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SenateVotestoPay, i"1H';I#
WWil Internees Yoted69to27

Quick House Concurrence Seen for
Reparations to Japanme-Americans
By JOSH CETLIN, ?im"s St4tt Yti et

WASHINGTON-The Sedate,
moving to close a conFoveBial
chaptea in American history, over-
whelmingly passed legislation
wednesday that would make
$20,000 payments to about 60,000
Americans oI Japanese d€sc€nt
who were ordered from homes in
Califo.ma and other ll/est Coast
states during World War Il and Put
in detention camps.

Under the historic bill, which
was approved 69 to 27, the f€d€ral
govemment also would i$ue a
formal apology to these people,
most of whom were Am€rican
citiz€N at the Ume of their incar-
ceration. th€ estimated $1.3 billion
in payments would be spread out

Blll Pr.r.d by uou3.
House memb€Is, who have al-

r€ady passed t]le legislation, are
e4€cted !o Sive quick approval to
minor chang6 in the Senate ver_
sion before sending it to the White
Hous€, possit y next w€ek. Spon-
sors ar€ hopelul that Plestdent
Reagan will si€r| tlle bill, although
the Justice Deparhent has recom-
mended a veto, Reagan has had
litue to say about the legislation
but it is b€lieved to have some
support in th€ WhiLe Hou,se.

"Th€re is a debt here." said Sen.
Daniel K. Inouye (D-Hawaii), a
key sponsor of the legislation.
"These Japanes€- Americans were
unfairly branded as disloyal du ng
watime, solely on the 8$und of
racial anc€shy. Their internment
was unprecedented in the hisiorY
of American civil rights depriva-
tion."

Several former inteme€s who
sp€nt time in the detention camps
opr€ssed reliel that the bill had
passed, saying t]reir wartine elQ€-
rience had been a psyiholo€ircal
burden for years.

"Our name has finallY been
clearcd," said Crace Uyehata, en-
ecutive diector ol the JaPane8e-

Ameican Citizem League, who
was uproot€d lrom her home in
Stockton and sent to a camp in
fukansas during the war. "W€ are

The detention policy began m
1942, when the nauon €ry€rienced
a wave oI anti-Japan$e sentim€nt
after the attack on Pearl lla$or.
Amid mounting fears of an invasion
on the west Coast, the federal
govemment requ ed the mandato-
ry evacuation from the ar€a of a-ll
individuals of Japan8e ancestry,
saying lhey mlght be security
rBk3.

Eveniually, more lhatl f20,000
p€ople, mosdy in Califomia, were
sent from tleir ltomes. llany had to
sell all oI theu belongin$, often on
72 hours' notice, llor€ t]lan !7,000'
of the evacuees weae Ameican
citizem, according to a U.S. Senate

Although most ol tlrcse people
spent the war in the campa, about
35,000 *ere allow€d to leave the
camps alter taking loyalty oaths,
by ioining the U.S. Army, or by
taking jobs or attending college
away hom the West Coasl The
internmeni policy ended in D€cem-
ber,1944.

stmpdhy for Int rl.r
Mo€t SeDate members bwr€ssed

stmpathy for tlre intemees, but
sevenl bitterly oppos€d the r€Pa-
ratlons bill, saing the nation had
good r€ason to fear Japanese es?io-
nage in 1942. Others 3a1d the
g!9€mment c€nnot affond !o spend
the S13 billion, addiru that enY
apology to tho€e intemed would be
cheapen€d by the payment of mon-
ey...\lle all have 20-20 vbion on
Monalay mo|Ding , . . it's eary to
criticize what happeDed," said Sen.
Jerse Helms (R-N.C.), wllo uDsuc-
cesslully tn€d to w€aken the bill
vdth several amendments. "But I
can't buy this busin€$ of kicking
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Cortttrued from Pase 1
our governmeni arcund at a ume
when the horrible desl.ruction of
Pearl Harbor had happened."

