NCRR BANNIE P

NATIONAL CCALITICN FCR REDRIESS

244 South San Pedro Street Aoom 406
Los Angetes, California 50012

YOoL. III WO. L
January, 1oy

18k Sub-Committee Hearings on Bill HRW110

Tne UCWRIC Hearings (1962) is now
history but one that has lett s deep and
lasting impression upen Jas of all sectors
and gensratlons. The hearinge brought to
light all ot ite ramifications and suffice
it teo say tnat tne event the lssue has been
well documented, A significant outcome we
can all be proud of was the righting and
united splriv that was touched off by it
and created a resurgence of pride and the
"letg-go-for-it"” attitude in our communi-
ties, As & result, throughout the ebb and
flow of the post-bearings phase, the struggle
nes zontinued locelly and in the Congress-
ional arena in Weshington. NCRRE from the
onaet has always initiated working with
JACL and other groups involved in the RRE
lssue. To tnis end, we will continue to
strive for mutual coocperation and
coordination in the interest of s united
commund ty to move Porward our struggle
to victory. The gosls of winning repara-
tions are formidable enough, therefore,
unity is all the more critical to enhance
our strength as a community for the
struggles ahend.

Several bills are now in Congress
besed on the final recommendation of the
CWRIC, HEL1LO "The Civil Liberties Act
of 1382", introduced in the House of
Hepresentatlves by Houze Majority Leader,
Jim Wright, is scheduled for hearings
in the House sub-committee sometime in
April or May of this year. For the many
Congressmen who have been ungware of this
grave and historical incident in which
120,000 JAs were stripped of their
constitutional and human rights, the
hearings will provide first-hand testi-
monies by the victims themselves, It
will be a time for us not only to at
attest to the evidence and the wrong-
dolngs effected by the U,5, Government
42 years ago, 1t will also be & time for
ug to stand flrm on our demands for
Justice and reparations,

The hearings is an important wvehicle
by which to maximize our impact. As part
of the on-golng struggle for RH, we will
utilize all means to prevent the billa
from getting "killed" outright, or
shuffled around indefinitely as have
nundreds of other bills that are intro-
duced in Congress each year. The final
outcome aside, an important Llesson drawn
from tne 1382 hearings was that the JA
community rejected a stance of passivity
and silence. Mass communlty pressure
was exerted in every possible way to
maximize our influence and to give full
expression to our demands, AS 4 Erass-
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roots urgﬂnlzatiun, we will continue to
utilize ' peaplea Power for peoples just
demands"., The difficulties aheasd are
tremendous, but with determination and
nrg&ninntion, we can step by atep define
and implement wpat i1t will teke to win aur
struggle in the various WAYE, mnd the
hearings are seen as one Step in thas
direction.

The NCHE Steering Committee has

recently passed on the decision to
undertake forming o contingent to
represent our community at the Washington
hesrings. A delegation composed of NORR
representatives and community individusls
will be further discussed and developed
in this period throughout the regionals.

NCRR's basle position at the hearings
will be to urge the paBsage of the Lill
as outlined in HR 4110. Additionally,
we would like to recommend that Congressmen
Lowry and Cranton's provisions for
compensation to all internees be incorporated
into the present bill. Secondly, the
NCRR would emphasire the urgency of a
speedy process of appropristions, This
ig because many of the Issei have already
passed on and the Niseis too are getting
on in years. What nollow justice it
reparations are delayed to the extent the
mejority of the victims are po longer
living to receive their due compensation,

Thie undertaking will ofcourse reguire
funds for travel and other expenses.

AB we all know, thmoughout the existence
of HCRR over the years, our modest budget
bas thrived on membership tees, donations
and fundraisers. Further discussions

and planning of this delagation to the
hearings will take place following the
Day of Remembrance program, As part

of & fundreising eftort, the NCHR
throughout toe various chapters are
planning on potluck dinner-gatherings

A8 4 way to meet, mingle and talk about
the upcoming hearings. We encourage
everyone to join us., The details will
tollow shortly.

