
NCR.R CA],LS IOR UNIIY

lbrty years after Presldent trbanklin
D. Roosevelt slgned Executive Order 9056
(whlch incarcerated l2OrOOO Japanese and
Aleuts lnto relocatlon caarps) the U.S.
goverrurent ls flnally trinvestlgatlngn
the questlons of (1) vhether a wrong
was comrnitted to those incarcerated,
rnost of utroro were pe:rranent residents
a.nd clt lzens of the U.S., and (Z) f f
a urcng: was coinnltted, r*rat would be
the .redrbes (ff *y) to those unJustly
lnterned. the body set up to conduct the
lnvestlgatlon, the ConqJsslon on Wartlme
Relocatlon and Internnent of Clvllians(fiIRIC).,
held public. hearing:s ln. seyqral citleg ln
Alaska ard in the contlnental U.S. durlng
the second half of 1981. NCRR and other
Japanese conrunlty groups organized
thousands of JAr s to boLdly speak out
about the lnpact of the ca.mp experlence
on theroselves and the cornuunity. [he
nessage wae clear: llhe U..S. government ls
responslble for roaklng gubstantial,
neaningl\rl redrege and reparations to the
Japanese Anerlca.n comunlty now.

Recomrendatlons for a Bill

Nov that the hearlnge are over, NCRR
has two goale. The flret ls to contlnue to ir
press the.Ci,tRIC to nake its flnal reconmend-
atlon a strong one Ln favor of substantiat
reparati.ons. Secondly, ne urg€ all JA
redress/repa^rations groupe and indlvtduals
to support a d:lrect approprlations bill
to be introduced lnto Congreos. Ttrle b111
needs to be developed by aI1 lntereeted
parties a.nd have the stmng backlng of
the whole Japanese comunlty, for onJ.y
through a united conounity effort r.rill ve
real.lze our goal- of'Just nonetary cotDpen-
eations.

As a result of testiDonles at thir
CI{RIC hearlnga a.nd our dialogues vlth
the coronr:nlty, NCRR has the follordng two
reconmendatlons to nake as components of
the b111:

r lail
free of adnlnlstratlve costs, and
exenpt frorn taxes.

l,Je feel that the treroendous social ,
econonlc, and psychologlcal trauna of
the vlolatlon of. congtltutlonal rights
requires roeanlngArl restitutlon on the
part of the U.S. goveruoent and that
ilLrlle there ls no falr amount of res-
tihrtlon posslble g{ven the na4nltude
of the damages suffered, the flgure of
$25,000 represents a eynbollc anount

ard, as guch.Ie .thg"g1$roally acceptabLe
f igure .  . .  , : i , ,  . . . .  "  . ,  ,  : , , , i , .  :  1 , r j . j  : , :  : .  . - ,

Ity Tnrst hrnd Soard elected by the Nikkel
conrnrnlty. 3oard rnenbers shaLl be'.eLected 

reglonal.Iy with regions divlded
equltably thrbughout the U.S., includlng
urban.and' non-urban regi.ons. .A.$qin-'
lstrat ive costs eha1l be asked.' ior 'at a
rate of 2% 1n addltlon to the orlg{naI
a4oul!. The gun of I blllton shall be
returned to the conslunities in 1 lunp' 
su.n and priori.ties for the 4llocation of
the Arnds shal1-be decided by each
respectlve _ comunlty based on their'
par t i cu la r .needs . r  

. , I  l  
' '

. , ; .
Ihe evasuatlgn_and fuoprisorunent of JArs'destroyed 

the ioheslon, unlty, orl tural,
. .  soclal,  pol i t loaL, a.nd econonic l i fe of

the coroun:nlty. ,The corruurdf,y firnd would
.enable_the Japanese coorouni.ty to rebuild'  
and neet the-needs of thg JA people.

Poli t lcal C]lnate ln U.S.

