene resident, seaed
as the spokesman for the s!onso!-
ing Nttiona! Coari on lor Re-

"A3I stand here dd look
aroEd today," \rakaro legan. "I
feel that we're ln a vory exciting
and signitcant penod. Issei, Nisei,
Susei, newcomeN and o$e! na-
tionalities; allcoming togethe!
tr bujJd a tr.tidn-wide frol eBenr.
for Jalanese Americd rcdress,"

llawlii-boh Nakano descdlJeil
NCRR as a "!eo!les' organization
s€eking divene uput usirg 8tass-
rtuts methotls. He sid the goal
of the coalitior @s to organize
Jap6!e6e Ameica lor the stnggle
ahead, and added tist the sLrenglh
of the Btup world b. its willing-
ness to d€w frem the v.st €xper-
ience of all tle tuemner olgdi-
zations ftom student groups to
the JACL. He_encouraged au coh-
munity gtoups, individuals, church-
€s, cltrural grouls and lfoiessi@al
organizations to mobiljze for the
upcomin8 study commission hear-

irr Nrkano and \cRR added
arotner dimension to trte redr€ss

tAt the same tide we organue
for the he.nngs rve also lealiz
tlial {'e .an t €xpecl Lhe .o mis-
sion on congress lo willingly
Ecornmend relsrations and re-
d.ess," Nakano sairl "We snould! t
forget tlat it was lhe gov€rnment
Lhat lut us inio camps in Lhe firsl

vonled ile Jalanese fron rNding I redress i that iv€ have to uder-
llacei and eren belore tlat, pre- lstand lolilical realiues and that
land and ffom be.ohing citi2ens lto deD{nd redress rould tun oll
or .ven nnmisraLing !o thi6 coun- lcongr.ss,
try. | 

'n'e<iisagrcel" \akanobeUowed.
Nakato said \*CRR lrelieres thct I 'On the contrary we have se4

Japanes€ -{meri.a hust do morc lin the pasr thar tuass orgalizing
than !.esent ure facts to the coF l and mililanl actio

cO\Sfi'IriTtONA! aDST CASD FLATNaFF Dr. cordon Ilbab!.
ra8hi a{IdnBsG tlF Nitinml CoAlltl.n Jdr ,R.iirers/R.t.r*ti$ni"Thb i3 trot ! qreci.I tt.paD€se Amcri.& @se. i!ru8 t. a! ametd

opihion that we should n.l demand
llished huch. In fa.t. it is rhe only
tnins $al has sotten resdls. '

As exanples of triumphs gaired
through communiry tenacity, Na-
kano cited gains in civil lights
such as atrmr.live action dd
ethnic studies in the prblic schools

"!v-e knov our struggle will !.
long, and Lha!'s why q'e.an t
dford lo lose dry more ttte,
-q.Lready. many of our l$ei and
even Nisei, are sone, Fo Y yeau
for juFlice i6 too long. Jrlaneso
leople uite. Jxstice nov, R€-

The NCRR confer.nce included
L{o separate sessiod moning
and af ledoon-of tu*shops
foclsing or slc'h varied red!es!-
r.lalcd ropi.s as Religjous
Perspectites on RepardLions,"
''IDrpact ol the Canips on the
CoDlhiunity. Ianilies and hdl-

:r''

mission and lepve it up ra their

"One tnilg is fo! re, our
slnggle doesn't stop s'nen th.
.ommbsion ends," .

The NCRR spokesnan slid lhal
at the same tnne as ih€ coalition
is hobilizing for the commission
hearihgs, it also will be actively
plrsuing other avelues, sucr es a
direcL approldations redre6s bill,
snnilar lo one introduced duing
the 96rh Congress ny Washinstot
Congresman Mike Lowry, l{e said
tbe gron! soxld also be seeking
redress throtrgh the cou.ts lossi
bly tnrotrgh a class aclio! suit as
lroposed bv NCJAR'S Foh .

