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Justice For All Or For Some?
By John Ota

When Art Shibayaina was
young, he looted forward !o
growing up, Soing !o college and
eventualy taking over $e family
busmess, a busrling shin faclory_
UnfonunaEly, like many orhers
ofJapanes€ ancesEy, his youlhful
dreams were i rrer ievably
sha(ered when he was inlemed
during World War I.

Bur unlike o$er inlemees, An
has received neither a governrnenr
apology nor IEnial compensalion
'n accord will) rle civil Lib€nies
Acr of 1988, $e Japanes€ Ameri-
c.n redre$ biu. Redred now and
ljving in San Jose with his wife
and son, he is not sure if he ev€r

Why? Because officials ir
Washington, D.C. are denying
.edress to him and a large major-
ity of orhers like him who were
broughr here lrom Peru for in-

A Nightmare

In March 1944, An rras 13 and
Iived in Lima, Peru when he was
caught up in a bewildering and
ntghtTarish swirl of evenb. He
and his family wcre rounded up
and forcibly senr, along wirh
1,800 orher Japanese Peruvians,
to this country, His family was
trars?oned on the American amy
ship, U.S.S- Cuba. and guarded
by armed U.S. tErsonnel.

The ship docked al Ne* Or-
leans where $€ Peruvians were
l,ken !o a building and prcessed
like a herd of animals. M€n,
womcn al|d children were forced
to strip nated and !hen, in fronl
of the ofiers, werc sprayed wirh
what hey thint was DDT or dis-
infeclart. Afte. fiat, lhe group
was whisked direcrly ro a De-
partrnent of Justice inlemment
camp in Crystal City. T€xas,
where rJle Shibayamas spent fte
next two and a half years behind
barbed wire a'ld und€r armed
gu,Id

In a calculared move, lhe U.S.
Slate Departm€nr had odercd lhe
American consulate in Peru ro!
10 issue visas to de Japanes€ Pe-
ruvians and U.S. oificials conlis-
catcd Lheir psss?otu, according ro
the 1983 repon Personal Jusrice
D€nied" of lhe U.S. Commission
on Waltime Relocadon and In-
telnmenr of Civilians. By rhese
actions, U.S. officials lnowingly
ensured rha! the enfy of $e cap-
live Peruvians would violate
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hos|ages- lo !"ade for lhousands
of American prisoneE oi war cap-
tured by Japar in Asia.'They wanted us for somerhing
ro trade wirh,' explains Art.
HundreG of Japarcse Peruvians,
mcluding An's grandparenb, wer€
in fact seot lo Japan durirg lhe
'rar as pan of such exchanles.
The Unit€d S|a|es also mun;ed
up and !"aded to Jap6n hundreds of
olher Laain Americans of
Japanese anc€stry, but dle largest
group by far came from Peru,
wh€re Uere was a hisrory of anri-
Japanese agiiarion.

U.S. officials apparendy hoped
that use of for€ign-born, rarher
$an Am€rican-bom, persons in
the prisoner of war exchanges
would enbil fewer legal compli-
calons and sticky moral and con-
slitutionai quesriotls.

Once $e war was over, the
prisoner exchanges eoded. No
longer of use to $e Uoited
Slales, the remaining Japanese
Peruvians abrupdy became unde-
sirables. Officials de.lared rhe
Shibayamas and orher Peruvians
to be illegal aliens and ordered
them deport€d. Howeyer, Peru
would nor accefl $em bact.
_ Most were deponed !o Japan,

lne only counlry ftat would
accept them. Several hundred
othcrs r€sisEd deporlalion lo that
war-devaslared counry and
eveotually wotl rhe right to
remain iD rhc Unired Shlcs.

