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They ranged from the curious
to the committed, and they came
from throughout the United States
—from places as far north as
Alaska, as far east as New York
and as fa: south as Georgia.

About 350 Japanese Arnencans
met at the Student Union Building
of Calif, State University, Los
‘Angeles Nov. 15 and 16 to map
‘strategies for tackling an elusive
goal that has haunted their com-
munity for the past four decades:
Seeking and winning redress for
the mass imprisonment of West
Coast Japanese during World War
II. Sponsored by the newly-

| formed National Coalition for

| Redress/Reparations, the two-day
gathering was the first inter-or-
| ganizational redress conference
ever held.

With hearings of a proposed
residential Commission on War-

Civilians expected early next year,
|last month's conference confirmed
| that although there is substantial
| interest in the issue among mem-
bers of the Japanese American
community, mueh debate and
struggle will have to take place
inside Japanese America before it
will truly be ready to take de-
mands for government compensa-
tion to larger arenas. And, accord-
ing to the members of the redress/
reparations coalition, this need for
community discussion was exactly
why the conference was convened.
. Proceedings opened with a key-
note address by Dr. Gordon Kiyo-
shi Hirabayashi, a 62-year old
Seattle-born Nisei who in May of
1942 intentionally violated both
the military exclusion order and

| curfew restrictions imposed upon
persons of Japanese ancestry on
principle. Hirabayashi was con-

| victed of both “violations” and

-| later lost a constitutional test
{ case of curfew order’s validity.

Supreme Court.

‘happendd, because
Amerim hiatory has suffered
some kind of amnesia about these

ting
aﬁeens and others,
: tempered his enthusi-
: ggx for that process by ddding
it the commission could respond
in several ways to information
brmrg'ht before them.
“On one hand, the commission
‘could result in nearly everything
‘would like. On the other hand,

time Relocation and Internment of

"tﬂﬁrwemts” saldﬁirabaaya- :

Rauh has agreed to file the suit
on behalf of Japanese Americans
who spent time in concentration
caMps, =

A class action suit,” Hohri
asserted, “is our opportunity to
extract a judgement from the
courts that we were subjected
to a massive miscarriage of
Jjustice.”

and applauding.

Hohri explained that the elass
action suit will cost $75,000 to
launch and asked for NCRR
support of the planned legal
move, Nearly all those present,
except for a few dissenting
JACL members in attendance,
showed their support of NCJAR’s
class action proposal by standing

CONFEREE% CROWR CAL STATE L.A.'S student Union during the Nov. 15 general awem

first mter-orgaumatmna.l conference on redress/reparations.

‘to Walter Cronkite or Ronnie

National Coalition to Spearhe
350 Attend National Codliton for Redress-Reparations Confere
Form Shaky Alliance to Present United Community Front in Seek

“The decision whether to pro-
ceed is ours and ours alone,” i
Hohri advised the conferees.

It is not up to the members of
Congress, It's not up to the JACL |
leaders, It's not up to your boss =
or community leaders or the rieh
man down the street, It's not up

Reagan—It's up to us.”




“On one hand, the commission
could result in nearly everything
we would like. On the other hand,
it could explore the situation and
note, ‘After all, we were at war,’
and issue a statement of regret.
Or it could be something in be-
tween,” he said. )

Hirabayashi offered one last
commission scenario. “They could
come up with fairly strong recom-
mendations (for reparations)
after the hearings and have them
watered down by Congress or
vetoed by the president.”

Following his bitterswéet assess-
ment of the commission concept,
Hirabayashi repeated his call for
Japanese Americans to take action
on redress. ;

"“As a people sensitive to a great
American wrong, we have a' spe-
cial responsibility, a special obliga-
tion to bring this wrong to Ameri-
ca’s attention and to get correc-
tions made on behalf of America,”
he stressed.