Helms, who said there was "good
evidence" lhat some Japanese-
AmedcaN were conducting espio-
nage in the United States at the
trme, said he was not sure that
hesident l\ranklin D. Roosevelt
was wrcng in permitting intern-
ment of these citizens) adding: "I
think he did o€ctly what any of us
would have done."

Sen. Chic Hecht (R-Nev.) cr i-
cized the cost of the bill, saying the
nation "simply cannot afford this At
a time of such deficits. How can wc
'n good conscienc€ now apprcve I
biU with a price tag of $1.3 bittion,
mon€y that this nation jwt does nor

, have to spend?"
Many senators, however,

charged that the United States had
commil.ted a Srave injustice againsl
these citizens of Japanese heritage' and that it would be inconceivable
not to pay them some money,

BeD.rstloD! to Indhrt
Und€r the bill, rcparations of

912,000 each would also be paid to
about 450 Aleut Indians who were
uprooted from their Aleutian Island
homes by th€ U.S. Army and sent
to detention camps for t]te duration

"The first call upon a nation is
that it honor its obligations, and
tn's is a just obligal.ion, said Sen.
Pete Wilson (R-Cal i f . ) .  "The
$20,000 award is in no way an
oGggeration ol what was lost. In
most cases where property loss' occulred, $20,000 is a small fraction
of what occurred."

Much of the Senate debate \vas
devoted to recollections of Pearl
Ha$or and the sentiment for re-
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|ENAIE: Payments toJapanese-Americans OKd
ioattlucil fron Page 2a EaJIier, MatsuDaga was over' Senate imllem€nB the rtcommen_
i"i[ r:r"t "*"pt i," n"uon in irs corne witir emouon is he d$cribed dauons of t]e commis.lion on wer-
'iliii;. i";il;'d;;.t-;* the stotof an €lder\v Jepane'e- time Relocation-and lntemment or
i;il;';ri;;";-';;;il";; '; erneric:in man wtro das m:achine- civilials, which was lormed bv
;ilii*;;;il;;;tjl oi;i"6: gu" d to aeith in a u.s; detentiln congress in-19&) to redrss ure
|€€e mvernment compensat€s Lne carnp. rha man had been playmg Srieiances of thce detained in the
anities of American servicemen with his gandson and' rSnoring a camps.
fiiifi;d;*iiil;;: 

-- -'.-- 
c!"idt &aer to halt' cha'd a Memben ol the commission de-*sii'dri"f. -ii 

mirru*g" ro' ;ubber ball iDto a "no man's land" termin€dthatthedetentio i "were

'";;;i';-i."" *nsor 
-of 

irre between iwo mws of barbed wire. nol iustified bv miliisry n€cesdlv"
Hr"1iii,"l "ir? "i'frfy-m; ti ;rris granason ana members- of but'insresd had b€€n orde&d be-
Hi*lil".ii,i-tr't"f pioposal "is his famiiv still bear the scals of that cause of'iacs pr€iudice' war-lvs-
Il'rri'-""ii"-"odlr". 

" 
ii'"*ut* incident";' Ma[sunaga said' his voice tena and.a failur€ ol polidca]

fiat we Anericans of Japanese breakinS 'I'n sorry. I Decome rcadersnrp'
iilli"rfr rt"a *ri"-rii"! r ,i" *itl overlv ;modoDal about it, even to Tlrc panel -estimated tjlat' as a

iiii"ii,idliJ "r'ii,*i-.H;t".. w" tu" a6v:' resul! ol ure detentions' the intem-
alnot.' The legislatlon approved by i]rc e€6 tost between $149 million and

$:Yto milioD in $operiy and in.
come-between t810 llillion aat
12 bilion in l$g dollars.

Accordilrg to a cofiDlex fomula
the report r€commended a Pm
Do6ed reoaration of a ta)a- b€e pay
inent ot 920,m0 to eech eliSibl
p€tson.


