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Commemorating August 10, 1988:
Civil Liberties Act is Signed
BY KATHY NISHIMOTO MASAOKA

After a decade-long grassroots campaign by the Japanese
Amer ican communi ty ,  President  Ronald Reagan f ina l ly  s igned the
Civ i l  L iber t ies Act  of  1988 (CLA) on August  10,  1988 and we
celebrated our victory. But it took another fight and a "Day of
Protest" in 1989 for Congress to appropriate the money and for
the Office of Redress Administration (ORA) to start its work. Litt le
did we realize that this would be the beginning of yet another
decade of work campaigning for those many groups of people
denied redress.

As NCRR continued to get the word out and to assist people in
fi l ing their applications for redress we met individuals who fell into
categories not covered or not included in the bil l .This meant more
lobbying and more letter writ ing for groups, such as: the minor
children of those who had returned to Japan, railroad workers and
miners, individuals born to "voluntary" evacuees and the Japanese
Latin Americans.

Though the ORA has shut its doors, NCRR continues to support
those st i l l  f ight ing thei r  cases in  the cour ts .  This  inc ludes the
Japanese Lat in Amer icans who seek redress equi ty ,  those born
outside of camp and after the cutoff date of January 20, 1945 as
well as an immigration case of Mr. Kato. Although he was here
legally, Mr. Kato was not a permanent resident. He was interned
but denied redress because his status was never corrected while
he was in camp.

To mark the s igning of  the CLA on August  10,  1988,  NCRR wi l l
be sponsoring a welcome party and fund-raiser on Saturday,August
26.This event is also a kickofffor a visit of a Japanese Cuban Nisei,
Mr. Francisco Miyasaka,who wil l be speaking about the history and
current  condi t ions of  Japanese in Cuba at  the Japanese Amer ican
National Museum on Sunday, August 27 from 2 to 4 PM. For more
information about the party, please callJudy Ota at (323) 664-6485.

More than a Gym: Bui ld ing Community
with the LT Sports Center
By CHRISTINASHIGEMURA

LittleTokyo is in the heart.This means that generic parking
lots and an unwie ldy hote l  may dominate the landscape at  the
moment, but those of us who carry the spirit of Litt le Tokyo in
ou r  hea r t s  see  the  po ten t i a l  f o r  a  p lace  where  a  mu l t i -
generat ional  communi ty ,  inc luding Nikkei  and non-Nikkei ,
could gather,learn from each other and have a great t ime,too.

The vision of Litt le Tokyo that l ies in our hearts is already
becoming reality through community programs like Tuesday
Nights at the Union Center Cafe and Nisei Weekfestivit ies. Now
we have an exciting opportunityto create a unique community
space in Litt leTokyo-the Litt leTokyo Sports Center.

The Sports  Center  wi l l  inc lude a s ix-cour t  gymnasium to
accommodate basketbal l  and vol leybal l  leagues as wel l  as
space  fo r  mar t i a l  a r t s  t ou rnamen ts .  Non -spo r t s - re la ted
community needs wil l also be fulf i l led by the Sports Center.

Koreisha Chushoku Kai  wi l l  have room to expand thei r
senior  hot  lunch and senior  exerc ise programs,  and there wi l l
be space for taiko practice and performance workshops. A
public parking facil i ty is also planned to be part of, or adjacent
to, the Sports Center.

Fo r  t he  pas t  f i ve  yea rs ,  L i t t l e  Tokyo  Se rv i ce  Cen te r
Community Development Corporation (LTSC CDC)and Sports
Center supporters have conducted surveys. made market-rate
offers on various plots of land, and raised funds for the project.
Given a large enough site, LTSC CDC also hopes to build low-
income and market rate housing units as part of the project.

The most pressing problem right now is that LTSC CDC
needs to secure land for the Sports Center.The best site which
is currently available is located on the city-owned First
Street North block, adjacent to the Union Center for the Arts
and the Japanese Amer ican Nat ional  Museum.Al though the
LA Children's Museum has claimed part of the First Street North
site. there is sti l l  plenty of room for the Sports Center.