“This is not a special Japanese
American case. This'is an Ameri-~
can case,” Hirabayashi insisted.
“And if we wish to exercise first-
class citizenship, we have to take
the lead in doing something about
it"

(The next major address during
the Saturday session of the NCRR
conference was delivered by Phile-
mon M. Tutiakoff, a spokesman
for the Aleutian/Pribilof Islands
Association, whose people endured
a forced relocation by 1.8, mili-
tary personnel in 1942. The cir-
cumstances surrounding the WWII
Aleut experience will be covered
in detail in an interview with
Tutiakoff to be published in an
upcoming edition of The Rafu
Shimpa.)

*

William Hohri, national chair-
person of the Seattle/Chicago-
based National Council for Japa-
nese American Redress, character-
ized the movement for Japanese
American redress as “a simple act
of justice” in his part satirical,
sometimes bitter and emotional
presentation to the conference
general assembly. (See excerpt of
Hohri’s statement below.)

Hohri, a vocal critic of Japanese
American Citizens League policies
during the period prior to and
during the wartime camps who
also opposes the JACL’s current
position regarding redress, intro-
duced an alternative to the study
commission approach in the form
of a class action suit his organi-
zation is in the process of filing
against the United States govern-
ment,

The Manzanar-incarcerated
Nisei explained that the law firm
of Landis, Cullen, Singman and




add Nikkel Redress Urive |

nce at Cal State L.A.; Hohri-Led NCJAR, JACL and Host Unit
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In the weeks leading up to the
National Cealition on Redress/
Reparations Conference. the JACL
had come under fire for its un-
authorized use of material on the
redress issue by New York-based
author-researcher Michi Weglyn.
(A pamphlet on the evacuation
experience distributed by JACL
officials made use of passages
from Weglyn's book on the
evacuation and camps, “Years

i of Infamy: The Untold Story of

America’s Concentration Camps”
without permission of its
publisher—William Morrow and
Co.—or its author. The JACL had
claimed copyright to the material
in the pamphlet, drawing protests
from the author and publisher.
Although retractions of the
copyright claim were printed in
the ‘CL’'s newsletter, “Pacific
Citizen,” along with apology/
clarifications from JACL
“National Committee for Redress"
officials, many Japanese Amer-
icans viewed the episode as a ris-
play of, at worst, unsavored
tactics, or otherwise, neglected
and ineptitude.

Redress proponents also had
guestioned the "CL’s method of
submitting its nominations to the
study commission to the White
House and Congress (Citizens
league officials revealed their
commission nominees to the
public after they had been
submitted and after the deadline
for submitting names had lapsed).

Then. NCRR learned that a
memorandum had been '
circulated in Northern California
by a JACL official discouraging
'CL members from working with
the coalition, implying that the
group planned to disrupt hearings
of the Presidential Study Com-
mission. More than a few inter-
preted the memo as an attempt
to discredit any attempt to form
a redress coalition outside the
JACL and, possibly, an attempt to
damage the Los Angeles con-

ference.

*

The unenviable task of explain-
ing JACL policies to the NCRR
lonference fell on the shoulders

-~ Bon Wakahavsshi, Southesn
California member of the 'CL's
redress committee.

Standing to address the con-
ference’s general asembly follow-
ing NCJAR representative Hohri's
hlistering attack on the organi-
zation, Wakabayashi, a 35-year
old Sansei, seemed himself unsure
of what JACL policy was and
delivered a somewhat ambivalent
defense of the controversial league.

“T'm a little uncomfortable
about the JACL position on the
(redress) issues,” admitted Walka-
hayashi. “(But) whatever the
JACL stand is we have to under-
stand what limits and what func-
tions it has in this campaign.”

Emphasizing that the JACL
name and image as a legitimate
organization is recognized by Con-
gress, Wakabayashi called the
organization “a vehicle to help the
process take place.” He explained
that he considered the study com-

mission to be part of a process

of learning about the wartime ex-
perience.of Japanese Americans
and 8 proce=za hv whirh to heal

emotional scars and generational
conflicts stemiming from the
camnps.

