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Reagan Sa,gs He Supports Redress
WASUINGTON - Pre€ident

Reraan hss, for the first time,
confirmed in writing that he
supporb the redress leSlslation
q,hich f ill be s€nt to ihe Whit€
House shortly.

Becsus€ ol quotd attributed
t! White House stsff members
&nd anonymow sources, ReaSsn
has been thouEht almct certain
to sign the bill. However, the
President himself had never is-
sued s public statement on the

The letter, detad Aug. t and
sddres€€d to House Speaker Jim
Wrisht (D-Texas), reeds as
follow3:"We welcome th€ action of
the House-Senate conference on
H.R442, r bill to provide com-
D€mation for Americans of Japa-
;ese descenc inierned in the
Unit€d StEtcs durinsthe Second
World War."The bill report€d from the
conlerence and passed by the
Senate on July 2? is subtantial-
ly improved over iheversionsof
ihe bill previously considered.''We 3re Darticul arly pleased
that the bill Drovides for a meas'
ured disbursehent of the
amounts suthorized fot the trust
fund end ensur€! that accePt-
ance ol compensalion unde. the
legislation fu lly satisfies claims
acainstthe United St3tes b8€ed
o; the unique circumltances of
tie int€rnment."The enactment of Il.R 442
will clce s sad chapter in Amer-
icsn bktory in e way that re-
stf irms America's commitment
to the preservltion ol liberty
and justice for all."l urce th€ House of Repre'
s€nEtivis to act swiftlv and
favorably on the bill."

The letter was siened by the
Preident."This is it." ssid Rep. Robert
Mshui (D-Celif.). "This b whst
we'\€ work€d lor more than a

"Our Prcsident has told Con-
sress thet he will ensure jwtice
is a€rved in this s€nsitive matter
th3t has affected the live3 of
120,000 Anericane. The Presi-
dent d$€rv€s a lalute. Inlime,
today's letter will become a very
historic document."

An aide to Matsui said the
House is scheduled to vote on
the conlerenc€ committee ver-
sion of the bill on Wedn$day.
The Senate approved the final
bill last month.

Rep. Norman Mineta (D'
Calit) said Tu$day thath€ was
delishted with Reegan's lett€r'
"It is difficult to adequatelv
exprus the happinessandsatis-
factionl feel alth€ culmination
of so many years of hard work,
struagle and hope."This slorious vict ry is the
rcsultofthe dreams and strug_
gles of thousands ofpeoplecon-
cerned aboutjusbice. Now, final-
ly, we csn say personal justice

"For the small group of Amer-
icans whose abridsed rishts will
be redressed thmugh this lesis'
lation, this is a very Proud and
emotional moment. But it should
also be a Droud moment for all
Arnericens, Ior H.R. 442 touches
the very core of what ii means
to be a Unit€d States citizen.

"Inthis, the bicent€nnial Year
ol the United States Co$titu-
tion,ourhist ric l00th Consress
end our chief executive Ivill
shortly reaffirm the most vitai
rights and fre€doms glarsnt€ed

in our national charter. I know
oI no bett€r wsy to celebrat€ the
b€auty and sirength ofour living
Constitution thsn enactment of
H.R.442."

Grsyce Uyeh{ra, executive
dir€ctor of the JACL L€stulati\€
Education Committe€ (LEC),
s&id, "Wete made our'impo8s!
bl€ dream' com€ true. The nr-
tionwide gra8sroob lobbyina by
people who believe in their in-
alienable risht to petition th€
governm€nt for *dt€sB h&s ac-
complisl€d the difficult tssk."We salut€ all who believed
and acted on fsith that in a
democ.acy, the affirmation of
libefiy and jwtice come8 from
the people. We salute Prerident
neagan. We knew a President
whose primary message io the
world was his belief in 'free
p€opl€€ everywhere would come
throu.ch."

ln 
-San 

Francilco, TEuyako"Sox" Ktasbima of National
Coalition for Redress/R€psra-
tions(NCRR) r3n through Japen-
town holding a copy oI the letter
and lhoutins, "Lok what I set!
He's soing to sisn it!"

The aeactions she got were"smileg Jrom €er to ear," she

iI got weak when I h€ard. My
h€art strrted pumping,"she said
,.s she dedcribed her i n ilial reac-
tion to th€ news. "llhis is a lons:
await€d victory, a tremendous
victory lor the Japenese Ameri-
can community, tnd I am eiat€d."I hrve be€n wsiting nearly a
decade, but alwayd knew the
President would have the s€nsi-
tivity to sign it. It means th€
rest ration of our dig'I|ity, of
justice and equality lor ell Japa-


