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AccompadyinS Stilwell ,ieas a mtired Afmy
captain who, tater that day, commended Kazu;

;?i*a5uda aod other Japanese-Americans fo! their

: pne color," the captain said. that captain war a
: lno\4e rtar named Ronald Reagan. To this day,
; 'Kazuo Masuda's relatives remember how touch;d

that stature on th€ir side. "Tteir pterence really
eclsd tne co_nrmunity at a clucial time,"

sister, June Masuda Goto, said the oth;r

Attitudes have changed in four decade€-therc s
a Kazuo Masuda Middle School in Fourttun

alley, his hometov.!-but lor the JaDadese-
mericans who were ousted lrom their h6mes on

West Cosst, labeled potential rubversiveB
diFpat hed to lelocation ca{lps, Wodd War U
never quite ended. Even a! they have gotten

,, Another Chance for Healing
.-. Staff SgL Kazuo Masuda, a member of llle
.l.Army's 442nd Regimental Combat Team, eamed a' I'Dlstinsuished Service Crosr when he was killed
, Idading a night patrol across the Arrlo River in'1944. Hi-s parents and sisteN w€re informed of lis'Qbath while they were living behind bsrbed wife,
..,m a Japanese-Ameatcan intemtnenl camD in

Alizona" When the family late! tried io retuin to
their farm in Orange County, they encounter€d

., tbreats snd discriminatjon ftorn neiAhboE still
. .ho3tile to Japanese-Amef,icans, a local cemetery
. rcfused at ltsr b bury Masuda. ln Decemb€r. l9{5.,lritei. Gen. Joseph W. (vineSar Jpe) Stilwel heard|rol the lamily's troubles and visited thei! tarm toi\eward Masuda's medal Do€thumorElv.r\ewa.rd 'B medal po€thumously,

: patriotirm in a lally at Santa Ana Bowl. ..The blood
has soaked il|to the sands of the beaches is all

; I +rcy were by Stilwell's act, how healint ReaSan's
were, how important it was to have men

on with theL lives, the shame har endured.
Ronald Reagalr now has another chance to helo

heal old wounda and to redress one of the real
iijr.rstices in American bistory. Comiig to his-desk
in the next few weel(s is a bil tlat ca.lls for a format
apology and a $20,000 payment for each of the
estimated 60,m Japatese-American lnteme€s
sti[ Living. We think he should iSnore the adyjce
be is receiving from some members of hi! staif.
who object primarily to the Sl,3-billion price ta8,
and sr8l| [ into law,

Some may think of the bill a! settlinc an old
debt, as S€n. Daniel K. Inouye (D-Eawaii),
anolher veteran of the 442nd, put it. But a check
for 920,000 doern't begin to cover the financiat
I0s3e3 of Japanese-American! who lost their
hoees and their businesses. We prefer to think ot
the redress biu as a way to conect the hisiorical
recoral
_ By s8ning the bilt, Resident ReaSan would put

the presidential stamp on the findings of the
Commissiob on Wartime Relocation an--d Intern.
ment of civilians. Alter an exhaustive study, thf
commis8ion five yeaas agp concluded that ther;
was no milit€ry justification fof the detention ol
Japanese-AmericaN and that no Japaltese-Amet-
icans were ever lnplicated ! spying. The e)pul.
siond were ordered in 1942 because of '.raae
prejudice, x'ar hyster'ra and failure of politqrl
leadeNbip," t}Ie commission found.

Although all.this Inay sound like ancient history
to tho6e Americam bom since World Wat II. {i
think redressing this old i4justice is vital becaus€ jt
wiu make official what Japanese-Americans halE
been. sayin8 ever. since- they were so cruqlly
imprisoned-t}|ar rhey did nothinS wrong.


