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WWI I's'Other' Detainees
Press Claims Against U.S.

;r 
Camps: Japanese kidnapped from Latin America scck

apology. They're refrrsed because they weren't here legally.
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The police cime !o take the
family away-a busband and wife
and lour children, each allowed to
pack one suilcase. The family land,
including a colton planrarion. was
lost forever. Placed on a ship.
Suarded by soldiers with machine
8uns. they sailed across an ocean to
an tnrcrnment camp.

Th€ camp *as in Crysr.l Crty,
Texas. And the soldrers wlth th€
doLrghboy helmeb l|/ho took Alicia
Nishimolo and herfamily fron Peru
were memb€ls of the U.S. Army.

It $ a liule-known, dark chapler
in U.S. hislory- During World War
lL th€ Roosevelt administrarion
orde.ed the derention of lnore rhan

2,200 people of Japanese ancesfy
from l3 lnlin American counFies,
the overwhelming majority from
Peru,

Although no off'cial explanation
for tie internrnent was ever of-
fered. historians b€li€ve $e Jaoa-
nese Latin Amencans r|/ere ab-
ducted for a€asons similar to the
dluch larger detentid of Japanese
Americans oD the \tresr Coast of the
United Sta(es, They were b€li€ved
to po6e a hililary threal to the
Uniled Stales and ils Pacific allies.

Nishinob, then a lo-y€ar-old
citizen of Peru, spent lwo yearu in
tbe T€xas int€rnment camp, Half a
aenlury later, she and hun&eds of
otler abducled ktin American
Japanese are still betng denied an
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CAMPS:Detainees
Seek Official Apology
official l€tler of apoloSy frorn thc
U.S. government.

Tha reason for thc denial is a
bur€aucratic Catch,22 that has kcpt
alive the sting ot lhe old injusticc:
Since th€ Japanesc latin Amari-
cans were abducrcd and bmlrghr !o
t}lc United States against thcir will,
thcy were nol legal U.S. rcsidents,
and lhus, not eliSiblc for an apology

"How can they call us illcgal
immi$anls when li,c w€.e forccd
to corne here?" asks a dumb-
founded Nishimoto, who has livcd
in Cardena for th€ past 3jl ycars.

A few of the Japanese Peruvians
r,ere exchanged for Amc canshcld
in Japan, but most spenr the dura-
tion of t}te war bchind lhc barbcd
wire of llle camp id southwcst
Texai. Sone werc held unril 1948,
thre€ yeals aftcr rhc war ended.

trYus(rated after bcing denicd
both lhe apology end th€ rcdrcss
paymenB firsr granted to Japancse
American internecs in 1990, thc
Latin American Japanese plan !o
file suit this w€ek in fed€ralClaims
Cour. in Washinglon, D.C.' 'These actions wcrc a violation
ot international law,' said Cracc
Shimizu, an activist in lhe mova-
ment for .€df€ss and thc dauShtcr
ofa Peru vian Japanese lnan hcld in
lhe catnps. "This was kidnapping
civilians lrom a third coun!.y not
at war, taking then acrossintcrna-
tional watcB and jailing rhcm. Ir's
fnporlant to hold tho Sovcrnmcnt
sccountable."

Officials wilh thc Justicc Dc-
parhent's Oflice of Redrcss Ad-
minislration acknowlcdgc that thc
abductions occured, but say thc
Intin American Japanes! are not
covercd by lhe p.ovisions of lh€
1988 reparations lal|/, which ers
r€stricted to lhosc who were U,S,
cilizens erd legal r€sidcnti at rhc
.time of their detention.

Justice Department officials lajd
Congress r€cognized thc sullering of
.the latin Americln Japanese in thc
lS2 report of the Codnission on
Waltime Relocalion and Inr€mmcnt
of Ovilians. A lmall numbcr ol
Peruvian Japanese did receivc rc-
Ctess payments becausc thcy bc-
came legal r€sideDtr bcforc tha Juna
1946 date established by thc taw.