To 4r redress/reparatlons r"Cl"I be
diffisult ln the face of severe cutbacks
in health, education, and welfare and.'reversals 

in cld. l-r ights po11cles. the
fsseis a^nd-'  older Nlsels, .nore of r.rhorn'are
passlng' away. e ach' day r'' caiurot. uai t' untll'
vre are out of the Reagan: era. I']rere are
thousands of Inerlcans (other nationalltles,
elderly, disabLed, lrornen, and the poor) vho
ca.n unite vlth our.cause whIle we'ln turn
support thelr efforts. We believe that
the .Anerica.n people can be riducated about
the roasslve nlsoarrlagelof Justlce to the
JA people a.nd'ca.n understandrthat we are
entltLed to compensatlon and danages.'

I , /hl lerCongress rrotes i tseLf a 3 biLl ion
dollar raise a.nd Reagan plans for a 280
blLlion do1Ia.r defenie budgpt in 1983, we
w111 contirme tti forge ahead fo! our Just
ca.use. the flght for reparatlons 1g a
flght for Juatice and equallty for all
Japa,nese .Anerica.ns, anC lt seryes notice
that we, in trr:rr, wlll not tolerate the
nlsca.rela6e of Justlce to other riarlonaiities
ano- Drnorlty groups. We shall continue .to
flght untll we win! !

Q ' : C C h O 4 I s S l : o N U p u A , r E :  . O

Per phone conversation with K. Shores/
CWRIC",staft person: . .Proposed e.:tension
of 'the Corurlssion bas passed the llouse

.  o f :Rep. ,and ls  ncw s la ted  r to  be  heard

.. in the Senate on January Zr, L.)6,. .

o f  3  b l l I lon 'do lJars
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on Decernber 19r, 1981r: Joe''l'4crozuni, Ucnnjikl' - .:ir After,the ueetl'ng', theri'wis'a i
legal:counsel, Bbrt Nakano, spokespersonl'ariils 

' ' ;rdeuing of ther IA hearings"video. :'

royself (f.ifHan Nakano) flew to Seattle,to ",,.r' ' 
,, A dlnner and coffee-and-desert get-

rneet with the Seattle Corcnunity Comittee on :
B/R (sccRl). As we all know, tbe Seattle
Conraittee active\r aJtd successfully organized
and prepared tbe conhrurity for the hearings.

A Friday evgaing dj.nner was attended by
some of the corudttee nembers - Cherry KIno-
shita, C'ordon lllrabayashi, Shosuke Sasaki,
Ilenry Miyatake, Chuck Kato and Ken Nakano.
The next dayr' we all net for luncheon and
robre getting acgualnted i,rhlch was nice.
The fonoal neeting convened at one oiclock
at the JACL dffice.rvith Cherry Kinoshlta
and Gordan Hirabayashl co-chair and lGren
Seriguchi, secretary/treasurer. In ber
opening statement, Cherry explalned tbat the
SCCRR was made up, of various comwrlty orga-
nizations (JAC1,, veterans group and others),
church groups ancl lndlviduals. Further,
that the SCCRR itue to varlning views in the
cormo:ittee, ivhile unifietl in their support
for R/R, had not as yet arrived at a
position (or a way to achieve R/R). The
process tben of exchanging views and ldeas
with other. R/R groups in the country was
a step to d,evelop that basis.

The neeting was nutually'inforoatlve
as 5.deas, perspectlves and strategies of
the respective groups were shared. A
redress proposal to the CWRIC ati:the
Seattle hearlngs, rvhich is generally
referred to as the "tax plan" was presented
by Chuck Kato of Seattle. Briefly, this
plan is a "...voluntary tax allocatS-on plan
Ilrnited to Aleut and Nikkei" with "..,funds

allocated to be placed in a special IRS Trust
Fund from whlcb palments wlII be dlsbursed."
Accumulated funds from unclai-tned and walved
patrments vould then go to the Resldual Fr:nd,
which ln turn w111 be disbursed to Nlk}'ei
and. Aleut comrurlty organizations. Indi-
viduaLs advocatlng tbe "tax plan" shargd
that theiq primary concern was getting
redress in tbe fo:u of cash. fhus,
explaining that ln the present cUrnate
of conservatlv.g government, racisn'and .
backlash, thls plan was set out to avold
insu:aountable barrlers to redress..

