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Redress Bill Comes Out of Conference Committee

Bv ROBERT TOK UNAC A relocarion and inLernment peri'  
nokubei lMainichi  od, and who are l ;v ins on the

daY the bi l l  is enacted'
TheHouse-Senaleconference inaddit ion cl ig ibleindividu-

*'ir ir;tl-e" *ai""" tit t i" f in allv alsincludeU S cilizensorlesal
i""av t t" voied on bv both res id€n ts ol Japanese an'estrv
hdr.;s of consress. who left ihe west Coasl"'volun--itre 

Uitl -aiapproued bv Ihe tarilv priorlothe massevaoua
*"iiliitt"""" r'i&a"v, "c;ord (ionand iniernment in 1942
iii iii ci'iv* fuv"t'i;;, "-"",- rr an erigibre person dies be'
il':" li*ii6i"r ii..t LcL Lesis. rore paymeni. can be made the
iati"e iliucalion committei moniv wilIsol.othe individual s

Thebi l l  maybevo[edonnext "survivingspoiseolone-v€ar '

wcek. ItisexDecl,ed toDass both accordlnS Lo seclron lurlar or
r,""iij"-ii-c"lig""* *i Lhen be thP bill. lf there is no such
i"nit it'" wFitu Ho*". surv iv ingspouse. then pavmen[

The bi l l  faces an uncerLain inequalshareswrl lbegrvenLo
receolion there; PresidentRea- allchildrenlivinsatthetimeof
can has not made anv official pavment
itarements as to whether hc The definition ot survivins
; i l l  s isn lhe lesislal ion. chi ldren includes: a natural

BoiL--a;or p"re";aentiat can- child whos€.paternitv has been
didares Malsachuselrs Gov recognrzed bv l.he parent or ov
Mic hael D,- |  kakis ' "d vice Presi  acourl :astepchi ldwhol ivedin
denr GeorFe Bush - have al- Lhe hous€hold or rhe e grore
iJ"iv"i-Ei'ii"""pp"'r orthe individualior an adopted child
il;;;bi']. lr there is no such survivins

jl 
am delishted at the asree- spouse or.child then pavment

."ni.iria i'"p.1'l*-un Mine- in equal-shares will be siven to
t"ib-SanJosefoltheconference parentslivingonthedateof the
bi l l .  H.R.442, t i t led "The Civi l  pavmenL
ii sini"" e"t of rgaf." lfthere is no surv iv ins spouse'

''The majorpointlofthe legis child or parent.lhen the monev
l, t io" .em;in 'whole and i tno wi l l  remain in a l rusr fund set
wayweakened. heemphasized up to make pavments to lo'mer

Provisions of the act include: Internees.
The bill authorizes consress

ro appropriate a total of $r'25
brl l ion to the trusi  fund ov€r a
ten-year period. The.e i3,  how-

I ever,  an approPrrat lon l rmrt ol

9500 millionforany fiscatYear.

lnelisibl€ Persong

lnelieiible for payments are
those individuals who. du ns
the period from Dec. ?, l94r to
SeDt.2, 1945, relocated to a
country at war with the U S.
- in other words, Japan.

There are thr€e waysthe bill
can beenacted: when the Presi-
dent sicns the bill; when Con-
s.€ss overr ides a president ial
;etoi or {,hen ihe Presid€.r-lt
nei th€rsisns nor v€toes the bi l l '
in which case it becomes lary
ten days eftQr Congress vot€d
on it.

The bill instructs the Attlrney
General to "use available funds
and resourc€s to complete th€
identification and locahion" ol
el is ibl€ individuals wi ihin 12
m;ths after the enactment of
the bill.

An elisible individuat can still
receivepaymentsev€n if he/she
is located after th€ l2-month
period

Pavments ere io be made-ln
ordd of date of birth (with ihe
dldest individual on the dat€ of
the enactment . . receiving full
oavmentlirst), uniil all eligible
in;ivduals have received PaY-
rnent in full."

Elirible individuals have 18
montisto respond tn a Dep-art-
ment of Justice leiter tellrng
them tbat a Payment check is
ready Lo be sent Th€ Pe.son
wil l  have to decide with 'n that
t i rne whetber to acc€Pt ih€

Acceptance oI the monev con-
ltitutes a final settlement of all
c laimsaaainstthe U.S govern-
mentlor th€ evacuation, reloca-
tion and internment.

If an elisible individual re-
fuses to accept the Payment,
then the payment will "remain

in the fund and no Payment
may be madeunderthissection
to such ;ndividual at anv time
alter such r€fusal," according
to section 105(4) of the bill.

The redress bill was sent to
the conference committee 04
ADrit 20 after the Senate Passed
itaversionofthe bill bv a vote of
69-2?. The House Passed its ver-
sion of the bili on SePt. 17 bY a
voi€ of 243 tn 141.

The conf€rence committ€e
was set up to iron out the minor
differences between the two
bills. There were five members
(three Democrats and two Re-
publicans)each from the Hous€
and Senat€."There isstill the final Phase
of th€ bill -lundins," cautioned
Uyehara, money must still be
aDDroDriaied on a Yearly basis
ttriough ttre uudget and appro-
Drrauon Dmc€6ses." 

sh€ added that "Thoush no
bill is perfect. . . Potitics is the
art of the possibl€ and com-
Dromise, and with the average
;Ee of the victims at 65, w€
c;nnot wait any longer."

alhe Jirst instalLnent ol e
chronolosv oJ the red.ress mo'e-
ment o.ppears on the third page
oJ toddv's Hokubei Mainichi

- An acknowledsement that
the lvartime internmentolJaPa_
nese Anericans was unjust;

- An apoloEy from the sov-
e.nment on behalf of the Ameri-

- A one-time Plyment oI
{j90,000 t each elieiible former
internee of Japanese anc€strY;-

-  A onet ime pavm€nt oI
$12,000 lo Alaskan Aleuls-who
were relocatetl during world
W ar Il-,

-The establ ishmentof a Pub-
lic education fund t! finan-ce
efforti co inform the Publ'c
about the internment to Prevent
the recurrence of anY sim' lar
event,

The bill is intended to nake
more credible and sincere anY
declsiation of concern bY the
U-Sr oler violations ot human
righr- committed bY oiher na_

Most of th€ provisions of the
biil were based on the findinss
and recommendations of the
Commission on \lartim€ Belo_
cation and Inte.rment of Civil-
ians, which was c.eated bY co'-
cress in the early 1980s

-+----..{i..{it$---

\e s2o,ood one-lime PaY-
nenlTn'each elisible Persn
will be siwnoutover a ten-Y€ar

Je&od.'Those 
eJisibie {or hhe PaY-

'.!!entE rre formerinternees w ho
ttEi€ ISsl. citizens or r$ident
alisrs d,iiiinc rh. .er.xrtion.