The NURH needs your help! Your
contribution towards this goel will help
to realize our community's presence ot
the hearings this Spring. We urge all
of you to Jjoiln in this effort. Other
wiiys interested groups can help would
be to initiate tundraisers within your
own crganizations. Let's all support
it and become & part of the Washington
Hearings - united and strong - as
exemplified at the 1582 hearings -
for JUETICE and HEPARATICHS NOW!




LEGISLATIVE UFDATE

On October Gth, the fight tor redress and
reparaticns came to Congress with the intro-
duction of House Bill 4110 in the House of
Hepresentatives. The bill, intraduced
by House Majority Lesder Jim Wright (D-
Texes) and entitled "The Civil Rights Act
of 1583," represents the culmination of
years of perseverance and determination
cn the part of Nikkei throughout this
country, Its introduction now brings us
into the most crucial and difficult phese
of the movement for RR: +the legislative
campaign,

At the time of the bills intreduction
2 congressional representatives slgned
on &8s co-sponsors including: Norman Mineta
{D-Ca); Hobert Matsui (D-Ca); Mervym Dymally
{D-Ca); Mike Lowry {U-Wa); House Majority
Woip, Tom Foley (D-Wa); Republican Hamilton
Fisn {MNY); and Judiciary Committee Chair,
Feter HBodino (D-HJ). FPresently, the bill
is in the Judiciary Committees and COngre-
ssional hearings are expected to be held
sometime in April or May of 1984,

Closely following the recommendstions
of the Commission on Wortime Helocation and
Internment of Civilians (CWRIC) the bill
calls for the establistment of & §l.9 billion
trust tund sut of which $20,000 will ve paid
each surviving individual or Japanese
BNCERLrY who wes elther in & pronibited
war zone as of December 7, 1941, or was
interned 25 a result of E,0. 3066 or any
other related government directiwve.
Accoralig to the guidelines of the pile,
Lhe remaining balance of the trust fund is
Lo be used for research and educational
projecis regarding the Camp experiences,
and comparative studies of similar civil
liberties mouses, to distribute the fin-
dings of she CWHIC, and for the “general
wellsre of the ethnic Japanese communizy."
This trust fund is to be Adminlstered
within six years of thne bills passage
by A Board composed of nine members
selected by tne President and approved
by the Senate, with five of its members
peing Hikkei,

In addition the pill calls upon the
Fresident to parden those convicted or
violating curfew laws eBnd military orders
pertaining to the internmant, and upon
all govermment agencles to consider the
findings of the UWHIC when they are petitioned
by Cormar internees tor restitution.

For the Aléuts and FPribilof Islander
forced frem their lands during the war, the
pill would establish another separate
trust fund or o million from which $5,000
payments would be made to each lndividusl
memper of their communities affected by
the evacuatlon, The bill also calis tor
the povernment to reouild Aleutian
Community buildings vandelized by the U,s.
armed Corces durdng the war, and to clear
awaly remainlng wartime debrais. rainally,
this section of the bill woula order the
return of the lsland o1 Attu to Aleutian
ownership,
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The NCHH Perspective

The NUHH strongly supports HHullO
and sees 1t a8 the bill with the obest
chance of' winning seme form of RfH ror
Nikkei in this period. Accordlngly,
the NCHE will be working hard to help
secure 1ts passage. #long side of our
efforts to build more grassroots support
for the bill, however, we will also
continue to urge for the consideration of
additional Polnts over-locked or left out
of the bill. The NCRR feels that some
form of payment to helrs should be nade:
at the minimm, sufficient funds should be
allocated to pay 20,000 to each and every
individual out of the 120,000 estimated
number of Nikkei interned with payments
toe deceased individuals paid into the
trust fund, as reflected in Hep, Lowry
and Sen, Craneton's bills in Congress.
While thies would not directly pay heirs,
it would st least meke the government
live up to its obligation to compensate
each send every Nikkei for having violated
their individual constitutional rights
regardless of the actusl number of survi-
ving internees, Thiz would, in effect,
mAake it clear to the govermment that it
cannot "write off" those Hikkei affected
by the internment who hAve passed awWway
and that it must make some type of
meaningful restitution in their
name too. The NCRR, in mddition, will
urge Congress to pay the Aleutians at
least the same amount in reparsticns
{$20,000) that Nikkei would be paid.

We do this s a matter of principle:
the Aleutians suffered just as greatly
from the sctions of the government

as did the Nikkei.