Lost Educatioa

7 &ys a week, on roraring shifrs.
Ai the oldest son and with a

pfeSnant moDer, An went to
wo.k to help sopporr lhe family
of eighl insrcad of going ro
school. He was 16 years old ard
spoke no English. When lhe fam-
ily moved to Chicago in 1949,
ne gol s walehous€ job and con-
linu€d !o help sLrppon fte family.
The dream of going ro college
grew dnnmer and dimmer and
evenlually faded out altogerher,

Asked how the inlemmenr
most affected hin, Afl, wilhour
hesitadon, poinls !o his educa-
rion being cur shon by rhe ordeal
he and his family were pur
lnmugh. A good education, esD€-
cially colleg€, so highly valued
by both Japanese Peruvians and
Japanes€ Americans, was not a
small sacrifice. "I losr my
schooling, he says quiedy.
$inkina back. "I dont hav€ a
good f€€ling about thal"

Immigralion Runarounil

After winring rhe right ta, re-
nain here, An made several at-
lcmpts to cleal up his immigra-
tion slatus and later. !o work !o-
ward citizenship. Berween 1950
and 1952, he wenr !o rhe Immi-
gralion and Naturalizalion Sewico
several tines for advice. But he
only gotde lurla ound-" 'They
xDew rnat tnc Sovernmenl
brought us here. bur rhei didnl
know what lo do wirh us,' he



mSh!es. broughi us here, but th.i didnl
know \t/hat ro do with us," he
says.

The confusion oo his immigm-
tioo status did not Prevcnl him
from being drafted. wbile seninS
in fie kmy during the Korean
War, his wa@nl officer tied un'
successfully to help him 8et citi'
zenship. The govemment, Iow'
eYer, mainlained lhal he had ille'
gally entered $e country and
$crcfore did not qualify for citi'
zcnship.

He wen! back lo the INS in
1956. and this dme thcy adviscd
him !o go !o Canrda and rc-cnrcI
thc counry as a me3ns oi csl:rb-
l i !h ing . r  legal  cn l r )  Lnlo Lhc
UnilcJ Sl,!tcr. l{c ilnd othcrs rn
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acdons, U.S. offtcials lnowirgly
€nsured hr! the entry of fte caP
dvs Peruvians would violare
American immiSElon laws.

Ye3$ later, the American Civil
Libenies Unioo. looking into the
facts of tlis litde-known wanrme
episode, said the acions of the
U-S, govcrnmenl amountcd ro
'' lcgalizcd krdnapping. '

Warl ime Paens

Why did lhe U.S. govemmeot
pluck families out oi lhcir homes
6,000 miles awsy 3nd usc Prc_
cious *ammc rcsourccs lo Dnng
rhcm to u pt ison comPound in
Tcxrsl  Thc rnsscr rs Lhrr lnc
Unircd Sralcs dcspcmclY tr3nlco
l i v c  b o d i e s -  s o m e  s a Y

Lott Educolion

Finally released ftom camp in
Seplember 1946, $e Shibayamas
joined a number of o$er in-
rcrnees al Seabrook Farms in
New Jcrsey. The fanily rcmained
$ere for over two yeats while
thcy waired ro find out if $eY
could rctum lo Pcru or if thcy
would be forced to go to Japan, a
counky An and his frmily had

Scabrook Fams wrs also like
rn intcrnmcnl camp, "cxcept no
tcnccs or guards, rcmcrnbcrs Art
''\\'c livcd in blrr3cks unJ hrd
comnuni l  sho*crs. Thc +ork
{rs brckbrcaking- Packrtg
frozcn vege6blcs l2 hours a &Y.
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his family did so, as did many
olher Japanese Perulians,

Litde did he know ftal fotlow-
illg the govemmenas advice
would decadgs latlrca hto ques-
tion his €ligibility for rcdress.

2,000 Denied Redrets

In Ocrober 1990, almos! 50
. ye3rs afier the facr, $e U.S. li-
nauy be83n sending our le&rs of
apology and panial comp€nsation
to tlose whose basic rights had
b€en violaEd during lhe intem-
ment. The formal apologies and
lie paymenE have hclped fie
s€nse of shame ?nd sdema fel! bv
mary inremees for triving uecir
falsely labeled as porcnrirl spies
or saboteurs, although redrEss
came |oo la& for Gns of thou-
sands who had already passed

As did thousands of olficrs, An
and his family conracr€d the Of-
fic€ of Redrcss Adminisrarion in
Washinglon, D.C. to esrablish
eligibiliry for redress. Since
1990, close ro ?5,0m have rc-
ccived rcdress wilh Art's morhe.
among lhcm. For mo$ of those
75000, the redress program ha!
proceedcd r€mart bly smoorhty.

