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G R A N A D A H I L L S * A S a n
Femando Valley schoolteacher is
embrciled in a federal case that
could pave the way for at least 900
Japanese-Amedcans to receive
compensation because.their fami-
lies werc forced to leave tleir homes
or f_ace intemment dudng World
War .

Linda Kalrabe Consolo, 52,
believes that her family members
were robbed of tleir liberty when
they - like hundreds of other

Japanese-Ame.icans on the West
Coast - left theirIjsArgeles home
and moved to another part of the
country rather than go to a reloca-
tion camp.

Although Consolo and her family
never were intemed, and she was
bom afte. he. parents relocated to
Utah, she is arguing tiat she is eli-
gible for redress pa].ments because
they were "deprived of liberty" as
U.S. citizens based only on tleir

"It's a matter of principlq" said
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Consolo, as she discussed the case
from her Granada Hills home.

"Mv oarents followed the rules.
They iefi and did what the American
sovemment told tlem to do. TheY
ieft eve4thing behind," sbe said.
"People the same age as me werc
eiven reshtution and I wasn't. My
iafmts were taken off the West
Coast just tle same."

Consolo's case, which centen on
those Japanes+Amencans bom to
wartlme evacuees, trcads rn a gxaY
arca of the civil Liberties Act of
1988 and mises questions about the
legal definitioD of eligibility under
that act.

The act authorized a total of$ L2
billion for redress payments of
$20,000 each, but was gearcd
toward the 60,000 Japanese-
Amencans who had been intemed
between Dec.7, 1941, andJune 30,
l946,andstilwerdlivingatt}tetime
the act took effect.

Yet, the act further garlts e1i+
bilit] to a person of Japanese
ancestry who was a U.S. cjtjzen or
permanent resident aljen during
World War II and who was 'con-

fined, held in custody, relocated or
otherwise deprived of liberty or
prcperty" as a r€sirlt ofa govemment
action motivated solely on the basis
oftheir ancestry.

Consolo filed her lawsuit against
th€ govemment in 1993 in wash-
ington, D.C.;and the court ruled in
her favor in June I 994.

The govemment appealed that
decision,sendingthecase to theU.S.
Court of Appeals for the Federal
Circuit in Washineton, D.C., where
a decision is expected to be rendercd
in the coming months.

Attomey Dean Grayson, who is
reprcsenting the Department ol
Justice in this case, said there arc
seven similar legal cases waiting for
the outcome of the Consolo case.

"The issue in all of these cases is
the same . The issue is whether ol not
these individuals were othefivis€
deprived of liberty. Under the stat-
utory language, tle govemment
does trot deny that these people werc
adversely aJTected. But the issue is,

.Iather, whether the.y are eDtitled to
compensation punuant to the staF
utd," Grayson said.

Abcording to the larvsuit,
Consolo's famiiyleft its LosAngeles
home in March 1942 undefthreat of
Executivd.. order 9066, which
excluded paople of Japanese ances-
try from liviog o$ the wesL Coast
and. made it a crime for them to
rcmain ilt or coml$it any actpithin
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|solo's quality of life during
mily's exile was "extraordi-
diificult. bordering at times
rperation, as a result of tbe
I sovernment's policy of
exclusion," the lawsuit says.
I restrictions were lifted in
and Consolo, theD 2 years old,
o los Ansel$with hcr family-
ConsolocoDtends that he' life

was adveNely affectcd bccause of
the impact the move had on hcr
parents, particularly her father, who
at onc point had to herd cattle to
support his family."My fatherwas a youngpl?cticing
doclor with two officcs bcfore they
left Califomia and my mother said
that when he came back, he was a
brokcn man," CoDsolo said.

Tlre govemment did give
Consolo's mother the $20,000
redress payment aDd the standard
letter of apology. Consolo's father
died in I 9 80, before he could receive
his red(ess payment, she said.

If Consolo prevails now, that
could mean the governmcnt nay
havetoopen itspocketbookand pay
the hundreds of other clains lor
redress that wefe filed by Japanese-

klows about claims that are filed
and there are over 900 claims lhat
havc been filed that allege the cir-
cumstances likc Ms. Consolot,"
Grayson said.

Gerald Sato. Consolo's allomey,
said his clieDt clearly qualifics for

"(Consolo) was deprived of lib-
erty because of Japanese national
origin. Thisdoesnol mean youhave
to be inlemed. In being cxcluded,
theywereprchibited from returning
to theirhome - they were denied of
their liberty," Sato said.

Sato said that although most
Japanese-Americans alive durirg
wartime already are eligible because
they had been interned, hebelieves
hundreds c'f others will qualify ilhe

"I hope thaio r case can scrve as
pr€cedena for these other cases and
resolve the point that deprivation of
iiberty means exactly that," Sato
sdid.

''The most importantpoilt isthat
wewaDtthiscaseoutthcre. Wewant
a correct understanding of what
happened to people-" he said.

Should Consolo lose at the appeal
stage, she could ask the U.S.
Supreme Court to hcar it, but that
court has no obligation to do so."Il seems like it's been going on
forcver," she said. "l hopethat thosc
that deserve it dorcceive it.lwould
tell other people who may be in a
similar position to just hang iD
therc," Consolo said.

For now, she remains pensive
about the issue, as she sits in her
living room against the backdrop of
miniatur€ American flags and the
red, white and blue dccorations that
have lingered from the Memorial
Day holiday a decorating tradi-
tion she says she hascalriedoul lbr

"I have no other hoine except
America. This is my home. This is all
I know," she said:

in similar

"The imDact ofthis case will affect
pote[tinlly 900 or more claiii tliat
have simiiar facts. The goyBIlmetrt