In this next perdiod, the NCHR will be
planning varisus amctivities to support
HRL110, We will assist in the efforts
for full community participation at the
congressional hearings on the bill to
be held in Washington. We will be
discussing the possibilities of setbing
up letter writing and vetition campaigns.
We will alsc Bend NCRR delegates fto the
Copgressional hearings in Waspington.
Although the bill has initially received
gome strong support Crom prominent
mempers of congress, the legislative
carpaipn for BRR will not be an easy or
quick one, and will, on the controry,
present to us in the IICHRE a great
challenge to redouble our cffiorts Lo
educate and activate bromd sectors of
our cammunities, and to win the support
outiide of the Nikkei communities needed
to win justice and reparaticng.

JUSTICE NOW REPARATICNS NOW
TAKE 4 STAND! =

JOIN HNCH E |




ALAMEDSA COUNTY REDRESS VICTCHYL!

Cn September 27Tth, the Alemeda County

Board of Supervisors voted unanimously
in tavor of an ordinance tnat would

rovide }5,000 redress to seven Japanese
American who lost thelr jobs with Alameda
County due to the evacustion and intern-
ment. In addition, tpne ordinance provides
that an oral history project will be
coordinated by the County and NCRR to
place on account oif’ the employee's war-
time experiences on permanent record in
Local lioraries and schools.

We, in the NCHH, are proud of having
initiated ana been the moving force benind
the S=month-long campaign, From the outset,
the BCBR faced s%iff opposition rrom 3 of
the 5 supervisors, as well as from right-
wing organizations such as the John Blrch
Society and the "Americans ror Historiecal
Accurecy." In the fece of this opposition
and outright racism, the NCER persisted.
We continued to lobby the supervisors work
Wwith the County Administrator's office, and
I@nched 8 successful letter writing and
petlition campalgn. We received endorse-
ments and letters of support from a broad
renge of groups and individeals including
famong others) Alameds Buddhist Church,

ne United Church of Christ - No. Calif,
Conference, Hep., Ron Dellums, Sen. Milton
Maras, the ACLU, and American Friends
Service Committee,. This broad demonstra-
tion of suppert and consistent pressure
from the public was key in turning
ground the final vote in favor of redress.

On Thursday evening, Gctober 20, NCRR
members and supporters were jolned by
several of the former county employees
to celebrate our hard-won victory. Wine,
appetlizers and sushi were enjoyed by about
75 people at Lake Park Methodist Church.
Those who came to offer thelr congratu-
lations included Sup. John George, County
Administrator Mel Hing, Asst. County Admi-
nistrator Alfreda Hodriguez, journalists
Brenda Fayton and Jon Kawemoto, and
attorneys Dale Minami and Don Tamaki,

(HOTE: We continue tne"Alameda Vietory"
article with the following excerpt from
Ma. Chiz Ilyama's article printed in

e Pacific Citizen - 12/2/83.}

", .. As an old-time JACLer, I was very
impressed with the work of the NCHE, led
primarily by our Sansel young pecple. As we
gear up for our campaign for national redress,
I think it's important that we go behind
tiie short news releases and examine the
elements which make np s successful operatlon.

Eill Sato of NCHRR spoke slowly and
recalled, "We started laszt spring by
sounding out the chairperson of the Alameda
Board of Supervisors about passage of

1 ordinance on redress. He was very
-ympathetie, and felt contident that the
rest of the board would support it. We
sent all the supervisors our material.
We knew that other citles and counties,
such as Sen Francisco, Log Angeles, had
adopted similar meesures...and after all,
we are in the liberal East Bay...we we
didn't expect any resistence."
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He smiled ruefully. "So you can imaglne
how shocked we were to realize that
the majority of the board were against our
proposal which was presented at the April
17 meeting by our counsel Joseph Morozumi,'

"We were surprised by the guestions asked
by the superviscrs,’ stated Haomi Kubota, co-
chair ot NCHH. "They thought the camps were
voluntary, or made statements like,

'Japanese businesses are buying out the
state,' or even suggested that the evacua-
tion wes the price JAz nad to pay for the
perpetuaticon of treedom. GSome of the
supervisors also Wwere concerned apout the
legality of giving compensation.

