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REDRESS/REPARATIONS LOBBY SHOWS
THAT PEOPLE ARE MAKERS OF HISTORY

WASHINGTON D.C.- LD L probably
vote for the billl... 1711l vote for
the bill!" conservative Congressman
Charles Bennett ¢D- Florida?

assured 442Z2nd Battallon veteran
Rudy Toklwa at the end of a highly
moving and emotlonal meetlng in the
nation’s Capitol. Also present in
the meeting were 442nd veteran Bill
Kochiyama, Manzanar internee Hannah
Uneo Sheppard and Gardena Lutheran
minister Paul HNakamura.

This was a "speclal team" pulled
together speclfically for this
office wvisit from among the 120
lobbylsts, spansored by the
Mational Coalition for Redress/
Reparations (NCRRE). On July 25 to
29, 120 Japanese Americans became a
part of history In the making-
displaving lInslght, commitment and
courage in a trlp to Washington
D.C. to urge passage of landmark
legislation H.E. 442- the givil
liberties act of 1987.

At the week’s end, approxlmately
1&6 members of Congress had agreed
to co-sponsor or vote for H.R. 442
when |t comes to the floor for a
full House vote on September 17.
And 15 more were stating they
"might" support I[t. Another 15
were studying the Issue and their
offices had reguested a follow-up
call.

It was one of theose proud
moments of Japanese American
history. These 120 people had
saved up thelr hard-earned money
and vacation time for plane fare
and hotel fees to participate 1In

the delegation.
delegatlon were Nisei.
After golng through grueling

About half of the

orientation sessions, they
descended on the Capltol for a
total of 101 visits to
congressional offices. These
grass-roots lobbylsts came into

contact with congressicnal aides
that had not heard of the bill.
Stil]l other aides were well-versed
in the concentration camp
experlence and had studied the Fred
Koarematsu coram nobis case.

Through visits llke these, the
delegation understoocd that these
congressmen wWere made of flesh and
blocd and human emotions. The
strength of the teams were that
they were actual camp survivors and
many of them were able to convey
the palin that they still felt 45
vears later, very simply and
honestly.



It was this sincerity and
‘coming from the heart" that really
moved the legislators. The
presentation sometimes triggered a
painful experience af their oW,
enabl ing them to see the
Seriousness and the justness of the
redress cause.,

COne Capitol Hill veteran
reported hearing reports from
several different sources that the

delegation was extremely
knowledgeable about the issue and
very effective. Some legislators

told the team that it served as the
most well-prepared group they had
met ., It was a refreshing change
from the "professional" Iobbyists
they had so often seen.

NUTS AND BOLTS

Through the offices of
Congressman Mervyn Dvmally, an
early champion of redress, varlous
aspects of the lobby were planned.
This entalled schedulling meetings
with members of Congress, setting
up three "General Sesslions," and
pulling together a major receptlon
with key members of Congress and
Washington D.C. organlzations.

The General Sessions served many
functions. First, they were an
‘officlal" welcome to Washington
D.C. and a show of support for the
NCRR delegation by our key redress
legislators- MNorman Mineta, Baob
Matsui, Spark Matsunaga.

Secondly, it provided a forum
for them to personally address the
delegation in its entirety and to
see the physical make-up of the
Sroup: three generations, 50
percent Nisel and 442nd veterans.

They were visibly impressed by
the donor ribbons, each one bearing
the name and the spirit of a
supporter back home whao had
contributed monetarily to this
effort, These ribbons and a
beautiful NCRR banner decorated the
walls of each General Session and
receptlon. All of the Japanese
American congressmen felt it was a
very effective and Impressive
display.

Setting up the lobbying
appointments was an education.
Each appolintment reguired an
average of three to four phone
calls plus a letter of confirmation

=

with the names of the team making
the visit.
Targetted first weres the

uncommitted representatives of
Callfornia, where most of the
delegates were from. Alsc

targetted was Texas, since there
was a strong contlingent of 442nd
veterans who had their "Honorary
Citizens of Texas" papers: as well
as Ecic Saul, consultant with
National Japanese American
Historlcal Society, and Chet
Tanaka, co-author of "Go for
Broke." They provided material for
the packets that were given to
legislators.

Also contacted were the 58
members of Congress who were on a
list compiled by Norman Mineta and
Robert Matsul’s offices.