A fie.y speaker, Nakano remind-
d lhe confereps, some monlieN
of ouf corDnnilv are ol the

(conrinued on Page 4)
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vidur& a!d.e "Exlendc€
$6reg Wqd$S.p'-io qihi.h
fomq irt€Eis 6hdt€4 im!rc3-
slon! ot c$np til. Ptitr yolrEer
!.o!t att€a<!!A tn. @rfeENa

I! e slt*dtop Ftitretl "Ptrrsu-
ing Repd&ttons fhMah tn
I4w," 46irn ,lnerils colhu-

la{tr6a ofer€d thei!
ol th. 1$48 Jrpe.s
r tracurtior Oloiror act

in whish tno govEmcd og"eed
to partral &ttlehents for 1G343
flf*d by Nikk.i rtu!.tng
€vacuatior. Attorney Ken Kamei
dplaied tltat rmder this s.t
tho geve.iulent comPs$ated sDe
individuals Jo! a smll percebtage
of their r€l and prop€rty losPs.
Ho @ted thele have ncs heen
re!a!!ttm'5 for penonal hafd-
ship., injury o. other iJ,pd ol

' Paft of the original clairn! .ct,
the lewy€E poiDt.d out, ws a
suPrilttion lhs,t tne goltmmont
had io odhil m blrmeJor thg
los6 dre io tlle "milttary
ne@sity' justificruoD for tr)e

+puty Ls Angelq! Courty
Coursl Ara,n Ter&kawa ditossed
th6 Fioa Nation Suit whtch tn
19?8 saw Confl€!! lasa 

"€neblihg
l€etshnon', EcogaiztnA the sioux
nduod's riSht to compensaiion
for ptupdty t&h€n f&h,them by
the sovehment tn 18??.

"Enablug l68iisl4tion" Kamel
tnil T€Eroat *Prtired courd
s.t iliiL tho gtrtnt of liEttations
dil ltipulatior! o! th. 1948
claie! act, which &t th. tih.
we @Gidered legaly tD @mtt-
tute the govmEont'B 6ral !i!tril-
ity lor its tEathst of Jepee€o
Ardict E durira World We r,

Tb6 .othling legislatlon, It o!-
trilrbL, rbo \4rould dlow int.!-
n e! .!al tbetr hei6s to Ek e-

Redress-Reporolions Conference
ilre.5 on th. ground! that th.
gotdnbent suLjeted theD to
"po.s@l hdrdships" add that
Japmete Ameri.e iR owed t'!mdd dobt ' by the Unitrd St.t€s,
r,rcco4ding to the atlorreys,

such leSisrstion sJso wonld
allow Edew of the Suprene
Court cdes which n w hold th€''bilitary necessity" justificetion
for tne cafews, dclusion orrters
dd internh€nt of Nikkei to be
constitutlondl, s*id the las'yers.

Those altdding the cdferenee
6lao enjoyed &me lighter mo-
nrenls. Saturday 6veninA the
coa,lition presoted a oultura.l
prcgls, A mstalglc toucrr ftonr
tho @mp yso8 ws prcvided wha
Mar} Nomlra, loow as "lhe
songbird ol Muzanar, ' sang
"Tbe Mdzmar Song," a lide
vr.tto espeqio[J for her by the
late MatEln&r 3chool te&her Lou

The onferen € E@nv€n€d oD
Sunday momiD€, dd fie NCRR 3
fiverpoirt '?rieiDl€s ot Unity'
won llrwimus appbval plds .
for t]rle plop@d @tMi$ioh
healings wetu discused, coaiitim

sbuclure was rcfnred, dd llaiF
for regional meetirg5 were dis-
cu$ed,

*
The .onr€rerce was adjoumed

or a note ot solirtadrly, lut tne
slsrp edg6 ol conllidnrg
agddas that had b€en bared
drrins firs! daY's senEtrall as-
sembly stil .ematneil.

waren Furutsnt, tsansei ac-
tivist voice fro$ the lat€-60s, early-
?0s oflefed what could prove to
be a lrophetic obseNation
m tle slill-nebutous NCRR/JACL

"As a former enlloyee of lhe
JACL I cm teu you that lhe
orga zation allows democmcy
!p to r certain level- Beyond that
point thee ,l no demoo.cy. I
thirk if the communitv puts too
hdy eggs in the JACL s coh-
nission nsket, ive're destined
ior trouble, The coDDission may
be a vehi.l€ but Im wo.dering
who s in the driver's seal?

Werhed Furutani: "The JACL
leadelship is taking Japtnese
Amelicus doq the wrong road,
just Dke they did durins Wodd


