NATICNAL CCTALITIC

September 1986

NCRIR_BANNER

IFCR RIEDRIZSS / RIEPARATIC

LEGISLATIVE

UrDATE

The 99th Congress is coming to a
close, Congress adjourns in October and
all legislative action on HR 442 will
eAse, Currently there are 14
co-sponsors of HR 442, We seem to be
picking up about one to two new
ponsors sach month. NCRR members
‘an help by contacting  their
congresstnan to ask for sponsorship of
tae bill of to acknowledze their support
and to thank them if they are alrsady
J3-3pONSOrs,

Although the kil may or may
not leave Dan Glickman's subcomimittee,
it is important that the procedurs called
‘mark-up” take place as soon as
possible.  This amending or adjusting
process fakes place after hearings on
the bill are concluded. Two hearings
were conducted this yaar, one on April
26th and the other on July 23rd. If the
‘mark-up” could be accomplishzd, the
il would be technically ready to leave
the mub-committee and come before the
Il Judiciary Committes of the House of
Rt caenta_tl Tes

(continued on page 2)

SUPPORT TO EHATLT

NAVAJO REMOWVATL

GCATHERS MOMENTUM
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Loz Angelss - Japansse
americans have selidly lined up to
oppose the relocation of Navajo Indians
irom ths Eif doutifain arsa of Arizona.
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cormmunity  has  registered  strong
profests at what they see are ugly
similarifies between what is happening
to the Navaje in 1986, and what
happened to 120,000 Japanese
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE CONT.

Congressman Mlineta’s office 1s
working very hard to get the "mark-up”
started. Those wishing to assist and
urce action on HR 442 should write
Congressman Dan Glickman, Chairmarn,
Subcommittee on Administrative Law
and Governmental Relations, EBE2XS1A
Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515
and/or Congressman Peter W. Rodine
It Chairman, Committee on the
judiciary, 2437 Rayburn HOE,
Washington, D.C. 20515. Both the House
and Senate redress hills will be
re-introduced in the 100th Congress.

NAVAJO REMOVAL CONTINUED

Americans in 1942,

Speaking to a large rally of over
1,600  persons at Mac Arthur Park,
sponsored by the Big Mountain Support
Groups of Los Angeles and co-sponsored
bw MCRR,  HNCER speaker Kevin
Hasegawa  attacked the media
description of the issue as a land
dispute between the Hopi and Navajo.
This iz similar to the rumcrs .and
misinformation spread by the UL
Government to aid in the removal of
loyal Japanese American  citizens.
Hazegawa laid the blame squarely on
the greed of the mining corporations
who want the minerals in the area and
who have a working partnership with
the tripal councils. The tribal councils
are now at odds with the traditional
teaders of the Hopi and Navajo, he said.

Thiz greed factor of the mining
interests, aided and abettsd by the
tribal councils and the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, was clearly outlined to the
capacity crowd that attended a film
showing of ‘Broken Rainbow” in Little
Tokyo on June &th. Put together by

NCER, with a large number of
community organizations as
Ce-sponsors, the crowd saw a moving
depiction of the desperate struggle
being waged by a people determined to
stay on their land and continue a way
of life.

Speakers at the program included
Lenora Hill from the Biz MMountain
Suppert Groups of Los Angeles, and Lou
Gerwitz, representing the legal defense
teamn from Flagstaff, Arizoma.  Also
reporting on the conditions at the
reservation was the NCRE teatn that had
just returned from the Eig Mountain
area.

The andisncs heard appeals for
help both politically and monetarily,
The response has been strong, adding to
a nafionwide oufcry against  the
relocation. While most media coverage
has distorted the basis of the crisisas a
feud between the Hopi and Navajo, the
Japanese American press and [apanese |
lanzuage TV programs have mansss2 b |
firmnly  lock in on the undeflying
sconcmic  factor, This is in all
probability due fo the tragic experience
of  land  removal and  dispersal
sperienced by the Issel and Misel
during the evacuation.

The support of the HNikkesi
community has been a morale booster
for the traditional Navajos, many who
have made unprecedsntsd journeys to
Japanese American cotnmunities to ask
for help during the commerncration of
the Day of Remembrance. Appearing in
Los Angeles and Jan Francizco, they
now know the results of the visits have
sent many lstlers fo Washington DC.
and  added meonstaty support,

The showing of "Broken Rainbow”
in Little Tokyo yielded somme $2,700 in

(continued on page 3)



NAVAJO REMOVAL CONTINUED

donaticns so  far. In addition,
Congressinan Mineta has now called for
1 meratorium and a complete review of
che actions of the government. Senator
Alan Cranston, a strong suppotier of
redress, has infroduced a bhill to
ternporarily halt all proceedings for a
twio-vear period.