Most of the teams met before the
meetings to go over the biography
of the congressmember and to
discuss strategy. They met
afterwards to sum up and write

their reports. This analyis |is
largely based on these reports.
They had breakfasts, lunch and
dinner together and worked like a
well-oiled machine. "'We met so
much, I felt confident in every
meeting," reported Mary Ann Sakaue,
who had never lobbied or been to a
congressional office before.

Meetings were not always with
members of Congress, but with the
legislative directors and aides who
are assigned to an issue, such as
H.BE. 442, In many cases their
research and recommendations are
the key factors in positions taken
by members of Congress,



Surprisingly, some offices made

a di Sk el oin between
cosponsaorship, suppeort and a "yes'
vote, Therefore. the NCRR

delegation took the advice of the
Mikkeil leadership and embarked on a
number of "thank-you" vislits,
Those visits were very Important,
not only to express gratitude, but
to reafficrm "yes" votes, and see 1f
there were any concerns.

For example, one offlce reported
receiving a lot of negative mall,
and needed positive mall from their
constituents. Several others were
summed up as "may need to emphasize
the importance of individual
compensation as the crux of the
T [l B

A speclal thank-vyou vislt was
made to Majorlty Leader Tom Foley
who made tlme to personally meet
with members of the delegation
after that day’ s Contragate
hearing. He spoke of his continued
commi tment to see the bill pass and
sald his offlece was putting
together a "Whip Check" on the
BIlT. Like so many other
legislators, he was very responsive
to the 442nd veterans.

These meetlngs led to 15
uncommi tted members leaning towards
a "yes" wvote. Rep. Beryl Anthony
({D- Arkansas) was aware of the two
Ccamps in Arkansas, which he
conslidered "a blight on our
history" and mentioned he would
speak to Arkansas Senator Dale
Bumpers who s an S. igo¢®
ca-sSponsor. In another meeting
with an uncommitted Callifornia
Republican, an alde came in to
escort the congressman to hls next
appointment. Somehow, the door was
stuck and couldn’t be opened, thus
allowing Glen Kitayama, a member of
that team to relate a very moving
story about his grandfather, whao
was an lInternee. The congressman
was vislbly moved, and took the
time to take a group photograph.
The team came away very cptimistic
about hls support.

& speclal 442nd team of
"Honorary Texans" met Rep. Martin
Frost (D-Texas), who later stated

to 44Z2nd veteran Wally MNunetanl, "I
think I411 wote Iln favor of this
= ) [l Several Texas and Scuthern

legislators spoke of the pasitive
influence of Speaker Jim Wright.

There also was a numbher of
uncomml tted members who were very
supportlive of the lssue, but had a
deep concern about monetarcy
compensation. & couple brought up
the budget delfiiciity ar
Gramm-Rudman, but the teams quickly
brought out the fact that Senator
Rudman was a ceo-sponsor of the
Senate bill, $.1009,.

Other meetings led to a deflnite
positive response.
The Fred Korematsu team met with

Rep. Butler Derrick (D-South
Carclina? and his aide, Carl
Mclntosh, who had studlied
Korematsu’s case in law school. He
mentlioned several times," Isn‘t

this HNorm's (Mineta) bill?" (In
tact, the bill was Iintroduced by
Speaker Jim Wright¢D- Texas).’ A
few days later, they Informed the
team leader, Jenny Morozuml, that
Derrick would co-sponsor the bill.

Out of the 101 visits, eight
were totally against the bill. They
cited concerns about setting a
precedent. They also felt an
apology should be sufficient, and
that reparations would be
egulivalent to taking money away
from senlor citizens programs. One
felt that accepting reparations
would tarnish the good Iimage of
Japanese Americans and create a
hate backl ash towards A=zlian
Americans. One Asian 2merican aide
felt that individual payments would
probably be used '"to pay bills and
take trips to Japan," and were not
as lasting as a trust fund.

The most common and serious
reservation, even among those who
supported redress, was the guestion
of setting a precedent and concerns
about where the appropriatlon would
come from and how it would affect
the deficit.

NIEKKEI LEGISLATORS

The HNCRR delegation appeared to
energize the HNikkei legislators,
who in turn worked hard to
accommodate these newcomers to
Washington. Norman Mineta and
Robert Matsui provided updated
co-sponsorship lists and status of
the bill on an almost daily basis-
Caro] Stroebel from Mineta’s office
and Ed Hatcher from Matsul‘/s- gave
presentations at the corientation.



Both congressmen led a General
Session, were avallable for cffice
vislits, co-hosted and received a
mounted hand-lettered Certiflcate
of Appreciation at the receptlon.