Or June 29, An rc.aivcd mrice
from $e Otfice of Redrcss Ad-
minisu:arion ftar he is inctigible
for redrcss- His sisrcrs Fusa and
Ros€. and his broticr Kcn have
reccived similar noticcs. Ovcr
2,000 ind;vidoals, includioq at-
mosl 30o hpancse pcruvians,
hrvc b€cn rulcd incljgiblc for rc,
drcss, according ro paul Suddcs,
adminisurror wirh rhc Officc ot
Rcdrcss Administ|Jdon.

Nlrny orsanirrLions, including
rirc Nl | ionr l  Cort i r ion tor Rc.
d r c s i / R c p r . r t i o n s ,  J r p r n c s c
Arncricm CiLizcns LLrguc, Asirn
Lrw C.rucus. and orhcrs, bclicyc

lhat the O{|ice ofRedr€ss Adnin-
istration is wrongly denying re-
dress lo many of lhese 2,0m.

The office does nol dispure $at
they were intemed, but asserb
dlat the Peruvians are ineligible
because lh€y were nor U.S. ciri-
zens or pefmanenl legal residena
ar the tim€ of fte inrertunenl
Only hose who were able ro win
pcrmanent resdenl slatus reEoulc-
tive to ft€ir wanime entry dale,
and $ose bom in rhe camps, are
eligible. Pcruvirrs rcpres€nred by
abmey Wayne Collins werc abte
ao win such rctroaclive status in
the 1950s, but no on€ knew ften
wha! |hat would mean decades
Ialer.

UnIair And Afiilrary

Unfortunarcly. A was nol
among $ose Sran@d rcrroacdve
permarcnt residenr sutus, The
govemmc mainrains rhat hedid
oor bccome a legal residc undl
he wcnt !o Canada uud re-entcrcd
$e Unitcd States. "They ctaim
we were illcgal alicns, but I have
a card tiat says 'Alien Rcgisua-
tion Card' from Cryshl Ciry. If I
have dut, how can I be an illegal
ali€n?" An asts poinredly.

Redress advocales argue !ha!
sincc the U.S, govemment wat
r€sponsible for bringing fie
Japanese Peruvians here in fie
Iirsl plac€, delibcrably admiuing
$em in violarior of immigratjon
laws and incarcemlinS $em for
years. il has no jusrificorion ro
claim that rhey wcrc hcrc illc-
gally and hcrclorc dcny thcm rc-
drcss,

Fur$cmore, lhcy argue, ir is
untun and arbiuary to dcny rc-
dress 1o somc Pcruvians, whilc
grantng rcdrcss to othcrs who,
only by chance wcrc ablc ro win
rcL.OACUve pcrmarcnt rcsdcnt sla-

Thcy say cl ig ibj l i ly should
hingc on whcrhcr or noL rhcy
wcrc rncrncd, not on | rcchnicJ

ily such as reuoactive sratus. Un-
fo.lunalely, due ro rlis r€chnical-
ily, some Peruvian families have
b€€n divided inro rlle eligible and
the in€ligible, even lhough rhe
enlire family was togerher
thmughout Ae en'tire htemmenr''we all came in rhe same boal
Why should lhey dcny one fJersor
bul anodEr qualifier?" asks Arl.

Many have hoped rhat rhe re-
dr€ss bill would finally heal $e
woun& of rhe inlemmenr and al-
low bolh lhe inleme€s 3nd rhe
counrry as a whole lo pul the
tragedy behind rh€m once and fo.
all.

However, rhe governm€nt's
contituing unwillingrcss !o re-
dress rhe delibera|e and egegious
injustices commitled agains! the
Japanese Pcruvians and olhers
during lhe intemment, thrEatens
10 laint lhe r€cord of the olher-
wise oubranding and almosr un-
precedcnled redress progmm. For,
if nor reverscd, the dcnial of rc-
dress 0o hundrcds ofJaI'airese Pe-
ruvians will add yet one more act
of gross burqucratic callousncss
!o an already shamcful hislory of

The National Coalilion for Re-
drcss/Reparations is currendy
conducdng a lettcr writing cam-
paign in suppon of thosc who
have bcer wrongly dcnid rdrcss.
For info, conract NCRR at (415)
922-1543, 19ll Bush SL, il-O,
San Flancisco, CA 94ll5.l