To date, LA City Councilmember Rita Walters,whose district
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awqtds dinner to honor our friends and respected community
meinbers:

Takeshi Nakayama Lillian Nahano
Cbris Aiharei Tak Yamamoto
Garden a Vall ey J iipaneid:'eubuial lnstitute

Saturday, Oct. 2gth it thp fgrr4y9e Marriott Hotel
Dinner: $45
If you are interested in attending, please contact Kay Ochi at
(213)  413-5537.
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BY KATHY NISHIMOTO MASAOKA
On May 23, NCRR co-presented Frank Abe's f i lm, "Conscience and the

Constitution"as part of Visual Communication's Film Fest 2000. The film showed to a
full house at the David Henry Hwang Theatre. In fact, it had one of the best turnouts of
the entire film festival and won the Audience Award for Best Feature-Length Film.

Many of us know the story of the resisters, especially through NCRR member,
Frank Emi. However, this film allows more people to learn about the struggle of 85
young men who refused to be drafted out of the concentration camp at Heart Mountain,
Wyoming. lt honestlytells how they were persecuted and ostracized by the community
and the JACL even though they were willing to fight as soon as their rights as citizens
were restored and their families released.

We were fortunate to have several Fair Play Committee members in the
audience, which enthusiastically applauded them as they joined Abe in a post-film
discussion, Frank Emi,Yosh Kuromiya,Tak Hoshizaki and Mits Koshiyama from san Jose
shared their personal reasons for resisting the draft while interned at Heart Mountain,
Wyoming and thanked Abe for making the film. Koshiyama also acknowledged the
early support of the Sansei. In 1999 NCRR honored the Fair Play Committee at the Day
of Remembrance.

There were sharp comments by members of the audience about the JACL,s
refusal to apologize and to acknowledge the heroism of the resisters (JACL passed a
resolution to formally apologize to the resisters at its recent national convention). The
audience continued to talk with the filmmaker and the resisters at a reception in the
courtyard hosted by the JACL Pacific Southwest District Civil Rights Caucus and NCRR.
Abe extended his thanks to NCRRfor helping to bring people to the event and making
it a special night for the resisters.

This film was well worth the eight years it took to make. Congratulations to
Frank Abe and the resisters!

Morethan a Game,cont.
includes Li t t le Tokyo, has offered no
support of the Sports Center beyond lip
service, despite the fact that many Little
Tokyo residents are in favor of the Sports
Center.

The needs of our community cannot
be  ignored s imp ly  because a  C i ty
counci lmember fai ls to understand the
importance of having a Sports Center.
LittleTokyo may not be in Rita's heart, but
it is in the heart of every NCRR member.

For this reason, NCRR has signed onto
the campaign to build the Sports Center.
We need to make ourselves heard. lf you
live in the LA area, call Mayor Riordan and
your city council member and tell them to
make the city-owned First Street North site
available for the LittleTokyo Sports Center.
Even if you live outside of LA county, you
can help by let t ing other people know
about the Sports Center.

There  w i l l  be  a  spec ia l  event  to
publicize the Sports Center on Saturday,
October 29, at 1 1 AM. Mark your calendar,
and plan to bring your friends and family
to Little Tokyo that day.

lf you would like to be involved in

planning the October 29 event,orfor more
information on the Sports Center,  cal l
Cathleen Kuniyoshi at (21 3) 473-1687, or
emai I ckuniyoshi@fsc.ltsc.org.

NCRR Seigi Member and SAT 2000 graduotef;.
Kei Nagao, right, with sister Christina Nagao
at NiseiWeek Parade on July 30, 2000.

From late April to May 2000, a
group of teachers from Japan
who workwith the Burakumin
(outcast) population in Japan

visited NCRR and the LittleTokyo
Service Center.A reception was
hosted at the Union Center Cafe
to introduce the teachers to the

work of NCRR and share
experiences of working as and
with minority communities.