Mineta stayed throughout the
entire final receptlon, and
aftterwards took the HMNCER San Jose
delegation to dinner-all of them
packed In his car. Matsul gave
NCER a beautifully framed
congressional Certiflcate of
Appreciation, and a mounted copy of
his Congressional Salute to HNCER,
which was put into the
Congressional Record.

They, along with Fep. Patricia
Saikl, also s=sent out a "Dear
Colleague" letter Informing other
members of Congress of our arrcival
and urging their cooperation. In a
meeting, Saikl Informed us that she
would send a "Dear Col league"
letter to the uncommitted
Fepublicans. Rep. Don  Edwards
(D-San Jeose? was conslistent In his
support maklng tlme to speak at a
General Session with Mineta, coming
to the reception and alsoc opening
up his office for wvisits.

Congressman Mervyn Dymally also
made all of his offlce’s resources
avallable to the delegatlion.
Dymally, unfortunately, was called
to a convention in  Africa and
wasn’t aple to be present
throughout the lobbying.

Senator Spark Matsunaga, who
practical ly single-handedly
gathered 76 co-sponsors for S.
1009, showed real Hawaiian
hospitality by providing
fresh-baked coockles and cold drinks
at the GCeneral Session. He s=aid
there were probably five more
coming on board bringing the total
to Bl. t The Senate commlttee
unanimously passed S. 1009 by
volce vote last week.)

The accomp!l ishments, excitement,
and reported effectiveness of the
delegatian iz only half over,
nowever. & summarlzatlon of all
the lobbying reports [s almost
completed- there are still a few

coutstanding meetlng reporcts.
Constituent visits and letters
during the August recess, while
legislators are home, are being
scheduled. Certain offices are
being targeted. Volunteers will be
making follow=- up calls to

supportive legislators who offered
to talk to specific colleagues, as
well as to sympathetic aides.

The week on the "Hill" is only
part of the contlinuous struggle of
the Japanese American communlity to
get redress and reparations,
symbollcally important inm light of
those who suffered, fought, died
and survived. However, it vividly
shows that yes, people can be the
makers of history.

by Miva Iwataki

SANSEI STUDENTS JOIN IN REDRESS
LOBBYING EFFORT

WASHINGTON- "When I entered
college, It was the redress and
reparations issue that opened my
eyes, Listening to testimonies at
the hearings and learning of the
paln and suffering our parents felt
brought out my anger at the unpaid
violations. At the same time, It
brought out my pride in being
Japanese Amercican," said Linda
Asato, a graduate student at
Columblia University In Hew York, at
the reception on the final day of
redress lobbying In the nation’s
capital.

A=zato was o©one among many
students who Jolined the delegates
who traveled to Washlngton D.C. to
lobby Congress and to network with
other voung pecople In other schools
to strengthen the Aslan Pacific
student movement.

The campuses across the United
States represented included the
followling: Southern California-
Eagle Rock Junior High School, East
Los Angeles City College,
Callfornia State University, Los
Angeles, Marbaonne High School ;
Morthern California- Berkeley High
School , San Francisco State
University, University of
California, Berkeley, Stanford
University; and East Coast- Boston
Universlity,Columbla University,
Cornel 1 University, Georgetown
University and HNew York University.

According to Norman Yen, seventh
agrader from Ezagle Eock Junior High
School, "I think we pushed those
congresspeople to vote 'yes" on
H.E. 442 and Senate Bill S. 100%9.
I had a lot of fun doling that in
Washlington D.C."



« Gary Fujimoto, a student at
California State University, Los
Angeles, and a coprdinating
comml ttee member of the California
Statewide AsiansPacific Islander
Jtudent Union (APSU), expressed his
2leasure at seelng the various
campuses represented. APSU recently
held a statewlde meeting In which
there was unanlimous support given
ta the MNCEE lobbying delegation to
Washington.

This Sansel’s famlly was
interned at Tule Lake Relocation
Center. "Just llke many famillies,
they suffered a lot of hardships.
It is very Important that Yonsel,
Sansel and Nisel continue to |obby
for the reparations bills. Fecple
with whom I had spoken with agree
that it takes a united effort by
all generations of Japanese
dmericans, driven by the HNisei to
rally for redress and monetary
reparatlons in our fight for
Jjustlice," he said.

Linda Asato alsoc was impressed
with the unlity of the
cross-generational group. "Many
times, people say, ‘If it wasn’t
for the Sansel’s efforts, redress
.nd reparations would not be
reallty today, but as we can see
from this delegation, it s HNlsei
who are the strongest flghters

here. You and our Issel
grandparents are an Iinspiratlion to
us. You are the ones who endured

the camps and are fighting today,
'she said.