Q hI, at teas! 3m applicanons by
9l,atin American Japancsc have
Deen denied b€causc lhoy did not
meel the r€dress law's r€sidcncy

the formcr interna€s say thc
320,m0 .eparation paymcnt is lcss
lnporrant than €tching ibeir fami-
lies' sto.y in hislory."OuI parenls aro the ones who
luffered Bo much but thay arc
gone, ' said Carmcn Mochizuki ol
ldontebello, a Japancsc Peruvian
whose fathcr was dcported !o Ja-
pan frbm T€xas and dicd in Oki-
nawa soon alter the war's €nd. "l
feel sorry whcn I think of ny
parents and l'll fe€lthat tiu I dic."

Only 200 internaes were ellowcd
t4 relurn to L€tin Amcrica after
the war. Sone lrav€led to Japrn,
olhers remained in tha Un od
States, eventually bccomin8 citi,
zen!.

Dacad€s removcd frod thc
Spanish'spcaking tan{Is of rherr
birth, many of th€ tlrin American
Japanesc retaid a love for their
tormer homc and a nostalsia fot
South American cutturo. 

-

Carmen Mochizuki grecrr a la-
llno reportcr with a hahdshake and
a 'rur.[a 

16/0," whjle Ari Shibay-
ama r€calls that in Spanish his nrne
*as Arturo-"My friCnds from peru
still .lll me $ar." Even Crace
Shimizu, a generaton r€moved from
h€r fathert Pe.lvian rDots, r€rains a
londness for PeruvEn rr{lo€s.

Slill, for nany, Peru ;nd h$r
Arnerica will fofever be tarnished
by rnemories ot b€ing abducted,
up.ooted from homes, schools and
triendships.'Shibayama, now i 66-year-old
Esid€nl of San Jose, rcmembeN the
y€ars he livd in tear as a boy in
Lima, Peru. Whenever a U.S. ;hiD
docked in the nearbJ porr of C€ltao,
hb falher would leave the c y and
80 inlo hidinS in th€counrrysde.

Eventually, Shibayama's lather
*as arresred, along wilh his wite
.nd tleir six childr€n. Ille atlluonr
lrfe lhey had known in Peru-Yuzo
Stulrayama eas a tcxlrle import€r,
with chauffeurs and maids randins
to lhe family's ne€d!-wasov€r- 

-

Alicia Nishimoto has picrures ot
a s'milarly alfluenr famrly, posing
$mewha( srifflJ next Lo a tncyclc
on lh€ porch of their stucco haci-
enda in Jecuam, Peru. Soon afrer
that Bnapshot was 6ken. onc day
tl|cy tust came and took us. '

Of the l3 governmenrs tllar co-
operared in lhe internm€nt of tha
l,atin Am€rican Japanesa, Pcru
wai the nost enthusiastic, toming
over 1,800 oI its r€sidcnts to the
Uniled Slates lor internment. Pcnr
was home !o r r€larively large
Jafranese community and many o(
thos€ singl€d out for air€st wcrc
rffluent businessmel and commu-
hityleaderu.

q Harvcy Cardiner, a historian
whose book "Pawns in a Triancle
of tlate" documents the abducrion
of the Pe.uvian Japanese, said
their deportalion was fuoled in pa
by $oMng xenophobia In Peru,
where lhe irnmiSranli wera seen a!
an econoDic threal

The day Peruvian police ariv€d
al Camen llochizuki's school, lhcy
demanded tha( lhe ll-year-old
lake rhem to her farher.

She walked lhem lo hcr homo,
told !h€ police that she would necd
to 80 around th€ back to open the
aloof, lhen warn€d hcr father who
escap€d out a back t,indow. Even-
tually, he turned hirnself in.

Mochizuki, now 63, was thc
youngesl oI l0children. "we kncw
that it u/as eartimc bLrt I rcally
tlidn t know why they scrc doing
this to u!, why they vould arrcst
us and put us in iail.