Inrour NCRR presentation, we outlined
our recoulneptled proposal to the CWRIC whLch
speaks to a 4irect appropriations bLll for
lndiuidual p,atrment of $2Jr00O and a 3 bill.
conrounity fr.nd. At the heariags rrAs.rallied
arowrcl e Just demanil for reparatlons ln the

face of polltical redlJ'tles, racism/bacirlash
(L:.ttlan Baker et al). Tbe barrlers''a-re forni-
dable and tbe road ahead ditficult"' A 

-gtrong

and united JA cormunlty and contlnued'
educatlon not on\r wlthln our JA comunity
but to the general Auerican publlc for
broad support w1II be cruclal to that enal.
On the comunity fund, we felt it is an
irnportant corlronent of reparations because
not only wiII the fund help to roalntaln
our cormuni.ties and needs of the Issei/
Nisel, but 1t '"rill also provlde for the
blstorical, cultural and soclal develop-
nent of our sansei, yonsel and future,l
generatlons. A llvely discussloa ensped
from,the standpoint .of dlf fering.Be,rqpectlves.

itogether that evening concluded our
excit ing visi t  wlth the Seatt le group,
and we left wlth deep gratitude to aII
of tbe SCCRR for roaki.ng this neetlng
possible and for,their warn hospita-
lity throughout our vlsit.

Hopefully, this will begin a
process of future meetings with the
SCCRR and. other groups ln tbe country,
so tbat through such exchanges, we can
share ou.r;cororonalltles, discuss our, .
dlfferencesrand.forge e rrnlted JA effort
on R/R. We.aII felt  that the ueeting
was slgnlficant and positlve ln that
JAs are getting together, seeking ways
to strenglhen our ties, to urify and
consolldate our efforts based on our
conlDon history and goals for R/R and
in our overall struggle for Nikkei's
fight for er1uallty and power.

tbe NCRR would l ike to grateful ly '
acknowledge the beny lndivlduals '

and'obganlzations for thelr contr i-  :

bution and support. THANK YOU.

The fol lowing ls,a part ial  l ist
of recent endorsers - part icipating

* organlzetions and supporters:

IOO/!frZna Veterans Assoi j .at ion.
Terninal Islanders

. ?he Lutheran Church in Aneri_ca -
(and the Aslan Caucus).
Conounity Action prograo(CAp) -

to f  the .u .A .w. /No.  caL l f  .  I
Nikkei Student Union (UCI,R).

REP. DU'{ALLY T0 CARRY NCRR PROPOSAI
Tg cv{Rrc

' R u p . C ; t l n @
at a meeting with the NCRR October,2!r '
offered to subnlt our three-point i
proposal- for R/R to the C*uoissioli or.
Wartine Relocatton & Interrunent of l
Ciyllians and to roake the proposal an
official entry 1n tbe Congressional
R*orcl. i :,1

' Stating that he would speak to othe:
Congressnen to bul ld sutr lport for 'R/R,
he also stressed the importance of
strong support from our Nikkei CongreSs-
men which wil l  help to inf luence other
congressmen. "Ile urged tbe group to
reach out:to as rnany congressmen, cau-
cuses, lobbying groups, civi l  r ights
groups, etc;,  throughout the country,
gett ing the nessage out to galn the
strongest support froro all. There will
be future fol lo,,r-up.roeetings to discuss

IeglsJ-ative stratesy.
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Tne 1!82 DAy 0r REMnIBRAIICE will be
held on February L9/ZO Ln JA comwrltles
throqhout the West Coast, Chicago and
New York. This year,s slgnificance of
DOR not only reflects on the injustices
suffered by I10r000 t lAs'4o years ago, 1t
also brings forth the historlcal Comlsslon
bearings held ln our coununlties ln the
Surner/Fall of I98f where thousands or
JAs spoke out, to demand just reparatipns.