"Although we were not forced
into camps, we do not view redress
and reparations as an Issue of the
past. To us, the camps are a sad
symbo | of the historic and
continuing oppression of Asians in
this country," =said Asato.

She also spoke of the anti-Asian
prejudice on American campuses.
"This reminds us that if Jjustice is
not served for the wrongs of the
past, who’s to say that simllar

actions like the concentration
camps Won’t happen again.

"Finally, like our parents and
grandparents, we accept the

~hallenge to continue the legacy of
itruggle with our community.
Redress now! Reparations now!"
contributed by the student
delegates
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RIBBONS EXPRESS COMMUNITY
SPONSORSHIP AND SUPPGRT

OF THE DELEGATION

WASHINGTOM- When the more than 120
delegates went to Washington, D.C.
on the HCRR lobbying effort between
July 25th and the 29th , they were
accompanied by the spirit of
support many pecople back home had
given to this historic event. From
across the country, hundreds of
supporters responded to the call to
glve thelr support to this
grassroots lobbying effort to
achlieve the passage of H.R. 442.

By making contributions many
people had thelr names placed on
vellow, white and lavender ribbons
which alsoc Included the camp and
assembly centers they had been In.
Others were signed in memory of
relatives who had llved through the
camp experience, While gstill
others, though not in a camp,
signed thelr names as part of the
|arger community support being

given to the redress and
reparations movement.

"Volunteers from HNCRR in
California implemented the
‘Sponsor a Delegate’ campalign with
a “Go for Broke® spirit," sald G,
Akito Maehara, Outreach Chair of
the Los Angeles chapter. He =said,
"They set up information tables at
community events, churches, and
NMikkel community centers. They
also made presentations to

communlty groups and organizations
throughout the state."

"1 was very moved by =s=eeing the
Issel come up to our tables and
glving us whatever they could
afford to help support our efforts



in Washington D.C.." =sald Kimberly
Hee of the Outreach Committee. She
continued, "What moved me most was
that people would keep coming back
and giving as much as they could,
often bringing friends wlth them."
While in Washington, D.C. the
ribbons were displayed at every
large gathering of delegates and

members of Congress. Over 600
ribbons were displayed representing
supporters from San Jose, San

Franclsco, Los Angeles, San Dlego,
Mew York, Boston, Washlngton,D.C.
and various col lege campuses.
"Whenever there was a break in the
day‘s activities people could be

seen searchlng through the rclbbons
for familiar names from the past ar
Just reading then f£o leacn the

history contained In them," said
Jim Matsuoka.

MCRRE would like to extend its
deepest appreclation to all those
volunteers whose efforts
contributed to the spiritual
upliftment which the ribbon display
brought to both the delegates and
the congresspeople. Finally, our
sincere thanks toc the hundreds of
individuals and organizations who
came forward to provide the support
which helped make this delegation a
SUCCess.

by Kathy MNishimoto Masaoka
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Washlngton Delegation

WHAT WE NEED TO DO HNOW TO ENSURE CALENDAE QF EVENTS
THE PASSAGE OF H.R. 442 DN
SEPTEMBER 17 NCRR Statewide Steering Committee
meeting: August 30, 11-1 JACCC

13 Continue letter-writing to Room 410
congress people:

-ask friends and relatives East NCRR Coordinating Commlittee
of the Fockies +to write their meeting: September 1,
congressperson. 7:30 PM JACCC Eoom 410

—thank representatives who are
cosponsoring the blll and encourage Press Conference: September T
them to vote for individual 9:00 AM JAacCCcC Z2nd Floor
compensation.
27 Phone or visit your Smithsonlan Exhibit opening:
representative’s fleld office October 3
before September 17 to exXpress your
desire to =Zee H.R. 442 pass with Fundralser Luau: Qctober 2 <{more
his/hers "yes" vote. Information to fol low)
3) Dopate to continue the redress
lobbying effort. COMMUNITY MEETING:September 13, 1-3

PM at LITTLE TOKYO TOWERS



COMMUNITY MEETING
Se %ﬁ"‘bﬁ?‘ 13 1- ' F%"*’E

-report rrom the

—tridectape p':"en
-Ipdate oo th
wh 'tt nesds

MCRE

244 So. San Pedro Street #411
Lo=s Angeles, CA 20012

(213) 8B0-3729

Bay Area NCEER
c/o 1191 Bush #1G
San Francisco, CA 24115



