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Internee Payment
Bill Gets Final OI(
House Sends President Plan to Offer
Japanese-Americans Money, Apology
By WILLIAM J. EATON, nnesStallWritet

WASHINGTON-The House,
acting to redress a wronS commit'
ted agaiDst Japanese,Americans
interned during World War lI,
gave final congressionai approval
Thursday to legislalion expressing
a national apology and authodzing
tax-hee payments of $20,000 each
to individuals who suffered war-
time imprisonment,

For Rep. Norman Y. Mineta
(D-San Jose), who cannot rcceive
th€ money becausEhe voted for the
bill, it was an especially joyful
momenl becawe he presided over
th€ chambd during the 25?-156
roll call that s€nt the measure to
President Reagan for his signature.

Reagan indicated recen y that
he was eager to approve t}le bill
and €nd "a lad chapter in Ameriaan
hjstory in a way that reafflrmE
Ame ca's commitment to the pres-
ervation of liberly and jwuce for
all."

WarltmcMt3t3kc
Opponents arSued that the action

against an estimated 120,0tI0 Japa-
nese-Americamon lhe West Coa6t
was an unfortunate wartime mis-
take but did not justify $1.25 billion
in payments to redre$ a whol$ale
violation of civll libertles."In time of war, when a country
is lhreatened for ila very survival,
rnany lives are djsrupted for no
logical reason," Rep. Howard Coble
(R-N.C.) said.

Rep. Helen Delich Benlley (R-
Md.) said her husband, a Korean
War veteran, lhrealened lo divorce
her il she voted for the bill. She
voted againsl it,

A majority ol the House mem-
bers who spoke, however, agreed
with Rep. Leon E. Panetta {D-
Mont€rey) that the evacuation and
imprisonment of Americans ot Jap-
anese ancestry from 1942 to 1945
was a "national shame."

Mineia, who spoke last, delivercd
a moving speech on the legislation,
which has taken almost a decade to

move from inlroduclion to passage."This is a deeply personal issue
for a small number of u3," he
began. "But l,his legislation touches
all ofus because itgoes to the very
core of our naiion,"Does our Constitution paotect
all of us-rcgardless of mce or
culture? Do our rights remain ind-
iensble even in times of 6tre3i-
and €sp€cially tn fmes of stress?"Passage of tllis le8islation an-
swers these questlons-a resound-
ing yes.

"I am deeply honored to serve in
this body as jt takes the great step
of admitting and redre3sing a man -
umenlal injuslice," Mineta con-
cluded in a hushed chamber. Spon-
taneous applause-a rarily in the
House-greeted his remarks.

Mineta was l0 years old when he
and his fanily rrere taken from
lheir home in San Jose and placed
in an internm€nt camp at the Santa
Anita race lrack in May, 19{2,
about five months after Japan
bombed Pearl Harbor.

MovedloWyontng
Later that year, Mineta's family

rrvas mov€d to anolher canp at
Hea{ Mountain, Wyo,, where they
r€mained unlil Nov€mber, 1943,
when they were released and al-
lowed lo join Mineta's father, who
wds teaching Japanese in an Army
school at the Univ€rsity of Cbicago."People said this was done to
protect us," Mineta recalled in an
intewiew. "If thal was so, why
were the machine guns poinling at
us?"

Ben Btaz, the delegal€ from
Guam, noted that he, Mineta and
Rep. Robert T. Matsui (D-Sacra-
meDlo ) bad a common e\perience:"We were all incarcerated in our
youths, but therc was one differ-
ence," Blaz said. "?here was one
djfference-my guards were ene-
my sotdlers. Theirs were American
soldiers."

Pleaie ree APOLOGY, Prrc2l

APOLOGY:
AnEmotional
VoteinHouse
Conttnucd from Pasc 1

lhe commisslon on wartim€
Relocauon and Internhent of Cl-
vilians was established in 1980 to
lnve€tlEat€ the facts and make
lecom;endations. It concluded
tlat tle evacuation of JaPanese-
Americans was not justilied by
military neeab but occuned as a
reult of racial preiudice, wartime
hFteria and a failue of political
leadeNhiD.

Und€r-ur€ bill soon to becohe
law, an estimat€d 60,000 persons
who w€re intemed almost halJ a
century ago \nill be eligible lor the
8!0,0m payments, which will be
made over a lo-year period, stalt-
ing with t]le oldest claimants fiist.

lnitial payments ale not likely to
beSin urtil January, 1990. AnY
Americans of Japanese ancestry
who spent time in the camps and
arc living at tlle time the biu is
signed into lal^' will be etiSible. In
case of their death later, ohly
metnbers of thef immediate family
wor. d be allowed to accept the
paymeirt insteaal

T'he same l€gislation alEo will
ppvlde tax-fre€ peyments ol
i12,000 each to indigenous resi-
dent! oI the Aleutian bland chain
who were relocated by the fed€ral
goverDhent during World war II
aDd forced to live in abandoned Iish

It al3o {rill allocate $5 million to
l}e Aleuts as rcimbur€ement for
d€atruction of village and commu-
Dlty pmperty, as well as $1.4
nillion for destruction of chuch
propeny. In addition, tlle bill pro-
vides a 8ls-milion palmenl for
Attu island. whrch has b€come a
netional wildlile refuge.

The mqjor tlrust of the legisla-
tion. however. was an effort to heal
the wounds created wh€n Pr€si-
deft Flanklin D. Roo€€velt on Feb.
lg, 194f, signed D(ecutive Older
No. 9066, which allos,ed th€ War
Department to desiglate milit$y
qreea and exclude r$idents from
then.
. Iater, military orde$ led to t}le
rtmoval of all those of Japanese
aDceaby hom Califomia, Wash-
ington state and Oregon, as well as
qome from I{awaii,

Rep. Bill Flenzel (R-Minn. ) sard
he had been against the bill but
vorrld vote lor it now. "Ifs ljme for
qpology, r€unilication and healmg,
aid I intend tr be a palt of it," b€
said

liatEui, Jubilant over the out-
come. re.all€d how he wa6 taken as
echtld in April, 1912, to Tule Lake,
Celil, with his family and spent 316
ieals under gwrd.

"T'lte sti8Eta of dbloyalty that
dtached to Japan$e Americans in
World Wer II ls about to be
*nroved," Mat€ur told the House."We now look upon ourselves aa
Foud Americans."


