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Apology,
Payment
48 Years
in Making
r Repalations: In l,ittle Tokyo,
.lustice Departmcnt ofl'icials
present fivc ccntcnarians with
checks for mistreatment suffcred
in internmcnt cirmps.

ByJOIIN l l  I  t iE

O n e  -  h t r n d r c d  y e i r - o l d  f c r u  N o d r
lca. .d ba.k in  hcf  whceLch3jr  l - r ida l
morning and lc t  loosc a rush o l  Laughtef
rh: r t  had b. .n 4SJcars Lt  thc mak' r rg.

Above hcr  l .ad,  Noda grngcfLJ wavcd i r
check l fom lhc Unl icd Sla lcs goveur '
mcnr-a pafr ra l  paymcnr lor  lhe thrcc
ycars shc \pcDl jn a .icscrl rnlcrnmcnl
canp duf .g Wor ld Waf I I .

On lhc b lu€ sLip o i  paper,  pf rntcd n. r l  to
an rnscl ol thc Strluc ol InbcflJ. $'$c lhc
$o.ds. PirI to lhc O.der of, Tcru Nodr
s20,000

Ar !  cercm.ny in  Lr t l lc  Tokyo onc o l
. ine kk ing p lac.  lhroughout  thc nahon
JLrst rc .  Dcpartmcnl  o l f rc ia ls  pr .sented No
da and iour  oth. f .cn lcnar ians wi th rcpa
railo.s paymcnls nnd a lclt.r lroln urcsl

' 'Th s is someth ng I  never expectcd, said Teru Noda of her $20,000 paymenl plcs€

dcnL Bush Jpologiz ing to.  thc go!cr ' fmenl
sanchoned nrsr f .arn\crr l  thoy sul lc .ed
dunng a l rnrc c l  r . i .d  by rhc hystcr ia  o i

S.vcf . r lo l  lhe rc( i t icn ls  and lh. i r  fami
hcs Wokc aboul  whai  lhc governm.nfs
a.krrowlcdg.mcnl  mer. t

' ' ' I 'hrs  is  somclh i r rg I  n .vcr . r ! f . r . ,1 .
Noda srd rn l rpancsc . rs  h. f  I ' r ' | i1 ' fs
s l rokcd lhc pfes id.n lLr lapo!ogJ.  Inr  h, r f
p]  lo  hav.  L ivcd L l rg fn. lqh 10 r . r  i r iL !

' thc dcmaDd lor  r  pubh.  r f ! l .g \ '  nr r { l (
b I  s o m o , J a p r n c n '  A m f f i . r n s  g r f r r . r . , L
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"This is something I never expected, said Teru Noda of her $20,000 payment presented by Assistant Atty. Gen. John Dunne.

dcnt Bush apologizing for lhc govcrnrqenf
sancl ioned mrstreahent  ihey suf fered
during a timc cloudcd by thc hyst€ria ol

Several of the recipienls and their fami
lies spokc aboul what the govcrnmcnt s
acknowledgenent meant.

"This h something I never expcct€d,"
Noda said in Japanese as her fingers
stroked the pr€sidential apoLogy. "I'm hap
py to have lived long cnough lo actually

The demand for a publjc apology made
by some Japanese-Americans garnered

littlc public altention until a national
convenljon of the Japanese American Citi-
zens League in 1978, when redressorganiz
€rs attachcd a dollar amount to lheir call
for an apology, said John Tareishi, who for
10 years was director of lhe National

Please s€e REPABATIONS, 84



REPARATIONS:PaYment,
Apology4S Years Later
Corttnu€d from 81
Coalition for Redress and Repara-

"It was strange," Tateishi said.
"Unlil we pllt a money label on t}le
request, there was very little re-
gard for what the issue wa3 about."

Activists who lobbied for rcdress
leaislation said that, of the 120,000
p;ple interned, hall were alive
when the Civil Lib€rti€s Act ol
1988 became law. The act was
approved alter 12 years of intense
lobbying by Asian activist groups,

:war veterans and politicians. The
jpayments are to be made over
: three years, witl the oldest viclims
i receiving payment first.

"If anyone feels bitterness today,
iit's becaus€ so many people who
iwere in the camps died before the
;apology was issued," said Jimmy
iTokeshi, dfector of the Pacific
: Southw€st Districi of the Japanese
iAmedcan Citiz€ns League. Toke-
'shi's father was interned at Heart
Mountain Camp, Wyo.

During congressional headngs in
the 1980s, accounts began unfold-
ing about U.S. soldiers who roun,l-
ed up whole communiti$ of Japa-
n€se-Americans and herded them
inro 13 desert camps to live in tents
or rickely shacks made of tar paper
and corrugated lin.

6(l\ /f ost takujin twhire peoplel
Ivldon t understand about

what happened to us," laid Tom-
mie Tanaka, 68, of Oxnad. "Or at
leasl they don't underctand in real
detail."

Tanaka, a native of I,os Angeles,
allended lhe ceremony with her
husband, Shigeo,67, and her moth-
er, Uno Takeda, 100, wi*r whom
.she was held captive at the Gila
River camp in Adzona.

Shigeo Tanaka, who was. also

born in Los Angeles, sajd he was in
urc first $oup to go to Manzanar
Camp in Central California in 1942.

66Tt was on Easter Sunday. I
I beLieve, " Tanaka 3aid.

He remembered having less than
1wo days to secure his belongings
on the lucrative farm in V€ntura
County he nanaged. "We sold the
crops and th€ land lease for 10
cents to the dollar," Tanaka said
"We tookwhat few things we were
allowed and left all of the farming
equipment in the garage. When we
got out of the camps fiv€ years
later. we had to work on land that
we D,s€d to own. It had been sold to
a while farmer."When we went to look for our
[actors and equipment, it wasn t in
the storage shed. There. were tv,fo
Japanese famili€s living there tin
t]|e shedl instead. . . . We had
nothing and we were making onlY
40 cents a day. We ended uP living
in the little garage with the olher
families."

Like many of the first-genera-
tion immigrants who were hustled
into th€ camps because Political
and military leaders questioned
ileir loyalty to tbe United States,
Noda, the reparations paYment re_
cipienl is uncomfortable with her
memories of camp, said her daugh-
ter-in-Iaw, Tomi Noala, 68."She never talk about the expe-
Jience, 

' lhe younger Noda said.
But the €lder Noda seemed tree

to muse on what S20,000 and the
future held for her."I'll put some of the moneY in
the bank and some will be for
medical exp€nses," she said

And $rith a sudden, startling
laugh she said, "The rest can go lor
my funeral expenses."

Toyosaburo Katayama,
letter of apology from
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100, holds his 620,000 redress check a
President Bush at Little Tokyo ceremo


