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nese-Amerlcan mlnlster who was
forclbly tnterned durlng World War

i I I ,
Mr, Thornbu4lh, handtng out

$20,000 redress Payments to nlne
elderlv tnternees, the flrst of some
65,000 JaPanese'Amerlcans who
wtll eventuallv r€celve them' told the
rcclDlents that wen when the Amer-
tcan "svstem [of government] falled
you, yoir nevef losl your fatth tn lt.'

"By flnallY admltttng a wnong'.a
natlon does not deetroy lts Intef$ty
but. rather, r€lnforces the slncerlty
of tts commttment to the Constttu-
tlon and hence to tts people'" the at-
tornev Eeneral satd.

"We-can never fullY rtght the
wrongs of the Past'" Prcsldent Bush
declaied tn a two-paragraph state-
ment accompanylng each check.
"But we can take a blear stand for
lustlce and recogntze that sedous ln'
iusttces were done to JaPanese--Amertcans 

durlngiWorld War II.-
Other reclplents wno parttctpated

ln vesterday-'s ceremony tncluded
oori Hatsulit Shlma, 86' of Laurel'
Md., Ken Yarnamoto, 73' of Stlver
Sprtng, Md., and Sade lde' 90' of Ar-
ItnAon. Va.

Aepresentattves Robert T. Matsut
and Nbrrnan Y. Mtneta, two Caltfor-
nla Democrats who PlaYed keY roles
In the redress campatgn, brushed
tears from thetr eYes and embraced
each other as the audlence tn the
Department of Justlce's Great Hall
sans t'od Bless Amerlca."

Mr. Mlneta, who was was ln-
terned as a lO-Year-old tn a camP
located at Heart Mountaln' WYo.'
satd: "Amertcans of Japanese ances-
trv nowknow tn thelrheartsthatthe
letter and sptrlt of our Constltutlon
holds true for them."

Sen. Danlel K. lnouYe' D'Hawll'
who lost hls rlght arm flghtlng In
Europe wlth thCfabled rH2nd Rq;t-
ment, had to dry hts eyes aft€r gr€et-
Ing Mr. Eto, a resldent of a Loe Ange'
les nurstng home.

"We ho-nor ounselves and honor
Amerlca," Mr. Inouy,si*ald. '\f,Ie dem'
onstratd to the world that we are a
stPgg PeoPle T'-strong enough to
admtt our rrrrori{s."

Mr. E0o's soi-, Oavld' who wlll lat'
er rccelve hls own $20'000 pa.yment'
aqreed wlth most reclptents that the
simboltsm of the Eovernment's ac-
tion outweldrs the 

-dollars 
tnvolved.

Tsvakoaltashlma, 72, .of San
trranitsco; who peisonallY malled
more than 25,OO0 lettert tn support

s

a
l-

d
s

€

ir
r€
t-

Y

World War tr
internees get
apology, checks
Los AngeleeTtmeg

WASHINGTON - In an emotlon-

lo7-year-old JaPa-

of redress, aqreed.
Ms. KttgJhtma was 23 when she

al ceremony, Attorney General Rlch-
ard L. Thcinburgh kneeled Yester-
day and presenteil an enttrc nation!

io Mamoru Eto, a wheel-



s,
,y
le
3e
ry's

r.
lr
1,"
3-
:l-
le

d
at
te
.n
te
g.
t-
)e
ro

to
l-
'I

$
gr
:h
le

of rcdress, agr€d.
Ms. Xltashlma was 23 when ehe

was sent to a camp at ToPaz, Utah.
carrytng as. much of her belonglngs
she could 6ram lnto the two sult-
cases allowed by government ofII-
clals. She sald that for thousands of

the redrcsg
and apology "hopefully wtll unbur-
den the stlgma of dtsloyalty."

The redress prcgram was man-
dated by the Ctvtl Llberttes Act of
1988. The S20,000 payments and
letterof apologl areto be pmvldedto
the 65,0(X) Internees who werc llvlng
when the law wae paesed, or thelr
helns. The payments, orpected to or-
c€ed Sl.5 btlllon, are to be completed
ln flscal 1993.

Dudng the war, about 120,000
Japanese-Amerlcans werc Placed ln
remote, guardd camps on the Pre-
textthat thelr loyalty ml$ht be dlvld-
ed between the Unlted States and
Japan.

Ceremontes honodng other senlor
neclplenta wtll be'held thte week In
elglrt other U.S. cltles wtth large Jap
anese-Amedcan populattons, lnclud-
ln{ Phoenlx, home of the oldest r€-
clflent a woman who wlll be lO8
nent month.


