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Bittersweet forJapanese in L.A.
Reparation would
never be enough'
for victims of war
By Timothy C5.l3on
Herald Examiner slalt writer

John Sai lo.  who was in the
erghth grade when his iamilY
Crthercd undcr thc t ' i rst  Slrcel
l l . idqe in Los Angeles 10 begrn
the journe! '  to a JaPancsc_
Ame.ican inlernment camp in
Arizo a, saiil lhc reParation
money voted for by the U.S.
Senate yesterday "wourcl nevcr

saito. regional director of the
Japanese American Cit izens
League, which pushed for the
bill. said "there was such a
stiEma attached to being lrom
thd camps that it took nearly 40
years before we had the courage
lo speak. What we went tbrough
as a community was like being

Saito and s€veral other inter_
nees, eligible to r€ceive $20,000
aniece as rcDaration ifPr€sident
Iieagan signs thc $1.2 billion
bill. spoke at a press conlerence
at thc Japanese-American Com'
munity Center in Little Tokyo
yesterday.

' 'We are hoo€ful  that the
pr€srdent wi l l  s ign this- bi l l , '
said Kathy Masaoka. co_cnarr or
the Nalional Coalilion for Re-
dress and Reparations "The

vote for the bill in the House last
fd) (243-141, is close to being
enough to override a veto and
we believe we could get the

Dorolhy Shundo clutched tho
s ima cn i t . ^qo  nr tn  sh ich  she

had hurriedlY Packed all her
belongings 4ti y€ars ago Lo re'
port lor processing in the camPs.
Her family had been Yanked
from their 20 acre farm in \ryest
covina .,ust after she graduat€d
from hiqh school and she spenl
the neit few years amid the
mosquitoes and cold winlers rn

"The worst for nre as thal
falher was senl to Arrzona ancr

Dorothy Shundo shows suitcase she used to pack belongings

one sisler was senl to Colorado
lnd mv brothers and I wete sent
e lse* l iere. '  sa id Shundo we
did not get a chance to say
Soodble.

She said th is  aPparent  vrctorY
was bittersweet.

''I feel mixed emotions thts
day," she said. 'I feel sadness
that so many have Passed on and



Japanese
won t  l ive to celcbralo this l indi ,

Tim Nabara. who served rD
U.S. Army intel l igence as a trans,
lator an World War II alter
serving time in an ini.ernment
camp, said he \ras not upset that
the r€al dollar losses to the
survivors were not awa.ded."Many lost property that was

later compensated at 10 cents on
the dollar and many more got
nothing. he said. I ts ha.d 1o
placc a monetary value on al l  that
was lost.  This award is morc
slmbolic. For me. the apology ol
the governmeDt is cnough for me.
But if I do get the money, I rlill
put it irl a trust lund for my
grandchi ld 's educat ion. '

In 1983, the Congressional
Committee on Wartime Relocs-
tion and tnternment estimated
the actual losses of the 110,000
Japanese and Japanese.Ameri-

cans who were incarcerated dur
ing the war $ere 92.5 bi l l ion lo
$6.2 bi l l ion. Of those I10.000. i t  is
estimated thai 56.000 aro still
a l ive tr tore than halfst i l l  l ive in
the Southern Cal i lornia area, said
Sai1o.' ' I t  s a l i t t le lale.  said Beverly
Narumi. whos€ parents lost th€ir
do$ntorvn restaurant when they
\Yere huiriedly senl to a camp in
Cila, Ariz., in 1942- "My parents
have both died. Th€y both suf-
fered and should have had some
help."

Narumi $as tending her Li
Tokyo ei f t  shop with husb
Gaorge yester.lay. lIc spcnl
war in a school in, I . rpan. se
raled from his father.  1^ho
been sent to a camp in the t in i
Slates.

Said Beverly Narumi.  I
the bi l l  wi l l  be signi l icant bcca
it is a sign this will never hapl
again. Now people are m
adamant, We accepted what
gove.nment told us. Now
children $ould ffght it."