While stressing that it was his
understanding that the JACL
supports @ campaign for direct
monetary compensation, Wakaba-

' vaahi, a candidate for the now-
j vaeant 'CL national director's

Job, admitted Lhat some organiza-
tion members are making state-
ments which contradict league pol-
ey, naming as an example influ-
entlial 'CLer Mike Masaoka.

“The problem with JACL is
that it's an old guard organization,
Some of the oldtimers act ina
very individualistic manner,” he
said.

Wakabayashi adimitted there
had been serious “snafus” and
“oversights” in the JACL's hand-

{ ling of the redress campaign but

continued to characterize the
organization as “the leading group
in (the redress) movement.”

The JACL spokesman revealed
the organization's commission
nominees were submitted with-
out 'CL redress committee re-
view, In reference to the anti-
NCERR memao, he said he felt the
wording of the message had heen
“g little paranoid.”

“T don’t think the organization
is going to say it's sorry. But
I'm sorry the organization has
made the kind of errors it-has,”
Wakabayashi told told the con-
ference audience.

Tk

Feasserting the conference’s
emphasis of community unity in
the redress /reparations movement
was the final speaker Saturday,
Bert Nakano, a Nisei who was in-
terned at the Jerome, Arkansas
and Tule Lake, Calif. camps.
Nakano, a Gardena resident, served
as the spokesman for the sponsor-
ing National Coalition for Re-
dress/Reparations.

“As T stand here and look
around today,” Nakano began, “I
feel that we're ip a very exciting
and significant period. Issei, Nisei,
Sansei, newcomers and other na-
tionalities; all coming together

Ito build a nation-wide moyement,

for Japanese American redress.”

Hawaii-born Nakano described
NCRR as a “peoples’ organization”
seeking diverse input using grass-
roots methods. He said the goal
of the coalition was to organize
Japanese America for the struggle
ahead, and added that the strength
of the group would be its willing-
ness to draw from the vast exper-
ience of all the member organi-
zations—from student groups to
the JACL. He encouraged all com-
munity groups, individuals, church-
es, cultural groups and professional
organizations to mobilize for the
upcoming study commission hear-
ings.

But Nakano and NCRR added
another dimension to the redress
discussion.

“At the same time we organize
for the hearings we also realize
that we can't expect the commis-
sion on congress to willingly
recommend reparations and re-
dress,” Nakano said. “We shouldn’t
forget that it was the government
that put us into camps in the first

vented the Japanese from owning
place, and even before that, pre-
land and from becoming citizens

try.”
Nakane said NCRR believes that

Japanese America must do more

than present the facts to the com-

mission and leave it up to their
wisdom.

“One thing is for sure, our
struggle doesn’t stop when the
commission ends.”

The NCRR spokesman said that
at the same time as the coalition
is mobilizing for the commission
hearings, it also will be actively
pursuing other avenues, such as a
direct appropriations redress hill,
similar to one introduced during
the 96th Congress by Washington
Congresman Mike Lowry. He said
the group would also be seeking
redress through the courts—possi-
bly through a class action suit as
proposed by NCJAR's Hohri.

A fiery speaker, Nakano remind-
ed the conferees, “Some membhers
of our community are of the
opinion that we should not demand
plished much. In fact, it is the only

thing that has softten resulils.”

or even immigrating to this coun- Icongrr.-.ss.

CONSTITUTIONAL TEST CASE PLAINTIFF Dr. Gordon Hiraba~ |
vashi ail(lrmsses the National Coalition for (Redressjl{cp-.\rat“mns. |
“This is not a special Japanese American case. T'his is an American
case.”

redress; that we have to under-
stand political realities and that
to demand redress would turn off

“We disagree!” Nakano bellowed.
‘On the contrary, we have seen
in the past that mass organizing
and militant action has accom-

As examples of triumphs gained
through community tenacity, Na-
kano cited gains in eivil rights
such as affirmative action and
ethnic studies in the public schools.