HCRR got letters in support of the
ordinance from prominent politicians,
including Rep. Honald Dellums of Berkely,
Speaker or' the Assembly Willie Erown,
supervisore trom Son Francisco, Sacra-
mento and San Josquin counties, assembly-
men ‘Yom Bates and Halpn Dills, State Sen.
Milton Marks, Mayor Lionel Wilson of
Oakland, smong others.

They cbteined backing from labor
unions, including tne Alameda County
Central Labor Council, the LLWU, and
the Auto Workers Local 1364, civil rights
organizations such as the National JACLs
American Friends Service Committee, toe
ACIAJ, and the B'nai Bfrith, Asian commu-
nity orgenizacions such es tne Asisn Law
Caucus, Bast Bay Jepanemese for Action,
Japanese Community Frogressive Alliance,
Chinese Progressive Assn., and Buddhist
and Christian Churches.

They also met with friends in the
media to encourage poslitive coverage
in the press. They had a petition
campaign in the summer and got over
8 thousand signatures.

They worked diligently behind the
seenes with the Alameda county counsel
to write an ordinance that could give
redress in a legal way. The NCHR and
the eounty worked out the final agree-
ment after weeks of meetings., It was
decided that the board of supervisors would
sponsor & memorisl ceremony on the Day
of Remembrance in February 1984, At this
time, payments will be awarded and excerpts
from contributions to the orel history
program will be read,

And so 1t went...the mood of excitement
and cheer sparked the celebration and
people were reluctant to leave. 'Ihe party
was over,,.but our work for naticnal redress
is only beginning. Every successful local
effort contributes greatly to the momentum
for the passage of & national redress bill.

Despite difficulty at the beginning,
(and the National JACL Redress Committee
emphasizes the importance of prior prepara-
tion), the NCRR came through with flying
colers because of hard work and dedication.

And the biggest bonus of all wos the
outpouring of warm affection among all who
worked together - Sansel, Nisei, old and
young, Asians, Blacks, and Whites..."



CORAM NOBRLS VICTOHY =

The WCRE hes always had as one of its
five soals the reversal of the Korematsu
Hirabayashi end Yasui Supreme Court cases.
This goal was realized on November L0, 1583
when .3, Dstrict Court Judge, Marilyn
Patel, granted HKorematsu's Petltion for
Coram Nobis, effectively overturning his
eariier convietion for violating curfew
and evacuation orders. (It is expected
tnat judges in Portland, Oregon and Seattle,
Washington will render similar decisions to
tne Yasuli and Hirabeyashi petitions in
early 1984.) This judgment was possible
beonuse new evidence, not known at the time
of Horematsu's original trial, has since
revealed that the U,5, Government knew
toere was no military necessity for incar-
cernting 120,000 people, "Military necessi-
ty" was the basis on which the Supreme
Court upheid the copnstitutionality of
the evacustion ocrders in 1343,

These three cases carry with them a
significant impact on the redress/reparations
rovement., For exemple, during the CWEIC
Hearings in 1381, speaker s opposed to
redress clted these cases &8 justificetions
for the zovenment's actions agalnst JAs
during WWwIl. More recently, an oppositicon
speaker to a resolution before the Alameds
County Board of Supervisors which would
grunt compensation to former Nikkel employees
torced to leave county employment in 1942
cited the Korematsu case as upholding the
evacuation and interpment as legal
and constitutional).

The HCHK, recognizing the implications
of these cases on the HR movement, has
supported the efforts of the three petition-
ers and the Committee to Heverse the Japanese
Arerican Wartime Cases (CRJAWC) from the
beginnding., NCRH regionals in Los Angeles,
Gurdena, San Francisco and Sscramento have
contributed by sponsoring and co-sponsoring
fundraising events and programs. In
addition, CRJAWC speakdrs were invited to
various NCRR programs and regional meetings
as o way to update the community on its
progress. Legally, the NCRR joined with the
Japanese American Bar Association (JABA) in
tiling an Amicus Curiae (friends of the Court)
brief in support of the Coram Nobis petitlon-
grs. 4 letter was also written to Judge
Fatel urging findinge regarding the lack of
military necessity lor and unconstitutionality
of the WWII evacuation orders. Finally, the
WUHE helped mobllize former internees and
members ko attend tne November 10th hearings
pefore Judge Fatel., Though there was only
slightly more than one week Trom the tine the
the CHJAWC mpproached the HCRE for help
in mobilizing for the hearing, ellforts wers
so0 successful that the nearing was moved
trom Judge Fatel's courtroom to the much
larger Ceremonial Courtroom. The courtroom
was packed with over 200 spectators, most
ot whom were former internees of the
CORCentratlon CAamps.

