
The U.S. Constitution: An Ideal Not Matahed in Deeds
Bektw are wsryns frvn1, the beL
cnrtiNt4 tlP2ch to ln memfurs 6
a M*uss drtuhg delegdian or
gotti"zd W thz Nofiolnl Co.ihibn
for Re&efslReptttims (NCRR).
T he delegsrian nat frvttl Juh 25 to
n in Woshingtotl, DC. rDith 101
manlPE d Conge.s or tleir oides,
lsgixlg tlan bx uie fT bills HR
42 and S. 1UE.

By Bert Nakano
lhis is a clitical trme for the

Civil Libeities Ad of 1S7, also
lmown as IlR 442 and S. 10@ in
Congress, For the ffrst time ever,
H.R 442 has been reported out
of subcommittee and th€ Judi-
ciary Commitl€e, and now the
stage is s€t for a vote bv the entle
House of Representati!€s.

Sacdfrces in Vain?
We feel a deep sense of

ulgencY about passing the bills
We lcrow that every montlt, every
year that goes by, morc and more
ofthe intemees pass away. Only
about half remairl Also, more
and mor€ ofthe vetenns oftlrc
,l22nd RCT., the mth Battalion
and MIS ar€ passing away. And
as th€y dq we wonder if drcir
enormous sacrifices and those of
their fallen commdes will have
been in vai[

We hdve worked for l0 years' 
and mor€ to ensdre that those .
saciffces and the terfible itjus-
tice in0icbed on all those iir the
camps shall not have been in
vain We 

-initiated this unpr€-
cedented g|iassrcots lobbying de-
legation to ta}e our messags di-
rcctly to Congr€ss, the highest
law-maling body in the natiorl
And the r€sponsewe have gotten
to the delegation has shown
clearly that we txuly r€pr€sent
the shongly-felt sentiments of

the vast majoriF of Nikkei
Issue of the.Prcsent

Recent e!€nts ha!€ a16o
shown us that rcdr€ss is not iust

an issue of the past concer'nhg
Nil.kei only, but rather, it is an
issue ofthe pr€sent and one that
affects the entte country.

The fiulay of hate mail di-
rected against Sen Daniel
Inou]€ (DHawaii) after the tee
timony of Lt CoL Oliver Nortl
shows us that the racism that led
up to the camps is with us stiLl
today. Despite Inouye'6 he11'ic'
military rccod and his distin-
guished tenue in tie Senate, too
many bigoted elements in the
country stil dismiss him with a
mcial epithet We say ifthis can
happen to someone like Inou!€,
how far lnve we rcally come
since the camps?

Debate on the bade issue is
continuing to heat up, and \irith
il the tendency on the pari of
some to mal(e it a racial issue.
We recognize the impo ance of
lxade ard the economy, but we
ara concemed at how easily
angei and frustration at the ilif-
ficulties in the U.S econo{n/ can
lead to anti-Asian violence, The
murder ofVincent Chin by two
uemployed auto workerc who
thought he was Japanes€ and
tlerefore to blane for their loss
of jobs hought this in6o slurp
rclief

Morc Concenhation (hrDs?
It has also come out recenw

that Oliver North was involved
in alraftiDg contiigency plans for
dealing with nadonal emergen-
cies, includiig reportedly a plan
to round up and detain Black
Americans in conceqh?tion
camps in the event ofcivil unresL
It also included a plan to sus-
pend the Constitution under cer'
tain cfteunstances, although
tlese-things have been hushed
up

So it is quite appmpdate for
us to be hele irnd for Congr€ss
to vote on the Civil Liberties Act
of 1S7 dudrrg the bicentennial

of the U.S. Constitutiotl
We leam in school how the

Constifution and especially the
Bill of Rights guanntees equal
rights for all, regiardless ofrace,
creed or color, and undoubtedly
we will hear this repeated many
times dulillg the bicentennial
celebrations

Bitl€r L€s€on
But those of us \tho were in

the camps Ieamed a painffd and
bitter lesson--that too ofte4 the
Constifutioa has been an ideal
not matched by de€ds This has
been frue not just for us, but also
in the case ofAmerican Indians
and the black slai'bs thatthe con-
stihltion legaly r€cognized as
pmper$ of their owrels. In the
case of women, it was not u]rtil
weI into this cenhiry that the.
Conshtution was amended to
allow women even the fight to
vole,

1lrc Coistitution and the civil
libefties it identifles are, in the
end, what we the people make
ofthern Our effort to r€dr€ss the
camps is one ofmany etrorts to
make the ideals ofthat historic
document cur€spond with our
daily realiw.

Therefore, our fight to win
longioverdue jushce has much
broader signiflcance. lf we are
successfirl in Dassiig the Civil
Liberties Act of 1S7, we wi]l not
only be vindicatingthe Nikkei af_
fected in WW2, but also hetping
to reaffrm, rcestablish and
shengthen basic constitutional
and human dghtsF,r an the in-
dividual payments, if passed,
should prove to te a powerful
detelr€nt to ai\y futule such in-
justice.

With a[ this in mind, lefs go
forbrcke and getthis bill pass€d!

(Bqtt NolrdriD d C,adeng Coulqr-
nla is alonnn infemze. He b oll,
NCRF! s trtiowl, swleeswsn)