The Big Mounfain Defenize Team
iz tuoyed by the support and asks all
who wish to assist to continue to write
to congresspersons and senafors  to
intervene in this issue.

BAY AREA NCRR

REPORT

San Francisco-On September 20,
13596, NCRR, JACL and NCJAR(National
Council for Japanese American Redress)
will sponsor a forum on redress at the
Christ United Prestyterian Church, 1700
Sutter Street in San Francisco. Also
attending as sponsors are the Coram
Nobis legal team that was instrumental
in the Government “vacating™ the
conviction of Fred Korematsu for failing
to report for internment at the start of
WWIl. The program is set to begin al
PM and everyone is urged to attend.

The Bay Area regional of NC RR
has teen working on several different
issues since last February's "Day of
Remembratice” program. The DOR
program was highlighted by the
appearance of the Reverend Jesse
Jackson, who has ofien expressed his
strong supert for radress. In addition,
representatives from the Big Mountain
Suppert Group participated, creating a
much deeper unterstanding of the

plight of the Navajo and Hopi people for
the audience. Other speakets drew
parallels between the current situation
facing the Indians and what we, as
Japanese Americans |, faced in 1942,
This t=d te NCRR joining with ofher
groups to help sponsor a fundraiser and
educational about the issue. The
academy-award winning il "Eroken
Rainbow: was showt.  We hope to
maintain cur ties with the Big Mcuntain
Support Group and stay with the issue.

The Bay Area has also taken up
the campaign to defsat Propesition 63,
the "English Only” initiative. We have
joined "Californians United -Committee
Against Proposition 63" a coalition of
individuals and groups against this
initiative, An  upcoming regional
meeting will be dewvoted to discussing
what we in NCRR can do to help defeat
this proposition.

For more informationl regarding
NCRR activities in the Zan Francisce Bay
area, please call Marlens Tonal at
4151436-5259,

NEW YORK UPDATE

Members of Concerned [apanese
Americans (CJA), weré among the many
Asian groups and individuals who sent
telegrams and letters seeking the
release of Choichire Tatani from the
Federal Detention Cenfer in Manhattan,
Mr. Tatani was arrested by Imimnigration
and Maturalization officials on July 7,
1956, after refurning from an academic
conference i the MNetherlands, Tatani, a
40-year old doctoral student at SUNY
was residing hers fezally for the past

(continued on page &)



NEW YORK UPDATE CONTINUED

fiine years with his wife and two sons.
According te the INS, Tatanis name
appeared on a list of persons who could
e excluded from the US. due to
‘membership or association with the
Communist Party.” HNo further details
were wiven. Vatani has denied the
allegations and could only think of his
part in anti-Vietnam demcnstrations
during the 1960' in Tokyo as a rsason
for his name being on the list. Through
widespread publicity and pressure
frotn his friends and members of the
Asian  American community of New
Tork, Tatani was subsequently released
in mid-August.

PROPOSITION 63

A CLOSER LOOK

Proponents for Proposition 63,
the "English as the cfficial language of
California”  initiative, argue  that
America s being threatened by a
bilingualism that is going fto create
conflict and &thnic separatism. This
separatism, they contend, will lead us
towrard language rivalries and sthnic
distrust. The greups behind the
initiative, led by honorary chairman 5.1
Hayakawa, claim that nothing in the
amendment would remove of reduce
anyones Constitutional rights - whether
it te in California or throughout the
United States. Nothing could be further
from the truth.

one of the effects of the passags
of Proposition 63 would be the
slimination of kilingual voting materials
and registration forms, Thiz  will

seriously cbstruct the wvoting rights of
American citizens who are not vyet
fluent in English. By passage of a law
which calls for all government materials
to be printed in English only, it reduces
access of the right to vote to bwo of the
largest-growing groups in California,
astans and Latinos It is no mers
coificidence that the focal points for the
campaigni are the states of California
and Florida, both states with large and
growing Asian and Latino populations.
Most demoegraphic studies conclude that
California may be a "minority” majority
stafe within 15 vears. In any event an
informed  electorate s crucial for
making intelligent cheoices and making
democracy work.