When the P€ruvians aSrccd !o
the Anerican requ€t to darljn thc
J6panese immigrants, mosr of thc
loSislics were arranged jnformally,
Vith phone calls and facc-io-facc
hc€tings b€tween oflicials and di,
plonials. Few decisions we.e com-
niLted Lo aecord, Gardincr says,
hcause lhc olf'cials involvcd were
aware that 'they were oDeratins It
. hiShtJ questionable ar;a in lcims
of international law and in terms of
fun&menlal morality."

the ifst U.S. ship, th€ Etotin.
reil€d fmm &llao in April l9{2.
i'ith l{l Pcruvian Jaranase. The
sbdrictioru continued fof lhe naxr
three years.

Shibayarha rcc:lts a iournev in
l9r1 lhar lalred 2l d.yi, (he ihiD
buaginS the coasrt'nes, escorred b'
Sray d$troyers and rhe tow Dro.
files of submafines. Men weri ,n
cabins below docks. separatcd from
womeh and children, Few sDokc
Engl$h and confuspn spread a_bour
theirfate."My sistcr thoughl they wcrc
gorng ro shoot us, ' Sh'bayama says.

lRrsscrrNnDfl / rd l|l.ts rDc

Alicia Nishimoto and her family
were shipped to a camp in Teras.

I



LOS AIICELES TIMES

On lhc ship lhat took away
Nishimoro s familY, including hor
archt months' Pregnant molher,
wis another rumor, _some peopla
were sayinS they wer€ lakinS l'l3 to

lnstea4 both ships cnded uP in
New Orlean!, whers the d€taine€3
*er" forced !o dismb€ and spraYed
with Dm, an erQerienc€ thal wa!

'c lpecral ly demeaninS for thc
wome[ "You know JaPanese lr.
die!,' Shibayama saYs. '"fheY'.e

very !hy." {hen qame a a'arlaoad trip
!o Ter(a3, in Pullman caf! with lho
window3 clver€d so lhat r€sidenls
of pastnt townr, stjll an8TY ov€r
Peall Herbor. wouldn ! atlack thetr!

Th€ Texas inlernment c€nter,
converted flom miSranl wo*€r
housinS, came b be known al a
nod€l camP. Man, ot the surviving
inlern€es werc children then and
have fond memories of camP llte,
where their eve.-adaptable fami.
lies leamed !o appreciat€ such
Ameican practices al baseball

Nishihoto's falher opencd a lofu
3to.e in lh€ camp (and hil deugh-
t4r's nam€ wa! Americanized to
Alice). Shibayama's falher b€came
r camp porrceman.

Shibayama's fathe! hed him en_
rcll in lhe camp 3 Japanele school
b€ceur€ he thouShl it would be
more practical lhan laaming En8_
lbh. tThere were m cl&!te! in
Sranilh.) In 214 Yeillt in tlrc
inrernmcn! camP, ShibaYame
lpoke only Spanirh and Japan€*.

When lhe war ende4 lhe latin
Atn€rican 8ov€mm€nt! lhat had
d€oorled lhe delaine€! didh't wanl
tham anymore. Some, like ShibaY.
.ma and hb family, staY€d in lh€
Unired Stals. thank! onlv lo a
oftaram thal hired them oul a!
ihe;D labor to rhe Seabiook Farnls
proc;seing plant in New Jers€Y.

Nishinolo's laher decid€d lo

tak€ his tamily to Japan-con_
vinc€d that Japan had won the war.
H€ held on to lhB b€liel even alter
thc famrly had bo.id€d a Pall€nger
lhlD in S€attle. FinallY, llr€Y=
reaiheo Tokyo B.Y rnd lae
Amencan warships anchor€d lhen.

"That's when he knew Japan had
lct the war." Alicir Nbhimoto
rryr.