The CRJAWC is now preparing ror the up-
coming Yasul and Hirabayssbi nearings,
They are also trying to locate others who
may have gone to court over the evacuation
and internment orders, as each individusl
“h-

cun go through s similar process to have
their cenviction vacated. The CRJAWC
estimates that there may be 150 - 200 other
people in this situstion and is encouraging
those effected to come forward.

HCHR congratulates Fred Kordmatsu and the
CHRJAWC on their November 10 victory. His
victory is a victory tor all Japanese
Americans who care sbout _ustlee, and gives
considerable strength to the call for
REDRESS HOW!

SAN JOSE NWEWS

For the last seversl months, the San Jooe
Jose Hihonmachl Cutreach Commitrtee |HUC), oo
az g member organization of the HCHE, .as
been busily picking up the pace of the
KK movement in the San Jose &rea. ‘Yorking
extensively with local JACL chupters,
wne Asien Law Alliance, Azian Americanz
tfor Community Involvement, the Wesley
Unized Methodist Church and others, HOo
initiated and helped to sponsor a series
o' successful commundty educaticnal events
incluoding, a press conlerence, a coommunlty
Iorum on the legisiative campadim, and &
follow=-up wWorkshop.

At a press conference held on Ccoctober
Ty the day after the introduction of ihe
reparations bill ipto the House of Hep.,
NOU, along with the above menticned locat
organizations, Llet tne broeder public
know about the significance of HRL4110

througn prepared statements and interviews
with the loecal media.

On October 9, the locel community
groups sponsored a highly successful
educational rorum on the current state of
the RH movement., NOC members were quite
pleased with the large turn-out and were
espoacially excited by the signifeant
number of pecple woo were sttending o
HR program tor the first time.

4 follow-up workshop was held on Uctoker
23 which olicwed tnose wno had abtenued tne
orum to discuss the issue in more depth,
At tne worksnop people were olséo offered
the chance to practice answering auesticns
gbout HK that people felt were tne most
commonly asked by neighbors, Crienos and
co-workers., Another worksnop was neld on
December &% witn training sessions on how
to give presenzations to copmunitTy
organizetions regarding the HHE izsue
and hov to conduct interviews with: Lhe
media ., Flans for the 1yoy Day of
Remembrance program &re under way and
we are encouraging everyone to  oin the
efforts of NOC and the other spensoring
oroanizations to use thelr newly acquired
skills o nelp build for tne February id
Day of Remembrance event.



THARK ¥OU

A funding by the Pacific Southwest
Synod of the Lutheran Church in
America towards an educational
project on the WWII Concentraticn
Camps has enabled the NCEH fo
complete its slide show project

to be used as & visual side to
promote awerensss on the lssue,

We wisn to thank the Hew, PFaul
Nakamura and the Congregation at
the Lutheran Criental Church (Torr, )
for their part in making this
possible,

Our special thanke also goes to
Tekashi Fuji and Luane Ebetas of
Visual Communications, Ine. for
their fine skills time snd labor
expended to complete this project.

NCRRE treasurer Jim MatCsuoka cordially thanks

Randy Lowe of Randy Low Insurance, Clifford Uyeda
af "Rising Productions", and Dawna Morinaga of NCRR
for organizing a benefit dance on May 29, which
raised £1,333.00 for NCRR. Thanks alsa to the door
[ ze donors and to everyone who attended.

In commemoration of February ld, 1342, the Day of Remembrance,
tie LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMEHICA is disseminating & printed statement
entitled, "The “2nd Anniversary of EC 9066: Detention snd Reloeation
ef 120,000 West Coast Japenese", describing the internment process,
the erfects of the incarceration as well as theoutcome and recommen-
datiocn of the CWHIC for redressz, Although we are unable to reprint
the text in its entirety, we wish to share with our readers the
following concluding excerpta:

"Has the Church Spoken?"