Propesition 63 would tnake it
more difficult for people to apply for
County, State and Federal assistance.
Many Japanese  Americans may
remember the pitiful state of many of
our Issel (especially after the warl
when they had ne understanding or
know-how of the social services and
azsistance available to them. The myth
of the Issef being "too proud” to apply
for state aid was quickly dispelled
whefl materials became available to
them in Japaness explaining where and
how o apply for them. Ei-lingual
materials made an enormous difference
in the guality of life for many Mikkei

Froposition ©3 would cut back on
vilingual education programs. What is
ironic about this iz that the purpose of
bilingual pregrams i3 to arrive at
Englizh fluency. It was never the intent
of any bilingual program to develop two
language systems side by side. The
intent was and is o educate the
non-English  speaker into a gradual
meld with Englishi.  The detractors of

(continued on page 5)



PROPOSITION 63 CONT.

bilingual educaticn are similar fo those
who believe that swimming is best
tanght by throwing people in the waler.
The problemn i3 - what happens to
pecple that sink? The bilingual
approach is to make sure that everyone
that needs it iz introduced to the
“water” properly.

Froposition 63 is vague and could
be so far reaching that is may also
result in the elimination of interpreters
for police, fire and emergency services,
including the 9l telephone operators.
California has had a long history of
racial inteleratice and bigoiry. As
Japanese Ameticans and victims of this
history, we urge everyone fo take a
long, hard look at his in/tiative, its
implications, and the ramifications if
passed.

JIM SAITO - -

H. WINNER!

Los Angeles - We like to think
that Niseis like Jim Saito typify the
Hitckei spirit. It's a fighting spirit, far
from the "Ouiet American” image as
szen through the eyes of middle
Amnerica, and nothing at all like the "get
down and crawl” syndrome of
zx-Senator Hayakawa. Hayakawa is, if
vou remember, the persen that was
always commplaining about how redress
made his stomach crawl.  Unlike the
“wrawlers” and the “too good to be real
Americans”, Jim Saito is a scrapper. He
was always that even before he joined
the 442 PBattalion during WWIL
Standing up for his rights and letting
people know what's  what i3 as natural
o him as breathing,

Those of us who know him were
quite surprized to see him featured in
the Los Angeles Times when we opened
QUr papers to read with the morning
coffes.  He had  taken the giant
Department of Water and Power of Los
Angeles to court and won,  The DWP,
it zeems, took one of Jitn's emploves
suggestions and never came up with
sufficient compensation for his money
7Aving idea. Although it teok many
years, his day in court came along with
$100,000 the jury awarded him.

Well, we shouldn't have been too
surprised. Jim has always stood up for
his rights as he saw them. That's one
of the redsciis e tas ween a swlnch
member of NCER in Los Angeles. When
asked about redress, Jim replies,"How
can anyone in Congress vote against
redress and still say they believe in the
Constitution? its just plain

ypocrisy! It's saying one thing and
practicing another. Those that vote
against redress are a tunch of flag
wavers who never practice what they
preach. They make the Bill of Rights
out te be just another piece of paper.
All of the emcuses ['ve heard are
irrelevant and some of the reascns they
give for the evacuation, like trying to
protect us, i3 just plain doubletalk.
They can say what they want, but it all
cotnies down to whether the Constitution
means something or not.”

When asked whether he falt the
[apanese American community  was
finally rallving to the cause of redress,
he was as cutspoken as ever, "The Mised
gind of want to lay back. They kesp
thinking that nething i going to
happen. That's what they say - ain't
nothing zeing fo happen. Well I say,
make it happsnt. How do you think I
woll my suit? 1 didn't want to be the

et Ametican and be kicked arcund.

[ made it happen - and 1 WoNH!"



ADEMING THE  SUFPFORT  FOR
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dow {5 our involvement in other
iszues helping redress? For one, it iz
raizing  the political awareness of
veryone that has come into contact
with redréess. By Nikkel supporting
others, it helps o combat the
stereolype of Asiane as non-caring
"Quiet Americans,” too apathetic to care
about the society arcund them. The
awareness of Asians as a political force
in this country is long overdue. For
sxample, through our involvement in
the 1954 "Rainbow Coalition,” an Asian

spoke on the redress movement on the
podium  of the Demnocratic National
convention in Zan Francisco.  More
recently, cur successiul fundraiser and
rally in support of the Mavajo and Hopi
Feoples made us lifelong *riendt; armong
the Big Mountain Support Group. Their
Flagstaff, Arfzoena office  was o
iprassed with our <fforts that they
nave invited one of our members to
stay at their headquarters to chare
chelr letler writing campaign and other
eXperisnces,

With the expected biz push on
the redress legizlation during the 100th
Congress, we are going to need help
bevond the confines of the West Coast
We must have help from states East of
the Rockies. HNCER is helping to lay the
groundwork.

NATIONAL COALITION FOR REDRESS/REPARATIONS

244 So.5an Pedro St. #411
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(2131680-3729

1728 Laguna Street
San Francisco, CA 90012
(415)921-8841