Tokvo had b€cn devasLted bY
U.S. bombrn8 laids !h.! &illed
n(om. The family noved on lo
the city where nost ol lheb rcla'
t ive! t ived_Hiroshima, whtch
honths earlier had b€en leveled bY
the fiisl alomic bomb.

A! lchool. Nishimoto suflered
throuth lhe indiSnrty (and the
irony) of schoolrflales who caued
he! "Yanke€' b€rause lhe had
lived in lhe Uniled Stale(

tfthe Mochizuki familY lived on
I lweet pohtoe3 al  hunger

rpread throuShout lhe ravaSed
country, vivid memonet uarmen
hrs held onlo for decad$.

'today, when I s€€ tjl€ homel6s'
the suflerin8 pmple in this counEy
md I know what lh€Y ale lulferin&
r I didnt to thmugh that lln
JsDenl. I would b€ a differrnt
D€_llon today, I t{ould bc selfEh."' 

Both Mochtuki and Nishimolo
av€nuElly r€lumed lo |he Unit€d
Stal6 and ma$ied Am€ncan citi_
r€rE. Shibayama obtained lcgrl
Eridency in the Unit€d State! ,nd
rr! drafted Inlo th€ AImY dunng
tha lb.!.n Wat, s€rving in C€r_
brny, where a fellow soldier lW-
lt'trd that he aPPIY forciti48hip.

D.lDita tlre wailme dcporuuoru'
the Jipanere pre:ence tn Peru rc-
oarned $ron8. Alb€no Fulmori' tjle
on of JaDanB€ lmmtBranB. wal
clected prBrdent In l9$. One of
NBhimolo's corEns narnc{ anoh€r
hiSh-placed Japan€se PcruvEn. the

lrinisterolinteritr -
In 1990, the Jultice Dcpartmct{

drttedprelenting of ficial lcllcrt of
.goloty and 3$,m chcct! to -
60,m surviving Japatr€r-Amcn ' '

can int€m€e!. tha cttlfitnation ot !
. lonf struSll€ los!ad!aar-

Xost ol tha [rtin Amcrican
Jepan6a, hogaeat r€ccivcd noth'
in8. Shib.y.ma, Ni.himolo ald
lrcl ruld a[ rtplted lor rtdres+

'.rd dl cceivad limiltF tlplia!
Frmm !h!8!v€r nan! ThcY di.l m! - --

qualily b€caule they werc not lcgal
llsidenle."Mv DetenB dldnl want lo comc
herei 

_ 
Mochizuki .ays 'ThcY

worked hard to build uP whal thcY
hed lin Perul. SuddcnlY thc wat
'taltad and lhay tdr cvery!hm8."

For yeaB, civil nShB altomcys
heve tlied uNuccdsfullY lo Por_
luad€ ofliciab lo Sranl cxcmpuonl
!o th€ Japana.e l,adn Amcncat8.
rsid Robin Tona, a L! Angclca
atlomey active in a coali on o[
!mup! le€king rtirels lor thc
inle!neelt,"we'v€ met with lhe Officc ot
Redrdr AdminhFation and mc!
rvilh conltlessional sllflcfi who'vc
aaid $ere is nothinS !ha! can bc
done becau3! the law !! veaY
claar." Toma leid

me hwlui! rlll naftc a! Plain'
fff! lh! fonner interncs who now
liv€ in Peru, JrPan .nd thc Unilcd
Slatr!, d.mandin8 !ha! thcy bc
lrdn!€d the lame stalu! a! inlcmc(r
JaDao6t Amedcatt

ia€use mo6t o( th€ intcmccs-
av€n !ho.e who wele childrcn in
the cznDs-iF now rcnior ciu_
t2r|!, lhe law3uit naY roprcscnl a
h!! chance (oa an offieial acknowl'
edSmen! of their iruffcring lvhilc
$ey are still livint.

"Some day I wrll be Sonc Moch-
izukl s.ys. "but I want Pc€Plc l,o
t now €v€rythrng that happcnctl
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