
House Votes Payments
for Japanese Internees
Bill Would Give $20.000 to Bach Individual and
Require U.S. to Apologize for Detaining Them

By K.AnEN TUMULTY, ?tnrs St,ll Wrltzr

WASHINGTON-Th€ House,
evokiDg recollections of guilt and
humiliation still vivid aJter four
decades, overwhelmingly ap-
proved legislation Thusday that
would requir€ the Sovemment to
apologize to the Japanese-Ameri-
cans it sent to intelnment camps
during World War II and pay each
living intemee tm,000.

Debate on the measure has been
emotional and odraordinarily per-
sonal. Rep, Norman Y, Mlneta
(D-San Jose) recall€d himself aa a
typical American lo-year-old in
1942 who wore his C\b Scout
unifolm as he boarded tte railroad
car tlat vrould cany hls family to
three years of intemment.

'Burdcl of shone'
Wltile held at an lnternment

calnp in Wyoming, h€ would me€t
anotlte! Scout from nearby Co-
dy-a boy who Srew up to become
Sen. Alan K. Simpson (R-lvyo.),
Sjrnpson, now a sponsor of similar
leghlation in t}le Senate, recalled
that it had been "ratler puzzling to
me" on visits to the camp to see
young prhoner8 "who wore the
sahe Scoui uniform, had the same
merit badges, told the Bame sto-
ries."

Mineta Baid the legislation could"finally lift th€ unj$t burden of
shame that 120,000 Americans
have calri€d lor 45 palnful yeaE."
It wa8 passed by the Hou3e 243 to
141, {rith suppori from both liberals
and conservativ$.

The companion bill tu deected to
sarl through the Senate rn t]le next
few months, but the legislation
faces stiff opposltion from the
White House. The Olfice of Man-
agement and Budget ha8 said it will
lecomhend a presidenual veto be-

cause oI objections to the $1.2
billion in payments.

Supporters noted that the timrng
of the vote wai poignantly symbol -
ic, scheduled by the House leader-
Bhip to coincide with the bicenten-
nial of the si8ling of t]rc U.S.
Constrtutron, Republican Ben Blaz,
Guam's delegate to ConSrds, Eaid
it would allow th€ country "to
celebrate t]te 200tI anniversary of
our Constitution with a clear con-

opponents insisted that, while an
apology k due the intemees, giving
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a flat palment to each of th€
estimat€d 60,000 still alive i6 a bad
idea.

Rep. Dariel E. Lungr€n (R-
Irng B€ach) said the measure
subscribed to the "milguided no-
tion that the dollar sigTl h the only
genuine symbol of contrition."
Noting the healT burden that t}le
federal delicit abeady puts on
futue taxpaye$, Rep. Bill FYenzel
(R-Minn.) said t}le measue is an
attempt to "purge ourselves of
somebody else's euilt with another
Seneration's money."

Lungren offered an amendmenl
to delete the 920,000 payments, buf
it failed, 23? to 152.

Crltics cited what they said \ilere
sevelal o0ler flaws ln t}le bill. thev
pointed out that it would offer th;
same paym€nt to each intemee-
regardlds of whether the incar-
ceration had been fo! only e few
monl-lrs or for s€yeral years; re-
gardied3 of whelher ure person had
been an infant who today has no
memory of the ex)erience, or an
adult rvho does and \res folced to
abandon a bwiness and home,

They also said it would set a

dangeloua precedent, R€p. Nonnan
D Shurnqay ( R-Stockton ), a lead-
ing opponent, asked whether it
should follow that the govemment
offer compensation to black
schoolchildren who s(dfered trom
segregated schooh or convicb who
did not rec€ive the now-required
recitatio-n of the,r ri8hts when
alfesteo,

Finally, oppahents said, it
amounk to an effort to reshaDe
history with today's values. "R;-
member Pearl llarbor. That \l€s
not hysteria. It was an act of war,"
Rep, Samuel S. Stratton (D-N.Y.)
argued. "Franklin Roos€velt did

the right thing, and if he hadn,t
don€ it he would have been Droba-
bly lynched."

Amid what the legislation de-
scrib$ as "watime hysteria',.alte!
t}le Japanese bohbina of Pearl
Harbor, Roosevell ordered JaDa-
nese-Americens to be moved a;av
from areas near thi,s counhvt
Weslern shores. Roosevelt h;d
milita.y intelligence that indicat-
ed-falsely, it was later leamed-
that Japan had numeno$ agents
among this countryh Japanese-
Amelican populatioD.

FamiUes often wer€ uDlooled
wit}l almost no notice, ReD.-R6bdt

T. Matsui (D-Saffamen
inlant when his parents
reared in Sacram€nto, r
?2 houts to DleDare to I
llke cattle" t6 dmDs. Th
their home and pniiuce I"In l9{2, their lives
futures werc shattere(
rccalled €motionelly. I
and "specter of disloyaltl
them so, Matsui said.
Iather was not able to
thb subject for !() yea*."
. Ironically, many J

Ameltcans were wea
countly's unilorm iDto bi"relatives waited for the
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T. Matiui (D-Sacramento) var an
infant when his palents, born and
reared ln Sacmmento, were 8iv€n
72 hous to prepare to be "herded
like cattle" to campa. they gave up
their home endlroduce business."In 1942, their live3 and their
futures wele shattered," Matsui
recalled emotlonally. The shame
and "specte! ot disloyalty" haunted
them so, Matsui Eatd, that "my
fathe! waa not able to talk about
thft subject for rO yeais."

Ironically, many Japane8e-
Americans were wearing thi8
coultn/B uniform inio batue while"lelatives waited lor them at home

behind barbed wire," Rep. David E.
Bonior tD-MiclL) noted The bill
war enroll€d es Houae R€rolution
442 in honor ol the JallaD€ae-
American 442nd Army Regimental
Combat Teem. Among the r€gi-
ment's heavily decorated memberg
waa now-Sen, Danlel L lnouye
(D-Havaii), who during the wer
lo€t hfu right arm and hi5 &eams of
becoming a sulgeon.

A numbei of lorm€r intemees
have liled legel claim! Ior repera-
tion, including a claas-action suit
cunently pending before a f€deral
apDeal$ courl, Accordrng to the bill,
atlyone accepting the i20,000 pay-
ment would forfelt any other mon-
etery claims sgainst the govern-
ment.

In 1948, the govemment estab-

lfuhed a procedue under which
interne$ could file cleilns for p!op-
erty lost becaole of the lelocation.

However, or y $38 million was
paid in comperuation, A presiden-
tlal comtrIilsion in 198i] €ptimated
tha! this amount failed to cover
between tl08 millioD ard tl64
million in lost income and between
941 miUion and $206 mlllion in lost
Foperty. Inflated to 1983 dollals,
thffe lo8ses would reach between
$810d lion and tZ billion.

Another provlsion ol the bill
would req'lile the Jwtice D€part-
ment, to review criminal convic-
tioD3 of Japan$e:Americanr who
lefused to accept what they saw as
dkcriminatofy treatnent and to
iecommend them for p!$id€ntial
pardons whereiustllied.