“We know our struggle will be
long, and that's why we can't
afford to lose any more time,
Already. many of our Issei and
even Nisei, are gone. Forty years

{ for justice is too long. Japanese

people unite. Justice now, Re-
parations now."”

*

The NCRR conference included
two separate sessions—morning
and afternoon—of workshops
focusing on such varied redress-
related topics as “Religious
Perspectives on Reparations,”
“Impact of the Camps on the |
Community, Families and Indl-

(Continued on Page 4)
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-nity lawyers offered their
.analyses of the 1948 Japanese
kAmerican Evacuation Claims Act
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viduals a,nd an “Experlence
Sharing Worlkshop' in which
former internees shared impres-
sions of camp life with younger
people attending the conference.
In a workshop entitled “Pursu-
ing Reparations Through: the
Law,” Asian American commu-

'l

in which the government agreed -
to partial gettlements for losses
suffered by Nikkei during
evacuation. Attorney Ken Kamei
explained that under this act

the government compensated some

individuals for a small percentage
|'of their real and property losses.
‘| He noted there have never been

reparations for personal hard-
ships, injury or other types of
loss.

- Part of the original claims act,
the lawyers pointed out, was a

stipulation that the government

had to admit no blame for the
losses due to the “military
necegsity” justification for the
evacuation,

Deputy Los Angeles County:
Connsel Alan Terakawa. discussed
the Sioux Nation Suit which in
1978 saw Congress pass ‘“‘enabling
legislation” recognizing the Sioux
nation's right to compensation
for property taken from them by
the government in 1877.

“Enabling legislation” Kamei
and Terakawa explained could
set aside the statute of limitations
and stipulations of the 1948
Claims Act, which at the time
was considered legally to consti-
tute the government’s final liabil-
ity for its treatment of Japanese
Americans during World War IT.

The enabling legislation, if ob-
tainable, also would allow inter-
nees and their heirs to seek re-

w

government subjected them to
‘‘personal hardships” and that

¢ | Japanese America is owed a

‘‘moral debt’” by the United States,

' | according to the attorneys.

Such legislation also would :
allow review of the Supreme
Court cases which now hold the
“military necessity” justification

.| for the curfews, exclusion orders

and internment of Nikkei to be
constitutional, said the lawyers.

*

Those attending the conference
also enjoyed some lighter mo-
ments. Saturday evening the
coalition presented a cultural
program. A nostalgic touch from
the camp years was provided when
Mary Nomura, known as ‘“‘The
Songbird of Manzanar,” sang
“The Manzanar Song,"” a piece
written especially for her by the
late Manzanar school teacher Lou
Frizzell.

The conference reconvened on
Sunday morning, and the NCRR's
five-point “Principles of Unity”
won unanimous approval, plans .
for the proposed commission

hearings were discussed, coalition !

"Redress-Reparohons Conference

: _'dresa on the grounds that the

structure was refined, and plana
for regional meetlngs were dis-
cussed ;

*

The conference was adjourned
on a note of solidarity, but the
sharp edges of conflicting
agendas that had been bared
during first day's generaljas-
sembly still remained.

Warren Furutani, 4 Sansei ac-
tivist voice from the late-60s, early—-
T70s offered what could prove to
be a prophetic observation
on the still-nebulous NCRR/JACL
relationship:

“Ag a former employee of the
JACL T ean tell you that the
organization allows democracy
up to a certain level. Beyond that
point there is no democracy. I
think if the community puts too
many eggs in the JACL’s com-
mission basket, we're destined
for trouble. The commission may
be a vehicle but I'm wondering
who's in-the driver's seat?"

Warned Furutani: “The JACL
leadership is taking Japanese
Americans down the wrong road,
just like they did during World:
War IL"”

—DWIGHT CHUMAN




