
Compensation to Internees
Could Rekindle Prej udices
. By NORMAN D. SHUMWAY

Speaking out agaiDst legislation to com-
peruate surviving Japanese-Amerlcang
who were |rtemed dudng World War II is
nor a popular thing to do. And if, like me,
tou are a member of Congress who is well
known Ior your love of Japan, its people,
its cultue and even its laruuage, opposi-
tion to i]le m€alure will raise more tlan a
Iew eyebrows among your many Japanese
friends.

Nonethele&g, I view the measure aB an
iaappropriate and ineffecttve r€sponse to
a situation that is hiSbly suffused with_emolion, rather ftan r€ason. It vould
establish a dangerous pr€cedent in assess-
ing the actions oI the past by standarals'of 

t]le present, Perhaps worst of all, the
messure tireateN to reviv€ anti-Japanese
sentiment.
- The comoensation issue confronts us
with a series of civil-rights vlolations t]|at
ocqrrred in tbis counhy after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor in December, 1941.

.More than 120,000 people oI Jepanese
ancestry were sent to inte ment camps.'Recent decades in our nalion have b€en
witness to a renaissance of thinking te-
gading civil righk, I do not believe that
'w€ can apply luch newly refined thinking
.lo prior acuon! vis-a-vis the Japanese'
am€rican intemment proSram, any more
-than we can, or should, consider compen-
satihg pre-Mimncla atrestees for falling to
-read ltlem ther riahts, or schoolchildren
who wer€ victlms ol "separate but equal"
Dolicies befora Bmwr vs. Bosrd of Educa-
iion. It is inherently dangerouB to estsblish
a preced€nt in the law t}rat makes yester-
day accountable by today's standar&.
Assuming tlat we, as a nation, will contin-
ue to impmve and .e{ine our social valu$,
such a precedent will invariably convict
the actlons of the Past,

Another faolt manifest id the bill is the
arbitrary nature of the amount to be
awarded to former interne€s as compensa-
tion. $/hy $20,000? there is no logic, no
rea8on, no relauoNhip to id€ntifiable cri-
teria. Such a provision defi$ fair play by
awardrng the same amounl to everyone.
Some went to campd as infanhr some were
bom there and perhaF spent only days
b€hind fenc$. Others gavc up home3 and
businesses that th€y had spent year8
buildin8. Flrrthermore, the bill provides
compemation only !o tho!€ interned who
are still allvq there is no t$tamentary
natu€ to tlre compensation, That limitation
seems to indicate l}lat the purp$e of the
bill h to enrich the llves of some, rather
than lo meke amenab to all.

If Iaime$ F a factor, then, by all m€ans
be tair. D€vise a fonnula reflective of th€
degree of deprivation experienced, ?here
are recor& that can be used to identlfy

interne€s v,ho are to be compengated, A
s,impl€ administrative claims procedue
could be devised, refleciing a8p ancl length
of stay and commensulate compenaa'tion,

The division of money for compe Batron
and education is also flawed; tl.2i biuion
would go to inlernment suwivoft ald the
remaininc amounl-$50 mrllion- would be
used to dtablish an educalonal t rust fund'
If we are cornmitted to acknowl.€dr tng and
learning fmm mistakes of th,e pr6 ! wbil.
pledging to prevent recurrer'cer, tl'..,
fund should represenl t}|e lion 38ha ''

Perhaps my Sreale3i concern b r 4-
enactmentof t}lisbill would b(' de'r",; ..
to JaDanese-Americans. With Worl- ar
II beliind us, Amerjcans oI Japar les€ ar r.:es -
try have disdnguished th€m3elves. They
are good citiz€ns, hard wo i(ers, loJal
palriots, responsible providem l f€ar that
thisbillwould spawn a new and de.plorable
wave oI anti-Japanese bias, patucularly
anong velerans'Sroups who fouSht in the
Pacific thealer and American civiliansherc
snd abroad who suffer€d grievous lcxE€&
Those people are not being offered 120,000
for their privations.

What we have b€fore us is a bad bill. It
nas bom of highly charg€d emotionalisn,
it has no rational focus, it applies unrealh-
lic standards, it is counterproductive and,
in tlrpical congr€ssional fashion, it seeks
to solve problems by throwing money at
them. If we are serious about acknowledg-
ing a governmental wron8, Iet us do so with
laim€ss, €ffectiveness and, above all, the
di8rity tllgt such a situation and its victims
desefle. Lel us acknowledge the wrong
by providing evrdence t}|at we vrill never
allow it to recur. Let us establish an ap-

. propriate educational fund, not make just
a token gesture. Let us perhaps erect a
suilably inspiring monument, gving notice
to the world that our commitment is real
and our apology profound.

But, pleas€, let us hot establkh a pre-
cedent that will lock us into schemes o[
monetary compensation for every individ-
ual evel harmed, inadve.ten y or other-
wi,se, due to ignorance or even wadirne
hysteria. And let us not contribute furlh€r
to the indignlti$ tbat the8e Japan€3e-
.Amencans hav€ suJfercd by claiming that
a check for $20,000 can €rase four yeaN,
or four mont}ls, or even four hours of
sacrlfice. llost of all, Iet us not take any
steps to tenew tlle anti-Japanese prejudice
that, mercifully, is lalgely behrnd w.

We cannot undo the past. We can only
acknowledSe it, leam fiom it and gro\t,

Nonnin D. shlmkta! (n), uho repre-
sea's the Stocktott cnd Aibutfl area8 in
Congrest, &as a Mormon mbs1lrury uho
,w based, in Japan trorn 1954 thro 4h 1958.
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