Photos by JaniceYen andWilbur Sato



Civil Rights is Emphosized with Nome Chonge
BY AYAKO HAGIHARA

It's now been nearlysix months since NCRR changed its unabbreviated
name to Nikkei for Civil Rights & Redress. But whenever we introduce
ourselvet we still feel like we have to explain-"Nikkei for Civil Rights &
Redress, formerly National Coalition for Redress/Reparations." lt's quite a
mouthful, and people wonder why we did it.

Since the founding of the National organization in 1 980, NCRR has been
an advocate and grassroots organizing group forJapanese American redress
and reparations. But at the same timq NCRR committed to support the
struggle by other individuals, groups and communities as they fought for
socialjustice and civil rights.

It is this principle of unity that NCRR sought to highlight as we enter
the new mil lennium. Whi le redress and reparat ion work is st i l l  a key
component of the organization, NCRR will also focus on the civil rights and
other support work that we have been doing for the past 20 years.

Below and on the facing page are some photos that capture the work
that NCRR has been doing this year:from co-sponsoring a panel discussion
on Okinawan ldentity and History, including a presentation by Wesley
Ueunten,supporting Korean lmmigrantWorkers Advocates and the workers
at the Elephant Snack Cafe who are seeking back overtime wages and
respect, taking part in the Women's Forum and the International Women's
Day Picket and Rally in front of the Japanese Consulate, and participating in
meetings with Congressional aides like John Walk, aide to Congressman
Xavier Becerra who introduced the Redress Equity Bill of 2000, Nikkei for
Civil Rights & Redress remains active in the community.

I nr" you qn NCRR member? Join now ond support
confinuing efforts for rcdress, civil dghts ond sociol iustice!
NCRR Membership Form
$30 One-year
$15 Students and low-

income

BYKAYOCHI
Joanne Chiedi, Deputy Executive Officer of the Civil

Rights Division at the U.S. Department of Justice and
former administrator of the Off ice of Redress
Administration (ORA), announced that at the end of July,
2000, redress checks were mailed to 29 Japanese Latin
Americans (JLA) and 24 Japanese Americans (JA).

Of the approximately 34 JLA and 44 JA cases
remaining, the majority of the cases are active and
pending payment. In some of the cases, the ORA has
been unable to reach potential recipients at the last
known address and phone number.Chiedi reported that
there are about 22 JA cases with whom they have lost
contact and have, over the past many years, many
attempts to locate these individuals.

To redress recipients Chiedi urged, " l t 's very
importantthat redress recipients cash theirchecks right
away.With only three months left in this fiscal year and
the reassignment of ORA staff,if there are any problems
with the checks, it could take longer to resolve them."

Chiedi,Tink Cooper and Lisa Johnson,longtime ORA
officials,continue to work on redress issues as they arise
although they have al l  been reassigned within the
department.

Individuals with redress questions should contact
the ORA's NEW Helpline at (202) 616-9736.
Redress Court Cases (partial list):
Caro l  H igash i  -  A t to rneys  Ju l ia  Mass  and Scot t
Yamaguchi appeared before a panel ofthreejudges at
the Federal Court of Claims in Washington D.C. on June
9 in their appeal of Higashi's redress case. Mass reported
of  the  ora l  a rgument  tha t  "One judge seemed
sympathetic, one didn't and the other judge seemed
unsure.lt's a hard case;we'll have to see what happens."
Robert Murakami - Attorney John Ota stated that in
Murakami's case,the government had filed a motion to
dismiss and argued that any lawsuit fi led after Aug 10,
1998, the ending date of the CLA, should be thrown
out. Murakamifiled his lawsuit after Aug.10 but prior
to Feb. 5,1999, another closing date of the ORA.The
court  rejected that motion. The government then
proposed to put the case on hold unt i l  the appeal
decision on Carol  Higashi 's case is announced. Ota
agreed to that, so the case is on hold at this time Ota is
with the firm of Minami, Lew &Tamaki in San Francisco.
NCRR lawsuit - Attorney Christopher Prince with the
law firm of McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen reported
that the main reports have been filed by both NCRR and
the government. NCRR contends that the government
failed in its fiduciary duty to invest redress funds before
and during the time reparations were being paid as the
CLA directed them to do. Prince stated,"We are waiting
for the oral argument to be scheduled in the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals. lt could be within one or two years."