+..Also in July 1983, in response to a8 request from the Executive
“ouncil, the Bishop of the Church wrote to the President of the
senate, the Speaker of the House, the majority and minority lesders
of the Senste and the House, calling upon Congress (a) to enact
leglslation issuing a public apology to those persons and their
descendants victimized by this wartime poliey amnd providing for
appropriste public remembrances of the eplecde, and (b) to establisn
& foundation for educationnl and humanitarian purposes to ensure that
whe detention and relccations will be remembered, and so that the
causes of them will be illumipated and understood, and (c) to respond
%o the claims of the vietims of this wartime policy in such WEYS A5
respects thelr gravity, including payment of reparations to those
Jupanese Amerlcans relocatea or interned,

Un Sundey, February 19, Lok

Let the commemoration of injustices to one group of perzons in
our midst be a significant part of ocur worship on that day, But
let commemoration be more than mere remembering. Let us reflect
on the present and future, as well, Let us search our attitudes.
For attitudes are at the root of actions.

Let us follow the example of the bishop of our church in
writing to the highest officials of our nation and to ocur own
members of Congress, urging them to sffirm and carry out the
preition of our church. and to assure that the suttering inflicted
on ocoe segment of Americen society not so long ego, will not be
repested,

=
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T MraveizcofTay Arear Saturday, Febriary Los fnpeles: Sunday, “ebmiacy 13th, 1:30ps
AT th, 2:00pm st the Christ Tnited Preshy- at the Japanese ‘morican Jommunity and
$oebay Ameeh, 1700 Sutter SE,, 4.7, Fro- nltuial Tenter, 24 So. Gan Fedro St
meam-with aapdlelicht procession. Gpaakers ineluds Jongreasmen Foyhal and
ymally,
¢ Sunday, February 19%h, 5:30pm at

12 Jose Apddhist Jherpch,  Donsrossman Han Niwmor Minday, Fehruary 19th; potluek
imsta to gpeak [ollowed hy & candlelight pathering ot Vilu Orrdene, 1260 Tpd fve.,

nenh da the Jesloy Tnited Tiethodiat Jmrch, Chmla Vipta. Trogeam omd enlturs. 3Sall

CAL=A93f Tor time arel Mirther informetion.
 Vprks Joncermed Japancse Amaricana [0J4)

will hilve o commemmorative program to mild -—--Dr?t"_‘,'m "f-t,]]' ]?mtnr l",n,L' L t“E_ "'51?:2_?""'
srpporst for the legislative campaign. Sfeantee vorkshion (s for thatoam
it ik information, (517) Lad=hi13,

1984 Membership Drive

5 we enter into the new year we are agmin appealing bo mur members fo renss
their memberships. Thers is much to do in 1980 with vodeoss/reparitions

bills in the U.3. 7enate and Touse of Hepresemtativas, Jongresslons] hearings
this apring, 2nd much educational autreach yet to he done.
tax deductible donationa.
rodreas and reparations!

Ha nzad your help to continue the atrugsle Tor

Hease Fi11 out the information belaw and return the entips

lower hall of thie
name to:

Yational ZJaalition for Hadvess/TMepnrations
Al Gouth San Fedro Strest, Zuite [0S
Tos ingeles, ©4 90012 (217} f20=0751

A7 (Flease print):

AADRNEHR

TEmITr 4

I

1 -ow zember [ Tndividual Pembership ( 5.00)
L1 rembership fenewal [ Organization Dsmbership ( '25.00)

J:| Jonation
(~embership feeg/donations help pay for such things as our mailings,
erfucational projecta, aspecial events, eto. Fombers
newslettsrs and be put on our mailing list,)

B e o e L.

will pecrive

OFTIONAL TIETTONATA

|:| Fale I:l Jemala

thnie background:

Ao Necupation

_

If “ikkei, what generation? [ Tssed []visei [ canesi [ vonaed

|l ewcomer Lengiage ! [ natish  Ddagenes

Touth Zan Pedro Gt., L0&
Los ‘ngoles, 24 9002
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