The resolve and reat'fj-rnation of
that spirit rslll nove us forward in. thls
period as we eontlnue our efforts to forge
a IINIED and SIRONG ,tA CO{IvflJNIIy.In or:r
ca,npaign for reparations gntty an6 the
broad support fr.. other groups tarougb-
out the country wil_l be crucial to our
struggle. JAs unlre: for JUSIICE NOW -
REPASATIONS NO!T:

the t'ollowrng j.s a llst of progra,ns
and events sponsored by the ICRR on ttrts
Day oI. Remembrance:

LOS AIIGELES: 2/Zo I:00-3:00 l,tarcb &
Rally, J:lO -hogra,n at LT Towers.

SA DJ-EGot z/zo 2:oo Comrernorative
hograur ht tbe Ocean View Church

SATI
hogra,n ht Chrlst United Bresb;rbarian
Cburch sponsored by the Bay Area
Coalition for DOR.

SAi{ IIoSE: 2/ZO f :lO-!toO Comenorative
hograro at the Va11ey lGthodist Churcb,
sponsored by Nihonnachi Outreach Comlttee,
(meurber orgn. of I{CRR).

SACRAI,IEIII0: 2/ZO Z:30 Comenoratlve
Progra.u at the Japanese Uuited Metbodlst
Church.

NEW YORK:

2 / 2 0  1 : 0 0
Commemorative Program
Japanese Amer ican
United Church
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l { e  r e l c o [ e  r l l  o f  t h o t e  l n t c r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  i s 3 u .  t o  b e c o n e  n e n b c r s  o f  t h e  c o a l i t i . n , .  y o u  w i l l
b e  p u t . o n  o u r . n a i l i n S . l i s t  a n d  b e  i n f o r n e d  o f  o u r - u n c o n l n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  } l c  a l s o  e n c o u r t s e  a n v, l o n a t i o n i  t o  h € l p  f u n d  t h e s e  a c t i v i t l e 5 , . o u r  n a i l i n g s ,  8 n d  o t h c r  e d u c a t i o n a l  r o r k .  a n d  i s  c
s i g n  o f  v o u r r ' s u p p o r t ,  P l e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  a p p . o F r i a t c  b o x e s  b e l g u .  .

f - - 1  S S , o . o  l n i l i v i d u a l  l l e m b e r s h i p

IfEW YORK HEARINGS

On Noverrber 23, 198I, over !00 people
fllled the bellroorn of the Roosevelt Hotel
ln New York wbere the CWRIC was conducting
one of lts final hearlngs.

Nikkel froro all over the greater Ny
erea attended = from Phlla. Wash. DC, NJ
and nany suburbs bordering the clty.
The bearing- ,,ras a result of persistent
effort of JAs here rho pushed for a lfy.
hearJ.ng. desplte the Comrlssion' s lnitlal
decislon to bypass the New York slte.
East Coast Japanese Anericans for Redress
(ECJAR) a broad coalition enconpassing
every major JA organlzation in New york,
successful ly organized what one sansel
descrlbed as , ' r the largest gathering ot.
JAs that I have seen at one tl^ne in IiIY."
The test l f lers included bany nisels,
some tssel and panels of sansel, pfofes-
sionals and others. Many touched on the
part iculer experiences of East Coast JAs,
The testlflers that denanded nonetary
reparatlons got the strongest applause
fron the audlence. The excitlng hlgh-
llght was the beautlful canp-slte displays

.by such artlsts as l,tlni Okubo ( ltenry
Suginoto.

lhe pulling together of this widely
scattered rIA cormunities into ECJAR
waa aa lnportant a developnent es the
bearings l tself .  ECJAR,whlch was
lnltiated by NCRR nember organization
and Concerned Japanese Amerlcans,
w1ll contlaue to function as a loose
network and is regrouplng to sponser
a plogran for DOR.

D  E n c l o s c d  i s  $ y  d o n a t i o n  i n  t h e  a n o u " . i  o f  t
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