Art Shibayama's (Attorney Karen Parker) lawsuit
and the lawsuits of plaintiffs represented by Attorney
Paul Mills (Kay Kato,JaneYano,et.al) are updated in the
Campaign for Justice section of this newsletter.

(Photos bywitbur sotoand taniceYen.) tj 
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BY JANICE HARUMIYEN
With the pre-production phaseof the 30-minutefilm,

STAND UP FOR JUSTICE coming to a close, the video
project committee held an evening reading of the script
about the life of Ralph Lazo. John Esaki, screenwriter and
director of the film, invited actors to read for an audience
composed of high school students, NCRR memberlformer
friends of Ralph,and film professionals to get reactions to
and suggestions for improvement of the script.

Ralph was a teenager who lived in the Belmont High
School district in pre-World War ll LA.The neighborhood
justwest of downtown was composed of people of Latino,
Japanese, Chinesg Pilipino, European and Jewish heritage.
Ralph's closest friends were of Japanese and Chinese
ancestry who hung out together at school and played on
the same sports teams.

When Ralph's Japanese American (JA) friends were
forced to leave school for the Manzanar concentration
camp, Ralph decided to join them. A gregarious and
upbeat teenagel Ralph took part in student government,
was a popularcheerleader,and also delivered mail to camp
inmates. After graduating from Manzanar High School in
1944he was inducted into the military. Returning to Los
Angeles, Ralph received his degree from UCLA and
became a community college student counselor.

Ra lph  never  fo rgo t  h is  JA f r iends .  He ac t ive ly
supported the redress movement, participated in the
Manzanar Pilgrimages, and spoke to students about the
JA internment. He kept in touch with his friends until his
death in 1992.NCRR recognized Ralph Lazo's contributions
to the redress movement posthumously at its 1992 Day
of Remembrance. On behalf of the Lazo family Virginia
Lazq Ralph's sister, was present.

The product ion of a f i lm about Lazo hasbeen a its month
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and others read Stand Up for Justice script.Photo by JaniceYen.M;m:;ers;fi;i;inA;ow ani-oiiers read Stand Up for Justice script.Photo by JaniceYen.
longtime dream of NCRR's and was made possiblethrough funding from
the national Civil Liberties Public Education Fund and the California Civil
Liberties Public Education Project and through the close collaboration
between V isua l  Communica t ions  (VC)  and the  NCRR Educat ion
Committee. Pre-production staffconsists of John Esaki (formerly on staff
atVC and nowwith JANM),writer and director;AmyKato (VC),producer;
and Janice Yen (NCRR), associate producer.

Extensive interviews were conducted with Ralpht friends Sue
Embrey, Bruce Kaji, Archie Miyatake, and Yoshindo Shibuya.Wilbur Sato
assisted the committee at the Manzanar Pilgrimage by accompanying
John,Amy and Janice around the former campsite. Members of the acting
troupe hereandnow, Chris Tashima, and Michael Uno contr ibuted
valuable insights at the reading.As representatives of the eventual target
age group of the film, students from Marshall High School and teenage
actor Marcus Toji were frank in their evaluation.

All were intrigued about Ralph's decision to go to camp.Did he really
just want to be with his friends? Did he somehow realize the enormous
significance of the wholesale internment of the JA community? How
did he sign up to go to camp?

The questions that arose about Ralph Lazo's teenage life made it
clear that the Lazo character needed to be more fully developed. After
additional interviews and script rewriting, STAND UP FOR JUSTICE is
scheduled for filming in the fall.The Education Committee will continue

s with the film staff.


